
Station Creation

Introduction

The world of broadcasting is constantly evolving, with 

new technologies and platforms emerging all the time. 

However, one thing that remains constant is the power 

of radio. Radio has the ability to reach a wide audience 

with a message that can inform, educate, and entertain. 

This makes it  an ideal medium for students who are 

looking to make a difference in their communities.

Student radio stations have been around for decades, 

and they continue to play an important role in the lives 

of students and the community at large. Student radio 

stations  provide  a  platform  for  students  to  express 

themselves  creatively,  learn  about  the  broadcasting 

industry, and develop valuable skills that they can use 

in their  future careers.  They also provide a  valuable 

service to the community by providing a source of local 
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news and information, as well as a platform for local 

musicians and artists to share their work.

In this book, we will take a comprehensive look at the 

world of student radio. We will discuss the history of 

student radio, the benefits of student radio for students 

and  the  community,  and  the  challenges  that  student 

radio stations face. We will also provide a step-by-step 

guide to starting a student radio station, from obtaining 

a  license from the FCC to  programming your station 

and promoting it to potential listeners.

Whether you are a student who is interested in starting 

a  radio  station,  a  faculty  member  who is  looking  to 

support student radio on your campus, or a community 

member  who  is  interested  in  learning  more  about 

student  radio,  this  book  has  something  for  you.  We 

hope  that  you  will  find  this  book  informative  and 

inspiring, and that it will help you to create a successful 

student radio station that will  serve your community 

for years to come.
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Student  radio is  a  powerful  tool  that  can be used to 

educate, inform, and entertain. It can also be a force for 

positive change in the community. If you are a student 

who is passionate about radio, we encourage you to get 

involved with your local student radio station. You can 

learn  valuable  skills,  meet  new  people,  and  make  a 

difference in your community.
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Book Description

Student  radio is  a  powerful  tool  that  can be used to 

educate, inform, and entertain. It can also be a force for 

positive change in the community. If you are a student 

who is passionate about radio, this book is for you.

In this comprehensive guide to student radio, you will 

learn everything you need to know to start and run a 

successful  student  radio  station.  We  will  cover 

everything from obtaining a  license from the FCC to 

programming  your  station  and  promoting  it  to 

potential listeners.

You will also learn about the history of student radio, 

the  benefits  of  student  radio  for  students  and  the 

community,  and  the  challenges  that  student  radio 

stations face. We will  also provide you with tips and 

advice from experienced student radio broadcasters.

Whether you are a student who is just starting out in 

radio or a seasoned broadcaster who is looking to take 
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your station to the next level, this book has something 

for  you.  We  hope  that  you  will  find  this  book 

informative and inspiring, and that it will help you to 

create a successful student radio station that will serve 

your community for years to come.

This  book  is  also  an  essential  resource  for  faculty 

members who are looking to support student radio on 

their  campus,  and for  community members who are 

interested in learning more about student radio.

So what are you waiting for? Start your student radio 

journey today!
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Chapter 1: The Power of Student Radio

The history and evolution of student radio

Student radio has a long and rich history, dating back 

to the early days of radio broadcasting. In the United 

States, the first student radio station was WHA, which 

was founded in 1919 at  the University  of  Wisconsin-

Madison.  WHA  was  initially  used  to  broadcast 

agricultural information to farmers, but it soon began 

broadcasting  a  variety  of  other  programming, 

including news, music, and sports.

In the 1920s and 1930s, student radio stations began to 

proliferate  across  the  country.  These  stations  were 

often founded by students who were passionate about 

radio  and  wanted  to  use  it  to  share  their  ideas  and 

interests with the world. Student radio stations played 

an  important  role  in  the  development  of  radio 

broadcasting,  and  they  helped  to  shape  the  medium 

into what it is today.
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During World War II,  student radio stations played a 

vital role in keeping the public informed about the war 

effort.  They  also  provided  a  much-needed  source  of 

entertainment for soldiers and their families. After the 

war,  student  radio  stations  continued  to  grow  in 

popularity,  and  they  became  an  important  part  of 

campus life.

In the 1960s and 1970s, student radio stations became a 

powerful  force  for  social  change.  They were  used to 

broadcast anti-war protests,  civil  rights marches,  and 

other forms of political activism. Student radio stations 

also played an important role in the development of 

new music genres, such as rock and roll and hip hop.

