
A Fighting Chance

Introduction

One of  the longest-held prisoners  of  war in  Vietnam 

was  a  Marine  hero  named  Ernest  C.  Brace.  Despite 

facing  disgrace  and  banishment  from  the  Corps,  he 

found  himself  captured  while  working  as  a  civilian 

pilot  in  Laos  in  1965.  Brace  endured  two  years  of 

captivity  in  a  bamboo  cage  with  his  legs  in  stocks, 

showing unwavering bravery and resilience. Even after 

being transferred to Hanoi,  he steadfastly upheld the 

military code of conduct, placing the freedom of others 

before his own. This is the extraordinary and inspiring 

story of Ernest Brace's eight years in captivity and his 

eventual return to honor.

Brace's tale is a testament to the indomitable spirit of 

the human will. Despite the unimaginable hardships he 

faced  as  a  POW,  Brace  never  wavered  in  his 
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commitment to his country and his fellow servicemen. 

He refused early release, choosing instead to remain in 

captivity so that others might have the chance to return 

home.  Throughout  his  ordeal,  Brace  maintained  an 

unwavering  belief  in  the  power  of  hope  and  the 

strength  of  the  human  spirit.  His  unwavering 

dedication to the military code of conduct, even in the 

face  of  unimaginable  suffering,  serves  as  a  shining 

example of courage, honor, and selfless sacrifice.

Brace's story is not only a chronicle of survival, but also 

a  powerful  indictment  of  the  horrors  of  war.  The 

conditions he and his fellow POWs were subjected to 

were nothing short of barbaric, and their treatment at 

the hands of their captors was a flagrant violation of 

human rights. Brace's account of his time in captivity 

sheds  light  on  the  dark  realities  of  war  and  the 

devastating impact it has on the lives of those caught in 

its crosshairs.
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Beyond  its  historical  significance,  Brace's  story  is  a 

deeply  personal  and  moving  account  of  one  man's 

journey through the depths of despair and his ultimate 

triumph over adversity.  His  unwavering spirit  in the 

face  of  unimaginable  suffering  is  a  testament  to  the 

resilience of the human spirit and the power of hope. 

Brace's story is a reminder that even in the darkest of 

times, the human spirit can prevail.

His  account  of  his  ordeal  stands  as  a  powerful 

reminder of the sacrifices made by those who serve our 

country,  and  the  unwavering  commitment  of  those 

who uphold the military code of conduct. Brace's story 

is  not  just  a  tale  of  survival;  it  is  a  testament to  the 

indomitable  spirit  of  the  human  will,  a  powerful 

indictment of the horrors of war, and a deeply personal 

and moving account of one man's journey through the 

depths  of  despair  and  his  ultimate  triumph  over 

adversity.
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Book Description

In the annals of American military history, few stories 

are  as  captivating  and  inspiring  as  that  of  Ernest  C. 

Brace,  the  longest-held  civilian  prisoner  of  war  in 

Vietnam. Brace's tale is a testament to the indomitable 

spirit of the human will, the unwavering commitment 

to  honor  and  duty,  and  the  extraordinary  sacrifices 

made by those who serve our country.

Brace's ordeal began in 1965 when, while working as a 

civilian pilot in Laos, he was shot down and captured 

by enemy forces. For the next two years, he endured 

unimaginable hardships as a prisoner of war, confined 

to a bamboo cage with his legs in stocks. Despite the 

physical  and  psychological  torment  he  faced,  Brace 

never wavered in his commitment to the military code 

of conduct, refusing early release so that others might 

go free.
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In 1967, Brace was transferred to the infamous Hanoi 

Hilton, where he spent the remainder of his captivity. 

There,  he  and  his  fellow  POWs  were  subjected  to 

relentless torture, starvation, and isolation. Yet, even in 

the  darkest  depths  of  despair,  Brace's  spirit  never 

faltered.  He maintained an unwavering  belief  in  the 

power of hope and the strength of the human spirit, 

inspiring his fellow prisoners and serving as a beacon 

of resilience.

Brace's story is not only a tale of survival, but also a 

powerful indictment of the horrors of war. His account 

of  his  time  in  captivity  sheds  light  on  the  atrocities 

committed against POWs and the devastating impact of 

war  on  the  lives  of  those  caught  in  its  crosshairs. 

Brace's  experiences serve as  a  stark reminder of  the 

urgent  need  for  peace  and  reconciliation,  and  the 

importance of learning from the mistakes of the past.

Beyond  its  historical  significance,  Brace's  story  is  a 

deeply  personal  and  moving  account  of  one  man's 
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journey through the depths of despair and his ultimate 

triumph over adversity.  His  unwavering spirit  in the 

face  of  unimaginable  suffering  is  a  testament  to  the 

resilience of the human spirit and the power of hope. 

Brace's story is a reminder that even in the darkest of 

times, the human spirit can prevail.

Brace's unwavering dedication to the military code of 

conduct,  even in  the  face  of  unimaginable  suffering, 

serves  as  a  shining  example  of  courage,  honor,  and 

selfless sacrifice.  His story is  a powerful  reminder of 

the sacrifices made by those who serve our country, 

and the unwavering commitment of those who uphold 

the military code of conduct.
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Chapter 1: The Downed Flyer

The fateful mission

In  the  waning  days  of  the  Vietnam  War,  Ernest  C. 

