
Blues  Saxophone:  Styles  and 

Techniques of the Masters

Introduction

The blues saxophone is a voice that speaks to the soul. 

Its sound is raw, emotional, and deeply rooted in the 

African American experience. From the juke joints of 

the Mississippi Delta to the smoky jazz clubs of  New 

York City,  the blues saxophone has been a fixture of 

American music for over a century.

In this book, we will take a journey through the history 

of the blues saxophone, from its humble beginnings to 

its  current  status  as  a  global  phenomenon.  We  will 

meet  the  legendary  players  who  helped  shape  the 

sound of the blues saxophone, from Louis Jordan and 

Big  Jay  McNeely  to  Stanley  Turrentine  and  Junior 

Walker.  We  will  also  explore  the  different  styles  of 
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blues saxophone, from the rough-hewn Chicago blues 

to the cool West Coast sound.

Along the way, we will learn about the techniques that 

make the blues saxophone so distinctive. We will also 

discuss  the  importance  of  improvisation  in  blues 

saxophone  playing  and  how  to  develop  your  own 

unique  style.  Whether  you  are  a  seasoned  blues 

saxophonist or just a fan of this great music, this book 

has something for you.

So sit back, relax, and let the blues saxophone take you 

on a journey through time, space, and emotion.

The  blues  saxophone  is  more  than  just  a  musical 

instrument.  It  is  a  cultural  icon  that  represents  the 

resilience  and  creativity  of  the  African  American 

people.  It  is  a  voice  that  has  spoken  out  against 

injustice  and  oppression,  and  it  is  a  voice  that  has 

brought  joy  and  inspiration  to  millions  of  people 

around the world.

2



In this book, we celebrate the blues saxophone and its 

rich history. We pay tribute to the legendary players 

who  have  helped  shape  the  sound  of  this  great 

instrument, and we explore the different styles of blues 

saxophone that have emerged over the years. We also 

provide  practical  advice  for  aspiring  blues 

saxophonists,  from  choosing  the  right  instrument  to 

developing your own unique style.

Whether you are a seasoned blues saxophonist or just a 

fan  of  this  great  music,  we  hope  that  you  will  find 

something to enjoy in this book. So sit back, relax, and 

let the blues saxophone take you on a journey through 

time, space, and emotion.
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Book Description

Journey into the world of the blues saxophone, a voice 

that speaks to the soul. This comprehensive guide takes 

you on a musical odyssey through the history, styles, 

and  techniques  of  this  iconic  instrument.  From  its 

humble beginnings in the juke joints of the Mississippi 

Delta  to  its  global  prominence  today,  the  blues 

saxophone  has  captivated  audiences  with  its  raw 

emotion  and  deep  roots  in  the  African  American 

experience.

Meet the legendary players who shaped the sound of 

the  blues  saxophone,  from Louis  Jordan and Big  Jay 

McNeely  to  Stanley  Turrentine  and  Junior  Walker. 

Explore the diverse styles of blues saxophone, from the 

rough-hewn  Chicago  blues  to  the  cool  West  Coast 

sound. Learn about the techniques that make the blues 

saxophone  so  distinctive,  including  vibrato,  bending, 

phrasing, and articulation.
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Whether  you're  an  aspiring  blues  saxophonist  or 

simply  a  fan  of  this  great  music,  this  book  has 

something  for  you.  Aspiring  musicians  will  find 

practical  advice  on  choosing  the  right  instrument, 

developing  their  technique,  and  building  their 

repertoire. Music enthusiasts will enjoy the rich history 

and  cultural  significance  of  the  blues  saxophone,  as 

well  as  in-depth  analysis  of  the  music's  greatest 

moments.

With  its  engaging  narrative,  insightful  analysis,  and 

abundance  of  musical  examples,  this  book  is  the 

ultimate  resource  for  anyone interested  in  the  blues 

saxophone. So pick up your sax, turn up the volume, 

and let the blues saxophone take you on a journey of a 

lifetime.

In this book, you'll discover:

 The rich history of the blues saxophone, from its 

origins in the juke joints of the Mississippi Delta 

to its current status as a global phenomenon
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 In-depth profiles  of  the  legendary players  who 

shaped the sound of the blues saxophone

 A  comprehensive  exploration  of  the  different 

styles of blues saxophone, from Chicago blues to 

West Coast jazz

 Practical advice for aspiring blues saxophonists, 

from choosing the right instrument to developing 

your own unique style

 A deep dive into the techniques that  make the 

blues saxophone so distinctive, including vibrato, 

bending, phrasing, and articulation

Whether you're a seasoned blues saxophonist or just a 

fan of this great music, this book is sure to entertain, 

inform, and inspire you.

6



Chapter  1:  The  Roots  of  Blues 

Saxophone

The African Origins of the Blues

The blues saxophone is a voice that speaks to the soul. 

Its sound is raw, emotional, and deeply rooted in the 

African American experience. The origins of the blues 

can  be  traced  back  to  the  African  continent,  where 

music has always played an important role in religious 

ceremonies, social gatherings, and storytelling.

African music  is  characterized by its  use  of  call  and 

response,  polyrhythms,  and  improvisation.  These 

elements can be heard in the blues saxophone, which is 

often  played  with  a  raw,  unpolished  sound.  Blues 

saxophonists  often use  call  and response  to  create  a 

dialogue  between  their  instrument  and  the  other 

members  of  the band.  They also  use polyrhythms to 

create a complex and layered sound.  And they often 
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improvise,  creating  new  melodies  and  solos  on  the 

spot.

