
In Their Faces

Introduction

The  faces  of  rural  America  in  the  1930s  and  1940s, 

captured  by  the  lens  of  a  reclusive  photographer 

known only as Disfarmer, offer a glimpse into a world 

that has all  but vanished.  His stark,  simple portraits, 

taken in a modest studio in the small town of Heber 

Springs,  Arkansas,  reveal  the  resilience,  dignity,  and 

quiet  beauty  of  ordinary  people  living  through 

extraordinary times.

Disfarmer's  subjects  were  farmers,  tradesmen, 

housewives,  children,  soldiers—a  cross-section  of  a 

community struggling to survive the hardships of the 

Great Depression and the upheaval of  World War II. 

His  photographs  capture  their  stoicism,  their 

determination, and their unwavering spirit in the face 

of adversity.
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These  portraits  are  more  than  just  historical 

documents; they are works of art that transcend time 

and place.  Disfarmer's  keen eye for  composition and 

his ability to capture the essence of his subjects have 

earned him a place among the great photographers of 

the  20th  century.  His  work  has  been  exhibited  in 

museums and galleries around the world and has been 

praised by critics and collectors alike.

In this book, we will explore the world of Disfarmer's 

photographs, delving into the stories behind the faces 

and  examining  the  social,  cultural,  and  historical 

context  in  which  they  were  created.  We  will  also 

explore the enduring legacy of Disfarmer's work and its 

continued relevance to contemporary America.

Through Disfarmer's lens, we can see the faces of a lost 

era, a time when rural communities were the backbone 

of  the nation and people lived close to  the land.  His 

photographs  remind  us  of  the  importance  of 
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preserving our heritage and of the value of the human 

spirit, even in the most challenging of times.

Disfarmer's  photographs  are  a  testament  to  the 

enduring  power  of  art  to  capture  the  human 

experience  and  to  reveal  the  beauty  and  dignity  of 

ordinary lives.  They are a reminder that even in the 

most difficult  of  circumstances,  the human spirit  can 

shine through.
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Book Description

In the heart of rural America, during the tumultuous 

decades of the Great Depression and World War II, a 

reclusive photographer named Disfarmer captured the 

faces of a vanishing world. His stark, simple portraits, 

taken in a modest studio in the small town of Heber 

Springs,  Arkansas,  offer  a  glimpse  into  the  lives  of 

ordinary people living through extraordinary times.

Disfarmer's  subjects  were  farmers,  tradesmen, 

housewives,  children,  soldiers—a  cross-section  of  a 

community  struggling  to  survive  economic  hardship 

and the upheaval of war. His photographs reveal their 

resilience, their dignity, and their unwavering spirit in 

the face of adversity.

More  than  just  historical  documents,  Disfarmer's 

photographs are works of art that transcend time and 

place. His keen eye for composition and his ability to 

capture the essence of his subjects have earned him a 
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place  among  the  great  photographers  of  the  20th 

century. His work has been exhibited in museums and 

galleries  around the  world  and has  been praised  by 

critics and collectors alike.

This  book  explores  the  world  of  Disfarmer's 

photographs, delving into the stories behind the faces 

and  examining  the  social,  cultural,  and  historical 

context in which they were created. It also explores the 

enduring legacy of Disfarmer's work and its continued 

relevance to contemporary America.

Through Disfarmer's lens, we see the faces of a lost era, 

a time when rural communities were the backbone of 

the  nation  and  people  lived  close  to  the  land.  His 

photographs  remind  us  of  the  importance  of 

preserving our heritage and of the value of the human 

spirit, even in the most challenging of times.

Disfarmer's  photographs  are  a  testament  to  the 

enduring  power  of  art  to  capture  the  human 

experience  and  to  reveal  the  beauty  and  dignity  of 
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ordinary lives.  They are a reminder that even in the 

most difficult  of  circumstances,  the human spirit  can 

shine through.
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Chapter 1: Faces of the Forgotten

The Vanishing Rural Lifestyle

The rural lifestyle that once defined America is rapidly 

disappearing.  In  the  past  century,  millions  of  people 

have left rural areas in search of better opportunities 

in  cities  and  suburbs.  This  migration  has  had  a 

profound  impact  on  both  rural  and  urban 

communities.

For rural communities, the loss of population has led to 

a  decline  in  essential  services,  such  as  schools, 

hospitals, and grocery stores. It has also made it more 

difficult  for  farmers  and  other  rural  businesses  to 

survive.  As  a  result,  many rural  towns have become 

ghost  towns,  and those that  remain are struggling to 

keep their economies afloat.

For  urban communities,  the influx of  rural  migrants 

has led to increased competition for jobs, housing, and 

other resources. It has also contributed to the growth of 
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sprawling suburbs, which have led to increased traffic 

congestion, pollution, and other problems.

