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Go-Round

Introduction

Carousel  Carvings:  Murals  on a  Merry-Go-Round is  a 

captivating  journey  into  the  enchanting  world  of 

carousel  art,  a  realm where  imagination  takes  flight 

and dreams come alive. From their humble beginnings 

as  simple  riding devices  to  their  transformation into 

elaborate  works  of  art,  carousels  have  captured  the 

hearts and imaginations of people across generations.

This book is an homage to the artistry, craftsmanship, 

and cultural significance of carousel carvings. Through 

its pages, readers will embark on a carousel adventure, 

discovering the intricate details and captivating stories 

hidden within these hand-carved masterpieces.  From 

the  majestic  steeds  that  gallop  across  carousel 
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platforms  to  the  whimsical  creatures  that  populate 

their fantastical landscapes, each carving tells a unique 

tale.

The book delves into the history of  carousel  carving, 

tracing its origins from ancient times to its golden age 

in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Readers will 

learn about the skilled artisans who breathed life into 

these  wooden  wonders,  using  their  talents  to  create 

works of art that continue to enchant and inspire.

Beyond their aesthetic appeal,  carousel carvings hold 

cultural  and  historical  significance.  They  reflect  the 

values,  beliefs,  and  aspirations  of  the  societies  that 

created  them.  From  mythological  scenes  depicting 

ancient  legends  to  historical  tableaux  showcasing 

significant events, carousel carvings provide a glimpse 

into  the  past,  offering  insights  into  the  lives  and 

imaginations of our ancestors.

In addition to their historical and cultural importance, 

carousel carvings are also symbols of joy, wonder, and 
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nostalgia. They evoke memories of childhood laughter 

and  carefree  days  spent  at  amusement  parks  and 

carnivals. The mere sight of a carousel can transport us 

back in time, filling our hearts with a sense of magic 

and merriment.

Carousel  Carvings:  Murals  on a  Merry-Go-Round is  a 

celebration of these beloved works of art. It is a book 

that  captures  the  essence  of  carousel  magic,  inviting 

readers to appreciate the artistry, craftsmanship, and 

cultural  heritage  embodied  by  these  extraordinary 

creations.
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Book Description

Carousel  Carvings:  Murals  on a  Merry-Go-Round is  a 

captivating exploration of the art, history, and cultural 

significance  of  carousel  carvings,  those  intricate  and 

enchanting  works  of  art  that  adorn  these  beloved 

amusement  rides.  This  comprehensive  book  takes 

readers  on  a  journey  through  the  magical  world  of 

carousel  carvings,  revealing  the  stories  behind  their 

creation and the artistry that brings them to life.

Inside this book, readers will discover:

 The fascinating history of carousel carving, from 

its early origins to its golden age in the late 19th 

and early 20th centuries.

 An in-depth look at the techniques and processes 

used  by  carousel  carvers  to  create  their 

masterpieces,  from selecting  the  right  wood to 

applying the finishing touches.
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 A celebration of the artistry and craftsmanship 

of carousel carvers, whose skills and dedication 

have  produced  some  of  the  most  iconic  and 

beloved works of folk art.

 An  exploration  of  the  cultural  and  historical 

significance  of  carousel  carvings,  which  reflect 

the  values,  beliefs,  and  aspirations  of  the 

societies that created them.

 A  showcase  of  some  of  the  most  remarkable 

carousel  carvings  from  around  the  world, 

accompanied  by  stunning  photographs  that 

capture  their  intricate  details  and  captivating 

beauty.

Carousel  Carvings:  Murals  on a  Merry-Go-Round is  a 

must-have for anyone interested in the art, history, or 

cultural significance of carousel carvings. It is a book 

that  will  appeal  to  carousel  enthusiasts,  art  lovers, 

historians, and anyone who appreciates the beauty and 

craftsmanship of these extraordinary creations.
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Chapter  1:  Carousel's  Enchanting 

History

The  Birth  of  Carousel:  Its  Origins  and 

Evolution

The  carousel,  a  beloved  amusement  ride  that  has 

captivated  generations,  has  a  rich  and  fascinating 

history. Its origins can be traced back to ancient times, 

with  early  forms  of  rotating  devices  appearing  in 

various cultures around the world. In the 12th century, 

Byzantines  created  a  carousel-like  device  called  a 

hippodrome,  which was used for training soldiers in 

jousting.  In  the  16th  century,  the  Ottoman  Empire 

introduced a similar device called a dondurma, which 

featured wooden horses that moved up and down.

The modern carousel as we know it today began to take 

shape in Europe during the 17th and 18th centuries. It 

was  during  this  time  that  carousel  makers  began  to 

incorporate  intricate  carvings  and  decorations  into 
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their  creations.  These  early  carousels  were  often 

powered  by  hand  or  by  animals,  and  they  were 

typically found at fairs and festivals.

In the 19th century,  the carousel underwent a major 

transformation.  The  invention  of  the  steam  engine 

allowed for the creation of larger and more elaborate 

carousels,  and  the  development  of  mass  production 

techniques  made  them  more  affordable.  As  a  result, 

carousels  became increasingly  popular  and  could  be 

found in amusement parks, carnivals, and even private 

estates.

The golden age of carousel manufacturing occurred in 

the late 19th and early 20th centuries. During this time, 

carousel makers such as Charles Dare, Gustav Dentzel, 

and William Dentzel created some of the most iconic 

and  elaborate  carousels  in  history.  These  carousels 

featured beautifully carved figures, intricate paintings, 

and complex mechanisms that brought them to life.