The blues  saxophone is  a  relatively  new instrument, 

but it has quickly become one of the most popular and 

expressive voices in jazz and blues music. Its sound is 

instantly recognizable, and its ability to convey a wide 

range of emotions has made it a favorite of musicians 

and listeners alike.

Here are some of  the African musical  traditions that 

influenced the development of the blues saxophone:

 Call and response: This is a common feature of 

African  music,  in  which  one  musician  sings  a 

line or phrase and the others respond. This can 

be  heard  in  the  blues  saxophone,  where  the 

saxophonist  often  plays  a  call  and  the  other 

members of the band respond.

 Polyrhythms: African  music  is  often 

characterized by the use of multiple rhythms at 

the same time.  This  can be heard in the blues 
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saxophone, which often uses complex rhythms to 

create a sense of movement and energy.

 Improvisation: Improvisation is  a key element 

of African music, and it is also a central part of 

the  blues  saxophone  tradition.  Blues 

saxophonists often improvise solos, creating new 

melodies and rhythms on the spot.

These are just a few of the African musical traditions 

that  influenced  the  development  of  the  blues 

saxophone. This instrument is a unique and powerful 

voice that has helped to shape the sound of American 

music.
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Chapter  1:  The  Roots  of  Blues 

Saxophone

The Blues in America: From Field Hollers to 

Urban Centers

The blues saxophone is a voice that speaks to the soul. 

Its sound is raw, emotional, and deeply rooted in the 

African American experience. The blues saxophone has 

its origins in the field hollers and work songs of African 

American slaves. These songs were a way for slaves to 

express their pain and suffering, and to connect with 

each other in a world where they were often isolated 

and alone.

After  the  Civil  War,  African  Americans  began  to 

migrate from the rural South to the urban North and 

Midwest. They brought their music with them, and the 

blues began to evolve and take on new forms. In the 

cities,  the  blues  was  played in  juke  joints,  bars,  and 

dance halls.  It  was also played on the streets,  and it 
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became a popular form of entertainment for people of 

all races and backgrounds.

The blues saxophone emerged as a distinct instrument 

in  the  early  20th  century.  Early  blues  saxophonists, 

such as Papa Charlie Jackson and Sidney Bechet, were 

inspired  by  the  sounds  of  the  blues  singers  and 

guitarists  they  heard  around  them.  They  began  to 

experiment with new ways of playing the saxophone, 

and  they  developed  a  unique  style  that  was  both 

soulful and expressive.

The  blues  saxophone  quickly  became  a  popular 

instrument in the blues world. It was used in a variety 

of  settings,  from  small  bands  to  big  bands.  Blues 

saxophonists  also  began  to  record  their  music,  and 

their recordings helped to spread the blues to a wider 

audience.

By the 1930s, the blues saxophone had become a major 

force in American music. It was being played by some 

of  the  biggest  names  in  the  blues,  including  Louis 
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Jordan, Big Jay McNeely, and Junior Wells.  The blues 

saxophone  also  began  to  influence  other  genres  of 

music, such as jazz and rock and roll.

Today, the blues saxophone is still  a vital part of the 

blues music scene. It is played by both traditional and 

contemporary  blues  musicians,  and  it  continues  to 

inspire and move audiences around the world.
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Chapter  1:  The  Roots  of  Blues 

Saxophone

Early  Blues  Saxophonists:  Papa  Charlie 

Jackson and Sidney Bechet

The blues saxophone has a long and rich history, dating 

back  to  the  early  days  of  jazz.  Two  of  the  most 

important early blues saxophonists were Papa Charlie 

Jackson and Sidney Bechet.

Papa Charlie Jackson was born in 1885 in Vicksburg, 

Mississippi.  He  began playing  saxophone  at  a  young 

age,  and he quickly  became known for  his  powerful 

and soulful sound. Jackson was a master of the blues 

idiom, and he was able to capture the essence of the 

blues in his playing. He was also a gifted improviser, 

and he was known for his ability to create spontaneous 

and exciting solos.
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Sidney  Bechet  was  born  in  1897  in  New  Orleans, 

Louisiana.  He  was  a  multi-instrumentalist,  but  he  is 

best  known for his  saxophone playing.  Bechet  was a 

brilliant  musician,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first 

saxophonists  to master the art  of  jazz improvisation. 

He was also a gifted composer, and he wrote some of 

the  most  popular  jazz  standards  of  the  early  20th 

century.

Jackson and Bechet  were  both  pioneers  of  the  blues 

saxophone, and they helped to shape the sound of this 

great  instrument.  They  were  both  masters  of  their 

craft,  and  their  music  continues  to  inspire  blues 

saxophonists to this day.

In  the  early  days  of  jazz,  the  saxophone  was  not  a 

widely accepted instrument. Many people thought that 

it was too loud and brash for jazz. However, Jackson 

and  Bechet  were  among  a  group  of  musicians  who 

helped  to  change  this  perception.  They  showed  the 

world  that  the  saxophone  could  be  a  beautiful  and 
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expressive instrument, and they helped to make it one 

of the most popular instruments in jazz.

Jackson and Bechet were also important figures in the 

development  of  the  blues  saxophone  as  a  solo 

instrument.  In  the early  days  of  jazz,  the  saxophone 

was primarily used as a section instrument. However, 

Jackson and Bechet began to experiment with playing 

solos on the saxophone, and they quickly showed that 

the  instrument  was  capable  of  great  melodic  and 

emotional expression.

The work of Jackson and Bechet helped to pave the way 

for the next generation of blues saxophonists, including 

Coleman  Hawkins,  Lester  Young,  and  Ben  Webster. 

These musicians built on the foundation that Jackson 

and Bechet had laid, and they helped to make the blues 

saxophone one of the most important instruments in 

jazz.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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