
Mortars  of  German  Origin:  In-Depth 

Analysis

Introduction

German  heavy  mortars  played  a  significant  role  in 

World  War  II,  delivering  devastating  firepower  and 

terror  on  the  battlefields.  This  book  delves  into  the 

history, characteristics, and impact of these formidable 

weapons, providing a comprehensive analysis of their 

development, deployment, and legacy.

Through  detailed  research  and  analysis,  this  book 

unravels the evolution of German heavy mortars, from 

their  early  origins  to  the  advanced  designs  that 

emerged during the war. It examines the various types 

and calibers of mortars employed by the German army, 

highlighting  their  capabilities  and  limitations. 

Furthermore,  the book explores the ammunition and 
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munitions  used,  including  high-explosive, 

fragmentation, chemical, and propaganda rounds.

The  book  sheds  light  on  the  strategies  and  tactics 

employed by German mortar units, from fire missions 

and counter-battery fire to camouflage and deception. 

It  analyzes  the  effectiveness  and  impact  of  these 

mortars in major battles, from Stalingrad to Normandy, 

and  examines  the  role  they  played  in  supporting 

infantry and armor operations.

Beyond  the  battlefield,  this  book  investigates  the 

production  and  development  of  German  heavy 

mortars,  exploring  the  industrial  capacity  and 

technological  advancements  that  fueled  their 

production. It also examines the training and expertise 

of German mortar crews, highlighting their specialized 

skills and leadership.

Furthermore,  the  book  delves  into  the  legacy  of 

German heavy mortars, tracing their influence on post-

war  mortar  development  and  modern  artillery.  It 
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examines case studies and examples of their enduring 

impact, showcasing their significance in the evolution 

of warfare.

In conclusion, this book offers a comprehensive and in-

depth examination of German heavy mortars in World 

War II,  providing  a  valuable  resource  for  historians, 

military  enthusiasts,  and  anyone  interested  in  the 

development and impact of these fearsome weapons.
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Book Description

Uncover  the  history,  characteristics,  and  impact  of 

German  heavy  mortars  in  World  War  II  with  this 

comprehensive  guide.  Delving  deep  into  the 

development,  deployment,  and  legacy  of  these 

formidable  weapons,  this  book  provides  a  detailed 

examination of their role on the battlefields.

From their early origins to the advanced designs that 

emerged during the war, this book explores the various 

types and calibers of mortars employed by the German 

army.  It  analyzes  their  capabilities  and  limitations, 

shedding light on the strategies and tactics employed 

by German mortar units.

Beyond the technical aspects, this book delves into the 

production  and  development  of  German  heavy 

mortars,  investigating  the  industrial  capacity  and 

technological  advancements  that  fueled  their 

production. It also examines the training and expertise 
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of German mortar crews, highlighting their specialized 

skills and leadership.

Furthermore, this book analyzes the effectiveness and 

impact  of  these  mortars  in  major  battles,  from 

Stalingrad  to  Normandy.  It  examines  the  role  they 

played in  supporting  infantry  and armor operations, 

and  explores  their  psychological  impact  on  the 

battlefield.

The legacy of German heavy mortars extends beyond 

World War II, and this book traces their influence on 

post-war mortar development and modern artillery. It 

showcases case studies and examples of their enduring 

impact,  providing  a  valuable  resource  for  historians, 

military  enthusiasts,  and  anyone  interested  in  the 

evolution of warfare.

In-depth  research  and  analysis  combine  to  paint  a 

comprehensive  picture  of  German  heavy  mortars  in 

World War II. This book offers a unique perspective on 

5



these powerful weapons, providing a valuable addition 

to the literature on military history and technology.
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Chapter  1:  Historical  Context  of 

German Heavy Mortars

1. Evolution of Mortars in Warfare

Mortars have a long and rich history,  dating back to 

ancient times.  The first mortars were simple devices, 

consisting of a tube or barrel mounted on a base. They 

were used to  launch projectiles  over short  distances, 

typically at targets that were out of range of direct fire 

weapons.

Over time, mortars evolved in design and capability. In 

the 15th century, the invention of gunpowder led to the 

development of more powerful mortars. These mortars 

were used in siege warfare, where they could be used 

to bombard enemy fortifications.

In the 19th century, the development of rifled barrels 

and  high-explosive  shells  further  increased  the 

effectiveness of mortars. Mortars were now capable of 
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delivering accurate and devastating firepower at long 

ranges.

