
Bayonet City

Introduction

Nestled amidst the rolling hills and rugged coastline of 

California,  the  Presidio  of  Monterey  stands  as  a 

testament to the rich and diverse history of the region. 

From its  humble beginnings as a Spanish fort  in the 

18th century to its current status as a National Historic 

Landmark,  the  Presidio  has  played  a  pivotal  role  in 

shaping the tapestry of American history.

In  this  comprehensive  and  engaging  narrative,  we 

embark on a journey through time, exploring the many 

facets of the Presidio's legacy. From the Ohlone people, 

the  original  inhabitants  of  the  land,  to  the  Spanish 

colonizers  who sought  to  establish their  empire,  and 

the Mexican settlers who brought their unique culture 

and  traditions,  the  Presidio  has  witnessed  the 

convergence of diverse peoples and cultures.
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The  arrival  of  American  settlers  in  the  mid-19th 

century marked a new chapter in the Presidio's history. 

The  Mexican-American  War  and  the  subsequent 

American  occupation  brought  about  significant 

changes to the landscape and the lives of  the people 

living  there.  The  establishment  of  Fort  Mervine,  the 

predecessor to the Presidio, marked the beginning of a 

military  presence  that  would  continue  for  over  a 

century.

As  the  United  States  expanded  its  global  reach,  the 

Presidio evolved into a vital military training ground. 

During World War I and World War II,  thousands of 

soldiers  passed  through  its  gates,  preparing  for  the 

battles  that  would  shape  the  course  of  history.  The 

establishment  of  the  Defense  Language  Institute  in 

1946 marked a new era for the Presidio, transforming 

it  into  a  center  of  linguistic  excellence  and 

international cooperation.
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Today,  the  Presidio  stands  as  a  vibrant  and  diverse 

community, welcoming visitors from all walks of life. 

Its  historic  buildings,  museums,  and  cultural 

attractions offer a glimpse into the rich tapestry of its 

past,  while its parks,  trails,  and recreational facilities 

provide  opportunities  for  outdoor  adventure  and 

relaxation.

As we delve into the pages of this book, we will uncover 

the  stories  of  the  people  who  have  shaped  the 

Presidio's legacy—the soldiers who served, the families 

who sacrificed, the civilians who contributed, and the 

visitors  who  have  been  inspired  by  its  beauty  and 

significance. Through their experiences, we will gain a 

deeper  understanding  of  the  Presidio's  enduring 

importance  and  its  place  in  the  annals  of  American 

history.
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Book Description

Journey through the captivating history of the Presidio 

of Monterey, a place where diverse cultures converged 

and where the course of American history was shaped. 

From  its  humble  beginnings  as  a  Spanish  fort  to  its 

current  status  as  a  National  Historic  Landmark,  the 

Presidio  has  witnessed  the  passage  of  time  and  the 

unfolding of countless stories.

In  this  comprehensive  and  engaging  book,  we  delve 

into the rich tapestry of the Presidio's legacy, exploring 

the lives of  the people who have walked its  grounds 

and the events that  have transpired within its  walls. 

From the Ohlone people, the original inhabitants of the 

land,  to  the Spanish colonizers  and Mexican settlers, 

the Presidio has been a crossroads of  cultures and a 

microcosm of the American experience.

As the United States expanded westward, the Presidio 

played a pivotal role in the Mexican-American War and 
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the subsequent American occupation. Fort Mervine, the 

predecessor  to  the  Presidio,  became  a  symbol  of 

American military presence and a training ground for 

soldiers who would go on to fight in major conflicts. 

During World War I  and World War II,  the Presidio 

served  as  a  vital  hub  for  military  operations  and  a 

place  of  preparation  for  the  brave  men and women 

who served their country.

The establishment of the Defense Language Institute in 

1946 marked a new era for the Presidio, transforming 

it  into  a  center  of  linguistic  excellence  and 

international  cooperation.  Soldiers  from  around  the 

world  came  to  Monterey  to  learn  languages  and 

cultures, fostering understanding and building bridges 

between nations.

