
Upholstering Success

Introduction

Upholstery is a craft that combines creativity, technical 

skill,  and  a  keen  eye  for  detail.  Whether  you're  a 

seasoned professional or just starting out,  having the 

right tools, knowledge, and techniques is essential for 

creating beautiful and durable upholstered furniture.

In this comprehensive guide, Pasquale De Marco takes 

you  on  a  journey  through  the  world  of  upholstery, 

providing expert insights and step-by-step instructions 

to help you master this rewarding craft. From selecting 

the  right  tools  and  materials  to  repairing  and 

reupholstering  furniture,  you'll  find  everything  you 

need to know to create stunning pieces that will  add 

style and comfort to your home.
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With  clear  explanations,  detailed  illustrations,  and 

practical tips,  this book is your ultimate resource for 

upholstery success. Whether you're looking to restore a 

cherished  family  heirloom,  give  new  life  to  a  thrift 

store  find,  or  simply  learn  a  new  skill,  Upholstering 

Success  has  everything  you  need  to  achieve 

professional-quality results.

So, gather your tools, choose your fabric, and let's get 

started on your upholstery adventure! Learn how to:

 Select  the  right  tools  and  materials  for  your 

upholstery projects

 Prepare  and  repair  furniture  frames  for 

reupholstery

 Cut and sew fabric with precision and accuracy

 Upholster  furniture  using  various  techniques, 

including traditional and modern methods

 Repair  common  upholstery  problems,  such  as 

tears, holes, and sagging springs

2



 Create  custom  upholstery  designs  and 

incorporate upholstery into your interior design 

scheme

Upholstery  Success  is  the  ultimate  guide  for  anyone 

looking to master the art of upholstery. Whether you're 

a  hobbyist,  a  professional  upholsterer,  or  simply 

someone who wants to learn a new skill, this book will 

provide you with the knowledge and skills you need to 

create beautiful and durable upholstered furniture.
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Book Description

Upholstery  Success  is  the  ultimate  guide  for  anyone 

looking to master the art of upholstery. Whether you're 

a  hobbyist,  a  professional  upholsterer,  or  simply 

someone who wants to learn a new skill, this book will 

provide you with the knowledge and skills you need to 

create beautiful and durable upholstered furniture.

Inside this comprehensive guide, you'll find everything 

you need to know about upholstery, from selecting the 

right  tools  and  materials  to  repairing  and 

reupholstering  furniture.  With  clear  explanations, 

detailed  illustrations,  and  practical  tips,  Pasquale  De 

Marco  takes  you  step-by-step  through  the  entire 

upholstery process, making it easy for you to achieve 

professional-quality results.

You'll learn how to:

 Choose the right upholstery fabric and materials 

for your project
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 Prepare  and  repair  furniture  frames  for 

reupholstery

 Cut and sew fabric with precision and accuracy

 Upholster  furniture  using  various  techniques, 

including traditional and modern methods

 Repair  common  upholstery  problems,  such  as 

tears, holes, and sagging springs

 Create  custom  upholstery  designs  and 

incorporate upholstery into your interior design 

scheme

Whether you're looking to restore a cherished family 

heirloom, give new life to a thrift store find, or simply 

learn a  new skill,  Upholstery  Success  has  everything 

you  need  to  achieve  your  upholstery  goals.  With  its 

comprehensive  coverage,  clear  instructions,  and 

inspiring projects, this book is your ultimate resource 

for upholstery success.

Upholstery  Success  is  the  ultimate  guide  for  anyone 

looking to master the art of upholstery. Whether you're 
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a  hobbyist,  a  professional  upholsterer,  or  simply 

someone who wants to learn a new skill, this book will 

provide you with the knowledge and skills you need to 

create beautiful and durable upholstered furniture.

Inside this comprehensive guide, you'll find everything 

you need to know about upholstery, from selecting the 

right  tools  and  materials  to  repairing  and 

reupholstering  furniture.  With  clear  explanations, 

detailed  illustrations,  and  practical  tips,  Pasquale  De 

Marco  takes  you  step-by-step  through  the  entire 

upholstery process, making it easy for you to achieve 

professional-quality results.
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Chapter 1: Tools of the Trade

1. Essential Hand Tools

Upholstery is  a  craft  that  requires  a  variety  of  hand 

tools to complete the job properly.  Whether you're a 

professional upholsterer or a hobbyist, having the right 

tools will make the process easier and more enjoyable.

One of the most important hand tools for upholstery is 

a hammer. A good upholstery hammer is lightweight 

and has a smooth face to avoid damaging the fabric. It's 

used  for  driving  tacks  and  staples,  as  well  as  for 

shaping and smoothing the fabric.

Another essential hand tool is a staple gun. Staple guns 

are  used  to  attach  the  fabric  to  the  frame  of  the 

furniture. There are two types of staple guns: manual 

and electric. Manual staple guns are less expensive, but 

they require more effort to use. Electric staple guns are 

more powerful and easier to use, but they're also more 

expensive.
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A  third  essential  hand  tool  for  upholstery  is  a 

screwdriver.  Screwdrivers  are  used  to  remove  and 

install  screws  that  hold  the  frame  of  the  furniture 

together. A set of screwdrivers with different sizes and 

shapes will come in handy for a variety of upholstery 

projects.

In addition to these essential  hand tools,  there are a 

number  of  other  tools  that  can  be  helpful  for 

upholstery, such as:

 Pliers: Pliers are used to bend and cut wire, as 

well as to hold and manipulate small objects.

 Wire cutters: Wire cutters are used to cut wire 

and springs.

 Scissors:  Scissors  are  used  to  cut  fabric  and 

thread.