During World War I, mortars played a significant role 

in trench warfare. They were used to bombard enemy 

trenches  and  fortifications,  and  to  provide  close 

support for infantry attacks.

In World War II, mortars continued to be an important 

weapon,  both  for  the  Allies  and  the  Axis  powers. 

German heavy mortars were particularly effective, and 

they played a major role in many key battles, including 

the Battle of Stalingrad and the Battle of the Bulge.
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Chapter  1:  Historical  Context  of 

German Heavy Mortars

2.  The  Interwar  Years  and  German  Mortar 

Development

The  interwar  years  between  1918  and  1939  were  a 

period  of  significant  technological  advancements  in 

mortar design and development. Germany, which had 

been a leading innovator in artillery during World War 

I,  continued to  invest  heavily  in  the  development  of 

mortars during this time.

One of the most important developments during this 

period was  the  introduction of  the  mortar  carrier,  a 

self-propelled vehicle that could transport mortars and 

their  crews  quickly  and  efficiently.  This  greatly 

increased the mobility of mortar units, allowing them 

to keep pace with rapidly moving infantry and armor 

formations.
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Another significant development was the introduction 

of  new types  of  mortar  ammunition,  including  high-

explosive  and  fragmentation  rounds.  These  new 

rounds  were  more  powerful  and  effective  than  the 

older  types  of  mortar  ammunition,  and  they  gave 

German  mortar  units  a  significant  advantage  in 

firepower.

In  addition  to  these  technological  advancements,  the 

interwar  years  also  saw  a  number  of  changes  in 

German mortar  doctrine.  German mortar  units  were 

increasingly used in a direct-fire role, providing close 

support for infantry and armor units. This required the 

development  of  new  tactics  and  techniques  for 

employing mortars in close combat.

By the outbreak of World War II, Germany had one of 

the most advanced and effective mortar forces in the 

world. German mortar units played a significant role in 

the early victories of the war, providing close support 
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for  infantry  and  armor  units  and  delivering 

devastating firepower on enemy positions.

The  interwar  years  were  a  period  of  significant 

development  for  German  mortar  forces.  The 

introduction of new mortar carriers, ammunition, and 

tactics  gave  German  mortar  units  a  significant 

advantage  in  firepower  and  mobility,  which  they 

would use to great effect during World War II.
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Chapter  1:  Historical  Context  of 

German Heavy Mortars

3. The Outbreak of World War II and German 

Mortar Tactics

With the outbreak of World War II in September 1939, 

German heavy mortars were thrust into the forefront 

of  combat  operations.  The  German  army  had 

recognized  the  potential  of  these  weapons  and  had 

invested heavily in their development and production.

In the early stages of the war, German heavy mortars 

played  a  crucial  role  in  the  Blitzkrieg  tactics  that 

brought  swift  victories  in  Poland  and  France.  Their 

ability to deliver concentrated firepower in support of 

advancing infantry and armor proved devastating to 

enemy defenses. Mortars were particularly effective in 

urban combat, where they could target buildings and 

fortifications with precision.
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As  the  war  progressed,  the  Germans  continued  to 

develop  and  refine  their  mortar  tactics.  They 

introduced  new  types  of  mortars,  such  as  the 

Nebelwerfer 42, which had a longer range and greater 

explosive  power.  They  also  developed  specialized 

mortar units, such as the schwere Werfer-Abteilungen 

(heavy  mortar  battalions),  which  were  tasked  with 

providing  heavy  firepower  support  to  infantry 

divisions.

German  mortar  tactics  were  characterized  by  their 

flexibility and adaptability. Mortars could be deployed 

quickly and easily, and they could be used to provide 

fire support in a variety of situations. They were also 

relatively inexpensive to produce, which made them a 

cost-effective option for the German army.

The  effectiveness  of  German  heavy  mortars  was 

evident throughout the war. They played a major role 

in  the  German  victories  in  Poland,  France,  and  the 

Balkans. They also proved to be a formidable weapon 
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on the Eastern Front, where they were used to support 

the German advance into the Soviet Union.

However, the Germans also faced challenges in using 

heavy mortars. Their relatively short range made them 

vulnerable  to  enemy  artillery  fire,  and  their  crews 

were  often  exposed  to  enemy  fire.  Additionally,  the 

ammunition for heavy mortars was bulky and heavy, 

which limited their mobility.

Despite  these  challenges,  German  heavy  mortars 

remained a potent weapon throughout the war. They 

were a key component of the German army's artillery 

arsenal,  and  they  played  a  significant  role  in  the 

German war effort.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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