Today,  the  Presidio  stands  as  a  vibrant  community, 

welcoming visitors  from all  walks  of  life.  Its  historic 

buildings,  museums,  and  cultural  attractions  offer  a 

glimpse  into  the  rich  tapestry  of  its  past,  while  its 
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parks,  trails,  and  recreational  facilities  provide 

opportunities for outdoor adventure and relaxation.

Through  the  pages  of  this  book,  we  invite  you  to 

embark  on  a  journey  of  discovery,  to  uncover  the 

hidden stories and forgotten heroes of the Presidio of 

Monterey.  Delve  into  the  lives  of  the  soldiers  who 

served, the families who sacrificed, the civilians who 

contributed, and the visitors who have been inspired 

by  its  beauty  and  significance.  Gain  a  deeper 

understanding  of  the  Presidio's  enduring  importance 

and its place in the annals of American history.

6



Chapter 1: A Crossroads of History

The Ohlone People: The Original Inhabitants

Before  the  arrival  of  European  settlers,  the  Ohlone 

people were the original inhabitants of the Monterey 

Bay area.  They lived in  small,  semi-nomadic  villages 

along the coast and in the valleys, relying on hunting, 

gathering, and fishing for sustenance. The Ohlone had 

a deep spiritual  connection to  the land and believed 

that all  living things were interconnected. They were 

skilled craftspeople, creating baskets, pottery, and tools 

from natural materials.

Their  lives  were  disrupted  by  the  arrival  of  Spanish 

colonizers  in  the  18th  century.  The  Spanish  brought 

with  them  diseases,  such  as  smallpox  and  measles, 

which decimated the Ohlone population. The Spanish 

also forced the Ohlone to convert to Catholicism and to 

adopt Spanish customs.  Many Ohlone were forced to 
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work  on  Spanish  missions  and  ranchos,  where  they 

were subjected to harsh conditions and exploitation.

Despite these challenges, the Ohlone people maintained 

their cultural identity and traditions. They continued to 

practice their traditional ceremonies and rituals,  and 

they passed down their knowledge of the land and its 

resources  to  their  children.  Today,  there  are  several 

Ohlone  communities  in  California,  and  the  Ohlone 

people  are  working  to  revitalize  their  language  and 

culture.

The Ohlone people's legacy is woven into the fabric of 

the  Presidio  of  Monterey.  The  names  of  many 

landmarks in the area, such as the Salinas River and 

the  Santa  Cruz  Mountains,  are  derived  from  Ohlone 

words. The Ohlone people's knowledge of the land was 

essential to the survival of the early Spanish settlers, 

and  their  contributions  to  the  region's  history  and 

culture should never be forgotten.

The Ohlone and the Spanish
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The arrival of the Spanish in the 18th century had a 

profound impact  on  the  Ohlone  people.  The  Spanish 

brought with them a new language, a new religion, and 

a new way of life. The Ohlone were forced to adapt to 

these changes, and many of their traditional practices 

were suppressed.

Despite  the challenges they faced,  the Ohlone people 

maintained their  cultural  identity.  They continued to 

practice their traditional ceremonies and rituals,  and 

they passed down their knowledge of the land and its 

resources  to  their  children.  Today,  there  are  several 

Ohlone  communities  in  California,  and  the  Ohlone 

people  are  working  to  revitalize  their  language  and 

culture.
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Chapter 1: A Crossroads of History

Spanish Colonization: The Mission Era

In  the  tapestry  of  California's  history,  the  Spanish 

colonization  era  stands  out  as  a  time  of  profound 

change  and  cultural  convergence.  It  was  a  period 

marked  by  the  arrival  of  European  settlers,  the 

establishment  of  missions  and  presidios,  and  the 

introduction  of  new  languages,  customs,  and 

technologies.

The Spanish colonization of California began in earnest 

in the late 18th century, when Spanish explorers and 

missionaries ventured into the region in search of new 

lands and souls  to convert.  They were drawn by the 

beauty and abundance of the California landscape, as 

well as the desire to expand the Spanish empire and 

spread Catholicism.

One of the most significant developments during this 

era  was  the  establishment  of  missions.  The  missions 
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were  religious  outposts  where  Spanish  priests  and 

soldiers lived and worked among the Native American 

population.  They  served  as  centers  of  religious 

instruction,  agricultural  production,  and  military 

defense.  The  missions  also  played  a  key  role  in  the 

introduction  of  European  crops,  livestock,  and 

technology to California.

