
The Last Jacobite

Introduction

The  Jacobite  cause  is  one  of  the  most  romantic  and 

tragic  in British history.  It  is  the story of  a  group of 

people  who  fought  for  what  they  believed  in,  even 

when  the  odds  were  stacked  against  them.  The 

Jacobites were supporters of the Stuart dynasty, which 

was  deposed in  1688.  They  believed that  the  Stuarts 

were the rightful  rulers of  Britain and that they had 

been unjustly removed from the throne.

The Jacobite cause was led by a series of charismatic 

leaders,  including  Bonnie  Prince  Charlie,  who is  still 

considered a folk hero in Scotland. The Jacobites fought 

a number of wars against the British government, but 

they were ultimately defeated at the Battle of Culloden 

in 1746.
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Despite their defeat, the Jacobites continued to support 

the Stuart cause for many years. They hoped that one 

day they would be able  to  restore the Stuarts  to  the 

throne.  However,  this  never  happened,  and  the 

Jacobite cause eventually died out.

The Jacobite cause is a fascinating and complex part of 

British  history.  It  is  a  story  of  loyalty,  betrayal,  and 

sacrifice. It is also a story of hope and resilience. The 

Jacobites may have been defeated, but their cause still 

lives on in the hearts of many people.

The  Jacobites  left  a  lasting  legacy  on  British  culture. 

Their songs, poems, and stories are still popular today. 

They  are  also  remembered  for  their  courage  and 

determination.  The Jacobites  were a  group of  people 

who fought for what they believed in, even when the 

odds  were  stacked  against  them.  They  are  an 

inspiration to us all.

The story of the Jacobites is a reminder that we should 

never give up on our dreams, no matter how difficult 

2



they may seem. It  is  also a reminder that we should 

always  fight  for  what  we  believe  in,  even  when the 

odds are stacked against us.
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Book Description

In the tumultuous 18th century, a young man named 

Charles  Edward  Stuart,  known  as  Bonnie  Prince 

Charlie, ignited a rebellion that shook the British Isles 

to its core. The Last Jacobite tells the gripping story of 

this  charismatic  leader  and  his  quest  to  reclaim  the 

throne of his ancestors.

From  his  early  life  in  exile  to  his  daring  return  to 

Scotland,  Bonnie  Prince  Charlie  captured  the  hearts 

and  imaginations  of  a  nation.  With  his  charm, 

charisma,  and  unwavering  determination,  he  rallied 

thousands of Highlanders to his cause, leading them in 

a series of daring raids and battles against the British 

army.

The Jacobite Rebellion of 1745-46 was a turning point 

in  British  history.  It  was  the  last  major  uprising  in 

support  of  the Stuart  dynasty,  and its  defeat  marked 

the end of the Jacobite cause. But the story of Bonnie 
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Prince Charlie and his followers is more than just a tale 

of defeat. It is a story of courage, loyalty, and sacrifice.

The Last Jacobite is a richly detailed and meticulously 

researched account of the Jacobite Rebellion. Drawing 

on a wealth of primary sources, the author brings to 

life the key players in this epic struggle, from Bonnie 

Prince Charlie himself to his loyal supporters and the 

British soldiers who fought to defeat them.

This  book  is  a  must-read  for  anyone  interested  in 

British history, the Jacobite cause, or the life of Bonnie 

Prince  Charlie.  It  is  a  story  of  passion,  intrigue,  and 

betrayal, set against the backdrop of a nation divided.

The  Last  Jacobite is  a  powerful  reminder  of  the 

sacrifices people have made throughout history in the 

name of what they believe in. It is a story that will stay 

with you long after you finish reading it. 
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Chapter 1: The Last Jacobite

An Introduction to the Jacobite Cause

The Jacobite cause was a political movement in Britain 

that sought to restore the Stuart dynasty to the throne 

after it was deposed in the Glorious Revolution of 1688. 

The Jacobites believed that the Stuarts were the rightful 

rulers  of  Britain  and  that  they  had  been  unjustly 

removed from power.

The Jacobite cause was supported by a wide range of 

people,  from  Highland  clans  to  English  aristocrats. 

They were united by their belief in the divine right of 

kings  and  their  opposition  to  the  Protestant 

Hanoverian dynasty that had replaced the Stuarts.

The  Jacobites  launched a  number  of  uprisings  in  an 

attempt to restore the Stuarts to the throne. The most 

famous  of  these  was  the  Jacobite  Rebellion  of  1745, 

which was led by Bonnie Prince Charlie. The rebellion 

was  ultimately  defeated,  but  it  captured  the 
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imagination of the British people and helped to keep 

the Jacobite cause alive.

The  Jacobite  cause  eventually  died  out  in  the  19th 

century,  but it  left  a lasting legacy on British history 

and culture. The Jacobite songs, poems, and stories are 

still  popular  today,  and  the  Jacobites  are  still 

remembered for their courage and determination.

The Divine Right of Kings

The Jacobites believed that the Stuarts were the rightful 

rulers of Britain because they had been chosen by God. 

This belief was based on the doctrine of the divine right 

of kings, which held that kings were appointed by God 

and were responsible only to him.

The doctrine of the divine right of kings was popular in 

Britain in the 17th and 18th centuries. It was used to 

justify the authority of the monarchy and to suppress 

dissent. However, the doctrine came under increasing 
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attack in the 18th century as people began to question 

the idea that kings were above the law.