 A  tape  measure:  A  tape  measure  is  used  to 

measure  the  fabric  and  the  frame  of  the 

furniture.
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 A  marking  pen  or  pencil:  A  marking  pen  or 

pencil is used to mark the fabric for cutting and 

sewing.

 A sewing machine: A sewing machine is used to 

sew the fabric together.

Having  the  right  tools  for  upholstery  will  make  the 

process easier and more enjoyable.  By investing in a 

few quality tools, you'll be able to create beautiful and 

durable upholstered furniture that will last for years to 

come.
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Chapter 1: Tools of the Trade

2. Power Tools for Upholstery

Power tools can significantly enhance your upholstery 

projects  by  making  tasks  easier,  faster,  and  more 

precise.  However,  it's  important  to  choose  the  right 

tools for the job and use them safely and effectively.

One of the most versatile power tools for upholstery is 

the  electric  stapler.  This  tool  makes  quick  work  of 

attaching fabric to furniture frames, and it can also be 

used  for  other  tasks  such  as  attaching  webbing  and 

springs. When choosing an electric stapler, look for one 

that is lightweight and easy to maneuver, and that has 

adjustable power settings.

Another  essential  power  tool  for  upholstery  is  the 

electric  screwdriver.  This  tool  is  used for assembling 

furniture  frames,  attaching  hardware,  and  making 

repairs.  When choosing an electric  screwdriver,  look 

10



for one that has a variety of bits and a variable speed 

setting.

A rotary tool is a versatile power tool that can be used 

for a variety of upholstery tasks, such as cutting fabric, 

sanding  wood,  and  shaping  foam.  When  choosing  a 

rotary  tool,  look  for  one  that  has  a  variable  speed 

setting and a variety of attachments.

Finally, a power drill is a useful tool for drilling holes 

in  furniture  frames  and  other  materials.  When 

choosing a power drill, look for one that has a variable 

speed setting and a variety of drill bits.

When using power tools for upholstery, it's important 

to take safety precautions. Always wear safety glasses 

and a dust mask, and be sure to use the tools in a well-

ventilated area.  Read the manufacturer's  instructions 

carefully before using any power tool, and never use a 

tool that is damaged or malfunctioning.
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With the right power tools and safety precautions, you 

can make your upholstery projects easier, faster, and 

more enjoyable.
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Chapter 1: Tools of the Trade

3. Choosing the Right Fabric

Selecting the right fabric for your upholstery project is 

crucial for achieving a beautiful and durable outcome. 

With  the  vast  array  of  fabrics  available,  it  can  be 

overwhelming to know where to start. Here are a few 

key  factors  to  consider  when  choosing  the  perfect 

fabric for your upholstery needs:

1. Fabric Type: -  Natural Fibers: Fabrics made from 

natural  fibers  like  cotton,  linen,  and  wool  are 

breathable,  comfortable,  and durable.  They are often 

used for upholstery projects that require a classic or 

traditional  look.  -  Synthetic Fibers: Synthetic  fabrics 

like  polyester,  nylon,  and  acrylic  are  typically  more 

affordable and easier to clean than natural fibers. They 

are  also  more  resistant  to  fading  and  wear,  making 

them ideal  for  high-traffic areas.  -  Blended Fabrics: 

Blended fabrics combine natural and synthetic fibers to 
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create fabrics that offer the best of both worlds. They 

are  durable,  comfortable,  and  often  more  affordable 

than fabrics made from 100% natural fibers.

2. Fabric Weight: -  Lightweight Fabrics: Lightweight 

fabrics like cotton and linen are ideal  for upholstery 

projects that require a soft, flowing look. They are also 

easier  to  sew  and  work  with,  making  them  a  good 

choice  for  beginners.  -  Medium-Weight  Fabrics: 

Medium-weight  fabrics  like  canvas  and  denim  are 

more durable and can withstand more wear and tear. 

They are often used for upholstery projects that require 

a  more  structured  look.  -  Heavyweight  Fabrics: 

Heavyweight  fabrics  like leather and velvet  are very 

durable  and  can  create  a  luxurious  look  and  feel. 

However, they can be more difficult to sew and work 

with,  so  they  are  best  suited  for  experienced 

upholsterers.

3.  Fabric  Pattern  and  Color: -  Solid  Colors: Solid-

colored fabrics are a versatile choice that can be used 
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to create a variety of looks, from classic and elegant to 

modern and minimalist.  -  Patterns: Patterned fabrics 

can  add  a  touch  of  personality  and  interest  to  your 

upholstery project. When choosing a patterned fabric, 

consider the scale of the pattern and how it will look on 

the piece of furniture you are upholstering. -  Colors: 

The  color  of  the  fabric  you  choose  will  have  a 

significant impact on the overall look and feel of your 

upholstery project. Consider the color scheme of your 

room and the style of furniture you are upholstering 

when selecting a fabric color.

4. Durability and Maintenance: - Durability: Consider 

the  intended  use  of  the  upholstered  furniture  when 

choosing  a  fabric.  If  the  furniture  will  be  used  in  a 

high-traffic area, you will need a fabric that is durable 

and  can  withstand  wear  and  tear.  -  Maintenance: 

Some fabrics  require more maintenance than others. 

For  example,  fabrics  made  from  natural  fibers  may 

need  to  be  dry-cleaned,  while  fabrics  made  from 

synthetic  fibers  can  often  be  machine-washed. 
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Consider  the  care  instructions  for  the  fabric  before 

making your final selection.

By carefully considering these factors, you can choose 

the right fabric for your upholstery project that will not 

only look beautiful but also withstand the test of time.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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