Brace,  a  former Marine hero unjustly banished from 

the Corps, found himself on a fateful mission over the 

rugged mountains of Laos. As a civilian pilot, Brace was 

tasked  with  delivering  much-needed  supplies  to  a 

remote  outpost  deep  within  enemy  territory.  The 

mission was fraught with danger, and Brace was well 

aware of the risks involved. Yet, driven by a sense of 

duty and unwavering commitment to his country, he 

courageously embarked on the perilous journey.

Unbeknownst to Brace, his flight had been detected by 

enemy  radar.  As  he  skillfully  navigated  his  aircraft 

through  the  treacherous  terrain,  a  barrage  of  anti-

aircraft fire erupted around him. Brace's plane was hit, 

and he was forced to make a daring escape. With his 
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aircraft spiraling out of control, Brace ejected from the 

cockpit and parachuted into the dense jungle below.

Upon  landing,  Brace  found  himself  alone  and 

vulnerable in hostile territory. He quickly realized that 

he had been captured by enemy forces. Stripped of his 

freedom  and  dignity,  Brace  was  subjected  to  brutal 

interrogation and torture. Despite the relentless abuse, 

Brace remained steadfast in his refusal to provide his 

captors with any valuable information.

As Brace languished in captivity, he clung to the hope 

that he would one day be rescued. He drew strength 

from  the  memories  of  his  loved  ones  and  the 

unwavering  belief  that  he  would  eventually  return 

home.  Brace's  indomitable  spirit  and  unwavering 

resilience would be tested in the years to come as he 

endured the unimaginable horrors of war.

His  capture  marked  the  beginning  of  a  harrowing 

ordeal  that  would  span  eight  long  years.  Brace's 

unwavering courage and unwavering commitment to 
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his  country  would  be  tested  like  never  before  as  he 

faced the darkest depths of human suffering.
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Chapter 1: The Downed Flyer

Crash landing in enemy territory

The thunderous roar of  gunfire and explosions filled 

the air as the pilot, Lieutenant Ernest Brace, fought to 

keep his aircraft steady amidst the chaos of battle. He 

was  on  a  routine  reconnaissance  mission  over  the 

dense  jungles  of  Laos,  providing  support  for  ground 

troops engaged in a fierce firefight with enemy forces. 

Suddenly,  a  blinding  flash  and  a  deafening  bang 

engulfed his plane,  sending shrapnel tearing through 

the cockpit and searing pain shooting through his body. 

Brace's world was plunged into darkness.

When he regained consciousness, Brace found himself 

trapped  in  the  wreckage  of  his  aircraft,  his  limbs 

twisted  and  broken.  Dazed  and  disoriented,  he 

struggled to free himself from the mangled metal, the 

sound of approaching footsteps sending a chill  down 

his  spine.  Emerging  from the  wreckage,  he  was  met 
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with the sight of armed soldiers, their faces contorted 

with hostility, surrounding him. Brace realized that he 

had been shot down and captured by the enemy.

As  the  soldiers  roughly  dragged  him  away,  Brace's 

thoughts raced. He knew that he was in grave danger, 

and the uncertainty of his fate weighed heavily on his 

mind. He had heard stories of the brutal treatment and 

torture that prisoners of war endured at the hands of 

their captors, and he feared for his life. Yet, amidst the 

despair, a flicker of hope remained – a determination 

to survive and return home to his loved ones.

Brace  was  taken  to  a  makeshift  prison  camp  deep 

within the jungle, a place of darkness and despair. He 

was thrown into a filthy cell, where he was left alone to 

contemplate his  fate.  As  the days turned into weeks, 

Brace's body and spirit were pushed to the limits. He 

was subjected to harsh interrogations, denied food and 

water, and forced to endure unimaginable hardships. 
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Yet, through it all, he clung to the belief that he would 

one day be free.

Finally,  after  what  felt  like  an  eternity,  Brace  was 

released from his solitary confinement and taken to a 

labor  camp.  Here,  he  was  forced  to  work  alongside 

other  prisoners,  toiling  under  the  scorching  sun, 

building  roads  and  clearing  fields.  The  work  was 

grueling, and the conditions were deplorable, but Brace 

refused to give up. He knew that he had to stay strong, 

both physically and mentally, if he wanted to survive.
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Chapter 1: The Downed Flyer

Capture and interrogation

The fateful  mission that  brought  Ernest  Brace to  the 

skies  over  Laos  was  one  fraught  with  danger  and 

uncertainty.  As  he  piloted  his  aircraft  through  the 

hostile airspace, he knew that the odds of being shot 

down  were  high.  Yet,  he  remained  steadfast  in  his 

commitment to the mission and to his country.

Suddenly,  Brace's  plane  was  struck  by  a  barrage  of 

anti-aircraft fire. The impact sent the aircraft spiraling 

out  of  control,  and  Brace  braced  himself  for  the 

inevitable crash. He managed to eject from the plane 

just  before  it  hit  the  ground,  but  he  was  quickly 

captured by a group of armed soldiers.

Brace was taken to a remote prison camp, where he 

was  subjected  to  intense  interrogation.  His  captors 

were  determined  to  extract  information  from  him 

about his mission and his fellow servicemen. They used 
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a variety of tactics to break his spirit, including sleep 

deprivation, torture, and threats against his life.

Despite  the  relentless  pressure,  Brace  refused  to 

cooperate with his captors.  He remained steadfast  in 

his  loyalty to his  country and his  fellow soldiers.  He 

knew that any information he gave to the enemy could 

put their lives at risk.

Brace's  captors  grew increasingly  frustrated with his 

resilience.  They tried everything they could to  break 

him, but he refused to yield.  He endured the torture 

and  the  threats,  knowing  that  he  was  fighting  for 

something greater than himself.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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