The Spanish colonizers also established a network of 

presidios,  or  military  forts,  throughout  the  region. 

These  presidios  served  to  protect  the  missions  and 

settlements from attack by Native American tribes and 

foreign powers. The Presidio of Monterey, founded in 

1770,  was  one  of  the  most  important  presidios  in 

California.

The Spanish colonization of California had a profound 

impact on the lives of the Native American people. The 

introduction  of  European  diseases,  coupled  with  the 

disruption  of  traditional  lifestyles  and  the  forced 

conversion to Catholicism, led to a decline in the Native 
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American population. However, the Native Americans 

also  resisted  Spanish  rule  and  adapted  to  the  new 

circumstances,  incorporating  elements  of  Spanish 

culture into their own traditions.

The  Spanish  colonization  era  came to  an  end in  the 

early  19th  century  with  the  Mexican  War  of 

Independence.  Mexico  gained  independence  from 

Spain  in  1821,  and  California  became  part  of  the 

Mexican  Republic.  The  Mexican  period  in  California 

was  relatively  brief,  but  it  left  its  own mark  on  the 

region, particularly in terms of language and culture.

The  Spanish  colonization  era  was  a  time  of  great 

change and upheaval in California. It was a period of 

conflict and cooperation, of assimilation and resistance. 

It was a time that shaped the history and culture of the 

region in profound ways, leaving a legacy that can still 

be seen today.
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Chapter 1: A Crossroads of History

Mexican Rule: A Time of Change

Mexico gained independence from Spain in 1821, and 

the Presidio of Monterey came under Mexican control. 

The  Mexican  government  implemented  a  number  of 

changes to the Presidio, including:

 Secularization  of  the  missions: The  Mexican 

government  secularized  the  missions  in 

California,  which  had  been  controlled  by  the 

Spanish  Catholic  Church.  This  meant  that  the 

missions  were  turned  over  to  the  Mexican 

government, and the Native American converts 

who lived at the missions were forced to leave.

 Land grants: The Mexican government granted 

large  tracts  of  land  to  Mexican  settlers  in 

California. This led to the displacement of many 

Native  American  tribes,  who  had  traditionally 

lived on the land.
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 Increased  trade: The  Mexican  government 

encouraged trade between California and other 

parts  of  Mexico.  This  led  to  an  increase  in 

economic  activity  in  the  Presidio  and  the 

surrounding area.

 Military  reforms: The  Mexican  government 

reformed  the  military  in  California,  and  the 

Presidio became an important military base. The 

Mexican  army  used  the  Presidio  to  protect  its 

territory from attacks by Native American tribes 

and foreign powers.

The Mexican period was a time of significant change 

for the Presidio of Monterey. The changes implemented 

by the Mexican government had a lasting impact on the 

Presidio and the surrounding area.

The Changing Role of the Presidio: During Mexican 

rule, the Presidio's role shifted from a purely military 

outpost to a more multifaceted institution. It became a 

center of government, commerce, and social life.  The 
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Mexican government  established a  customs house  at 

the Presidio, which collected duties on goods imported 

from  other  countries.  The  Presidio  also  became  a 

popular  destination  for  traders  and  merchants,  who 

came to buy and sell  goods.  In addition, the Presidio 

became a social hub for the local Mexican community. 

Mexican  soldiers  and  their  families  lived  at  the 

Presidio,  and  they  interacted  with  the  local  civilian 

population.

Tensions and Conflicts: The Mexican period was not 

without  its  challenges.  Tensions  existed  between  the 

Mexican government and the Native American tribes 

in  the  area.  The  Mexican  government's  policies  of 

secularization and land grants led to conflicts with the 

tribes,  who felt  that their traditional way of life was 

being  threatened.  In  addition,  there  were  tensions 

between the  Mexican government  and the  American 

settlers who began to arrive in California in the 1830s. 

The American settlers resented Mexican rule, and they 

eventually revolted against the Mexican government in 
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1846.  The  Mexican-American  War  ended  with  the 

United  States  gaining  control  of  California,  and  the 

Presidio of Monterey became a U.S. military base. 
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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