The Protestant Hanoverian Dynasty

The Protestant Hanoverian dynasty came to power in 

Britain  in  1714  after  the  death  of  Queen  Anne.  The 

Hanoverians  were  German  princes  who  were 

descended  from  the  Electress  Sophia,  the 

granddaughter of James I.

The Hanoverians were not popular with many Britons, 

who saw them as foreign usurpers. The Jacobites were 

particularly opposed to the Hanoverians because they 

were  Protestants.  The  Jacobites  believed  that  Britain 

should be ruled by a Catholic monarch.

The Jacobite Rebellions

The Jacobites  launched a  number  of  uprisings  in  an 

attempt to restore the Stuarts to the throne. The most 

famous  of  these  was  the  Jacobite  Rebellion  of  1745, 

which was led by Bonnie Prince Charlie.

8



The Jacobite Rebellion of 1745 began in Scotland in July 

1745. Bonnie Prince Charlie, the son of James Francis 

Edward Stuart, the Old Pretender, landed in Scotland 

with a small force of French and Scottish soldiers. He 

quickly gathered support from the Highland clans and 

marched south into England.

The Jacobite army reached Derby in December 1745, 

but they were forced to retreat when the British army 

approached. The Jacobites were defeated at the Battle 

of  Culloden  in  April  1746.  Bonnie  Prince  Charlie 

escaped to France, but he never returned to Scotland.

The  Jacobite  Rebellion  of  1745  was  the  last  major 

uprising in support of the Stuart dynasty. It marked the 

end of the Jacobite cause, but it also helped to create a 

lasting legacy of Jacobite songs, poems, and stories.
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Chapter 1: The Last Jacobite

The Life of Bonnie Prince Charlie

Charles Edward Stuart, better known as Bonnie Prince 

Charlie, was born in Rome on December 31, 1720. He 

was the eldest son of James Francis Edward Stuart, the 

Jacobite  pretender  to  the  British  throne,  and  Maria 

Clementina  Sobieska,  the  granddaughter  of  John  III 

Sobieski, King of Poland.

Bonnie Prince Charlie grew up in exile in Rome, where 

he was educated by Jesuit priests. He was a bright and 

intelligent  child,  and  he  quickly  mastered  several 

languages.  He  was  also  a  skilled  swordsman  and 

horseman.

In 1744, Bonnie Prince Charlie decided to make a bid 

for  the  British  throne.  He landed in  Scotland with  a 

small force of French and Scottish soldiers. He quickly 

gained support from the Highland clans, and he soon 

had a small army at his disposal.
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Bonnie  Prince  Charlie's  army  marched  south  into 

England,  and they reached Derby in December 1745. 

However, they were forced to retreat back to Scotland 

after the British government sent a large army to stop 

them.

The  Jacobite  army  was  defeated  at  the  Battle  of 

Culloden  in  April  1746.  Bonnie  Prince  Charlie  was 

forced to flee to France, where he lived in exile for the 

rest of his life. He never gave up his claim to the British 

throne, but he never made another attempt to invade 

Britain.

Bonnie Prince Charlie was a complex and controversial 

figure. He was a brave and charismatic leader, but he 

was also impetuous and reckless. He was a passionate 

believer in the Jacobite cause, but he was also willing to 

sacrifice  the  lives  of  his  followers  in  pursuit  of  his 

goals.

Despite  his  flaws,  Bonnie  Prince  Charlie  remains  a 

popular  figure  in  Scottish  history.  He  is  seen  as  a 
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symbol of Scottish nationalism and independence. His 

story is still told today in songs, poems, and novels.
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Chapter 1: The Last Jacobite

The Road to Culloden

The Jacobite Rebellion of 1745 was a pivotal moment in 

British history. It was the last major uprising in support 

of the Stuart dynasty, and its defeat marked the end of 

the  Jacobite  cause.  The  rebellion  was  led  by  Bonnie 

Prince Charlie, the grandson of James II, who had been 

deposed in 1688.

The  road  to  Culloden  began  in  1740,  when  Bonnie 

Prince Charlie arrived in Scotland from France. He was 

greeted with enthusiasm by the Highland clans,  who 

were eager to restore the Stuarts to the throne. Charlie 

raised an army of over 6,000 men and marched south 

into England.

The British government was caught off guard by the 

Jacobite uprising. They quickly assembled an army to 

meet the Jacobite threat. The two armies clashed at the 

Battle of Prestonpans in September 1745. The Jacobites 
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won a decisive victory, and the British army was forced 

to retreat.

The  Jacobite  victory  at  Prestonpans  sent  shockwaves 

through  Britain.  It  seemed  that  the  Stuarts  might 

actually  be  able  to  regain  the  throne.  However,  the 

Jacobite army was ultimately defeated at the Battle of 

Culloden  in  April  1746.  The  British  army  was  much 

larger and better equipped than the Jacobite army, and 

the Jacobites were routed.

The Battle of Culloden was a disaster for the Jacobite 

cause.  Bonnie  Prince  Charlie  was  forced  to  flee  to 

France,  and  the  Jacobite  rebellion  was  crushed.  The 

defeat  at  Culloden  marked  the  end  of  the  Jacobite 

cause,  and the Stuarts were never able to regain the 

throne.

The  road  to  Culloden  was  paved  with  many factors, 

including the political instability of Britain in the early 

18th  century,  the  unpopularity  of  the  Hanoverian 

dynasty,  and  the  charismatic  leadership  of  Bonnie 

14



Prince Charlie.  The Jacobite Rebellion was a complex 

and  fascinating  event,  and  its  legacy  is  still  debated 

today.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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