7



The  early  20th  century  also  saw  the  rise  of  the 

American carousel. American carousel makers such as 

the  Philadelphia  Toboggan  Company  and  the  Allan 

Herschell  Company  produced  carousels  that  were 

known for their size, grandeur, and attention to detail. 

These  carousels  were  often  housed  in  elaborate 

pavilions  and  became  popular  attractions  at 

amusement parks across the country.

Today,  carousels  continue  to  be  a  beloved  form  of 

entertainment for people of all ages. They can be found 

in  amusement  parks,  shopping  malls,  and  even 

museums.  While  some  carousels  still  operate  using 

their  original  mechanisms,  many have been updated 

with  modern  technology  to  ensure  their  continued 

operation for generations to come.
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Chapter  1:  Carousel's  Enchanting 

History

Marvels  of  Engineering:  The  Mechanics 

Behind the Magic

Carousel rides, with their mesmerizing circular motion 

and  colorful,  hand-carved  figures,  have  captivated 

audiences  for  centuries.  But  beyond  their  aesthetic 

charm,  these  amusement  rides  are  marvels  of 

engineering  that  combine  artistry  with  mechanical 

ingenuity.

The earliest carousels were simple rotating platforms 

powered  by  human  or  animal  force.  As  technology 

advanced, steam engines and electric motors took over, 

allowing for more elaborate and intricate designs. The 

golden age of carousel manufacturing in the late 19th 

and early 20th centuries saw the creation of some of 

the most iconic and mechanically complex carousels in 

history.
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One  of  the  key  engineering  challenges  in  carousel 

design is achieving smooth and steady rotation. This is 

accomplished  through  a  combination  of  gears, 

bearings, and a carefully balanced weight distribution. 

The  carousel's  platform  is  typically  mounted  on  a 

central  shaft  or  bearing,  which  allows  it  to  rotate 

freely.  A  system  of  gears  connects  the  motor  to  the 

platform, ensuring a consistent and controlled rotation 

speed.

Another  engineering  marvel  of  carousels  is  the 

mechanism that raises and lowers the carousel figures. 

This  is  typically  achieved  through  a  combination  of 

cams, levers, and pulleys. As the carousel rotates, the 

cams engage with the levers, causing the figures to rise 

and fall in a graceful and synchronized motion.

The  engineering  of  carousels  also  extends  to  the 

intricate  details  of  the  figures  themselves.  Carousel 

animals  and  characters  are  often  hand-carved  from 

wood  and  then  painted  with  vibrant  colors  and 
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intricate designs. The weight and balance of each figure 

must be carefully calculated to ensure that it remains 

stable and secure during operation.

The engineering marvels of carousels are not limited to 

their  mechanical  components.  The  artistic  design  of 

these  rides  also  plays  a  crucial  role  in  creating  a 

magical  and  immersive  experience  for  riders.  The 

combination  of  colorful  figures,  painted  panels,  and 

decorative  elements  transforms  the  carousel  into  a 

moving work of art.

Overall, carousel rides are a testament to the ingenuity 

and creativity of engineers and artisans. Their ability to 

combine mechanical precision with artistic expression 

has created timeless amusement rides that continue to 

enchant people of all ages.
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Chapter  1:  Carousel's  Enchanting 

History

Carousel's  Cultural  Significance:  A  Tapestry 

of Traditions

Carousel  carvings  are  more  than  just  decorative 

elements;  they  are  cultural  artifacts  that  reflect  the 

values,  beliefs,  and  traditions  of  the  societies  that 

created them. They offer a glimpse into the lives and 

imaginations of our ancestors, providing insights into 

their hopes, dreams, and fears.

From ancient times, humans have been fascinated with 

the concept of a rotating platform. In many cultures, 

carousels  were  used  in  religious  ceremonies  and 

festivals, symbolizing the cyclical nature of life and the 

universe. In some Native American tribes, for example, 

carousels were used in healing rituals, believed to have 

the power to restore balance and harmony to the body 

and spirit.
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In the Middle Ages, carousels became popular at fairs 

and markets throughout Europe. These early carousels 

were often simple in design, featuring wooden horses 

or other animals mounted on a rotating platform. They 

were a source of entertainment for people of all ages, 

providing  a  brief  respite  from  the  hardships  of 

everyday life.

As carousels grew in popularity, they began to take on 

a more elaborate form. In the 19th century,  carousel 

carving  reached  its  golden  age,  with  master  carvers 

creating exquisitely detailed and lifelike figures. These 

carousels  were  often  adorned  with  intricate  scenes 

depicting  historical  events,  mythological  tales,  and 

scenes from everyday life.

The cultural significance of carousel carvings extended 

beyond their aesthetic appeal. They served as a form of 

storytelling,  conveying  moral  lessons  and  cultural 

values  to  the  public.  For  example,  carousels  often 

featured scenes from popular fables,  such as Aesop's 
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fables,  which  taught  important  life  lessons  about 

honesty, kindness, and perseverance.

Carousel carvings also reflected the cultural diversity 

of  the regions where they were created.  In America, 

carousel  carvers drew inspiration from the country's 

rich  history  and  diverse  immigrant  population. 

Carousels featured figures representing different ethnic 

groups,  as  well  as  animals  and  plants  native  to  the 

Americas.

Today,  carousel  carvings  continue  to  be  a  source  of 

cultural  pride  and  heritage.  They  are  displayed  in 

museums  and  amusement  parks  around  the  world, 

attracting visitors of all ages. These carvings serve as a 

reminder  of  the  artistry  and  craftsmanship  of  past 

generations, and they continue to inspire and captivate 

audiences to this day.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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