The decline of rural America is a complex issue with no 

easy solutions. However, there are a number of things 

that  can  be  done  to  help  preserve  this  vital  part  of 

American culture.  One important  step is  to  invest  in 

rural  infrastructure and economic development.  This 

will  help to create jobs and make rural communities 

more attractive places to live.

Another  important  step  is  to  support  policies  that 

protect the environment and natural resources. Rural 

communities  are  often  home  to  some  of  the  most 

beautiful  and  fragile  ecosystems  in  the  country.  By 

protecting these ecosystems, we can help to ensure that 

rural communities remain vibrant and healthy places 

to live.

Finally, it is important to remember that rural America 

is home to a diverse and resilient people. Despite the 

challenges  they  face,  rural  Americans  have  always 
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found ways to adapt and thrive. By working together, 

we can help to ensure that rural communities continue 

to  play  a  vital  role  in  the  American  economy  and 

culture.

The photographs of Disfarmer, taken in the 1930s and 

1940s, offer a glimpse into a rural America that is now 

largely gone. His portraits capture the faces of people 

who  lived  and  worked  in  a  time  when  rural 

communities were still thriving. These photographs are 

a  reminder  of  the  importance  of  preserving  our 

heritage and of the value of the human spirit, even in 

the most challenging of times.
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Chapter 1: Faces of the Forgotten

Capturing the Essence of a Community

Disfarmer's photographs of Heber Springs, Arkansas, in 

the 1930s and 1940s offer a unique glimpse into a rural 

American community during a  time of  great  change. 

His portraits capture the faces of farmers, tradesmen, 

housewives,  children,  and  soldiers,  revealing  their 

resilience, dignity, and quiet beauty.

Through Disfarmer's lens, we see a community bound 

together  by  shared  experiences  and  values.  These 

people  worked  hard,  raised  families,  and  faced  the 

challenges of life with determination and grace. Their 

faces tell  stories of struggle and triumph, of loss and 

renewal.

Disfarmer's photographs also document a way of life 

that  is  all  but  vanished.  The  small  town  of  Heber 

Springs  was  once  a  thriving  agricultural  community, 

but  the  rise  of  industrialization  and  the  decline  of 
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family  farms  led  to  its  gradual  decline.  Disfarmer's 

photographs serve as a reminder of a time when rural 

communities were the backbone of the nation.

In his  portraits,  Disfarmer captured the essence of  a 

community  that  was  both  unique  and universal.  His 

photographs transcend time and place, speaking to the 

shared human experience of joy, sorrow, love, and loss. 

They are a testament to the power of photography to 

document and preserve our heritage.

Disfarmer's photographs of Heber Springs are not only 

historical  documents;  they are also works of  art.  His 

keen eye for composition and his ability to capture the 

essence of his subjects have earned him a place among 

the great photographers of the 20th century. His work 

has been exhibited in museums and galleries around 

the world and has been praised by critics and collectors 

alike.

Disfarmer's  photographs  are  a  reminder  of  the 

importance of community and the value of preserving 
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our  heritage.  They  are  a  testament  to  the  enduring 

power  of  the  human  spirit,  even  in  the  most 

challenging of times.
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Chapter 1: Faces of the Forgotten

The Art of Simplicity

Disfarmer's  photographs  are  characterized  by  their 

simplicity  and  directness.  He  eschewed  elaborate 

studio setups and artificial lighting, preferring to work 

with natural light and simple backdrops. His portraits 

are often taken from a straightforward angle, with the 

subject looking directly at the camera. This approach 

lends his photographs a sense of honesty and intimacy 

that is both disarming and compelling.

Disfarmer's  simplicity  is  not  merely  a  matter  of 

aesthetics. It is also a reflection of his deep respect for 

his subjects. He believed that the best way to capture 

their  essence  was  to  strip  away  all  artifice  and 

distractions. By doing so, he allowed their true selves to 

shine through.

In  an  era  dominated  by  Hollywood  glamour  and 

idealized  images  of  beauty,  Disfarmer's  photographs 
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were  a  refreshing  departure.  They  celebrated  the 

beauty  of  ordinary  people,  finding  poetry  in  the 

wrinkles on a farmer's face or the calloused hands of a 

working man.

Disfarmer's  work  is  a  reminder  that  true  beauty  is 

often found in the simplest of things. His photographs 

teach us to appreciate the beauty of the everyday and 

to find the extraordinary in the ordinary.

Disfarmer's approach to photography can also be seen 

as  a  reflection of  the values  of  rural  America in  the 

1930s and 1940s. During this time, people lived close to 

the land and relied on their own hard work to survive. 

There  was  little  room  for  ostentation  or  pretense. 

Disfarmer's  photographs  capture  this  ethos  of 

simplicity and self-reliance.

Today, in a world that is increasingly complex and fast-

paced, Disfarmer's work offers a much-needed antidote 

to the noise and clutter of modern life. His photographs 

remind  us  of  the  importance  of  slowing  down, 

14



appreciating the simple things,  and finding beauty in 

the everyday.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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