In the 1980s and 1990s, student radio stations faced a 

number of challenges, including the rise of commercial 

radio  and  the  decline  of  student  funding.  However, 

many  student  radio  stations  were  able  to  overcome 

these challenges and continue to thrive.  Today, there 

are  over  1,500  student  radio  stations  in  the  United 
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States, and they continue to play an important role in 

campus life and the broader community.

Student radio stations have evolved over the years, but 

they continue to  share a  common goal:  to  provide a 

platform  for  students  to  express  themselves  and  to 

make a difference in their communities. Student radio 

stations are a valuable resource for students, and they 

provide  a  unique  opportunity  for  students  to  learn 

about  broadcasting,  journalism,  and  other  related 

fields.
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Chapter 1: The Power of Student Radio

The  benefits  of  student  radio  for  students 

and the community

Student radio stations provide a number of benefits for 

students  and  the  community.  For  students,  student 

radio can be a valuable learning experience. Students 

who work at student radio stations can learn about all 

aspects  of  broadcasting,  including  production, 

programming,  and marketing.  They can also develop 

valuable  skills  in  teamwork,  communication,  and 

problem-solving.

In addition to providing a learning experience, student 

radio stations can also be a great way for students to 

express themselves creatively. Students can use student 

radio  to  share  their  music,  their  ideas,  and  their 

perspectives with the world. Student radio can also be 

a  platform  for  students  to  advocate  for  social  and 

political change.
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For the community, student radio stations can provide 

a  valuable  source  of  local  news  and  information. 

Student radio stations can also be a platform for local 

musicians and artists to share their work. Student radio 

stations can also help to promote local businesses and 

organizations.

In addition to the benefits listed above, student radio 

stations can also play a role in promoting diversity and 

inclusion.  Student  radio  stations  can  provide  a 

platform for  students  from all  backgrounds  to  share 

their  stories  and  their  perspectives.  Student  radio 

stations  can  also  help  to  challenge  stereotypes  and 

promote  understanding  between  different  groups  of 

people.

Overall,  student  radio  stations  provide  a  number  of 

benefits for students and the community. Student radio 

stations  can  be  a  valuable  learning  experience,  a 

platform for self-expression, a source of local news and 
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information,  and  a  force  for  positive  change  in  the 

community.
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Chapter 1: The Power of Student Radio

How student radio can be used as a tool for 

education and social change

Student radio can be a powerful tool for education and 

social change. By providing a platform for students to 

express themselves and share their ideas, student radio 

can  help  to  create  a  more  informed  and  engaged 

citizenry.  Student  radio can also be used to  promote 

social justice and equality, and to give a voice to those 

who are often marginalized.

Education

Student  radio can be a  valuable educational  tool.  By 

producing and broadcasting their own shows, students 

can  learn  about  a  variety  of  topics,  including 

journalism, broadcasting, and music production. They 

can also learn about current events and social issues, 

and  how  to  express  themselves  effectively.  Student 

radio  can  also  be  used  to  supplement  classroom 
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learning,  by providing students with opportunities to 

apply what they are learning in the classroom to real-

world situations.

Social change

Student radio can also be a powerful force for social 

change. By providing a platform for students to share 

their ideas and perspectives, student radio can help to 

raise  awareness  of  important  social  issues  and  to 

promote  dialogue  and  understanding.  Student  radio 

can also be used to organize and mobilize students to 

take action on social issues that they care about.

Examples of student radio stations that are making 

a difference

There are many examples of student radio stations that 

are using their platform to make a positive impact on 

their  communities.  For  example,  the  student  radio 

station at the University of California, Berkeley, has a 

long history of activism and social justice. The station 
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has  been  involved  in  campaigns  to  promote  voter 

registration,  to  raise  awareness  of  HIV/AIDS,  and  to 

support local businesses.

Another  example  is  the  student  radio  station  at 

Howard University in Washington, D.C. This station has 

been a voice for the African American community for 

over 50 years. The station has produced programs on a 

variety  of  topics,  including civil  rights,  social  justice, 

and the African American experience.

These are just two examples of the many student radio 

stations  that  are  making  a  difference  in  their 

communities. Student radio is a powerful tool that can 

be used to educate, inform, and inspire.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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