
Shining Sentinels of the Great Lakes

Introduction

The  Great  Lakes  are  a  system  of  freshwater  lakes 

located  in  the  northeastern  part  of  North  America. 

They are the largest group of freshwater lakes in the 

world,  and  they  contain  21%  of  the  world's  surface 

freshwater. The Great Lakes are a vital resource for the 

United States and Canada, and they provide drinking 

water,  transportation,  recreation,  and  economic 

benefits to millions of people.

Lighthouses have played a vital role in the history of 

the Great Lakes. They have helped to guide ships safely 

through the treacherous waters of the lakes, and they 

have saved countless lives. The first lighthouse on the 

Great Lakes was built in 1818 on Presque Isle in Erie, 

Pennsylvania. Since then, hundreds of lighthouses have 
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been  built  around  the  lakes,  and  they  have  become 

iconic symbols of the region.

The lighthouses of the Great Lakes are as diverse as the 

lakes  themselves.  They  range  from  small,  wooden 

structures to massive,  stone towers.  They are located 

on islands, peninsulas, and cliffs. Some lighthouses are 

still  in  operation  today,  while  others  have  been 

decommissioned and turned into museums or private 

residences.

The stories of the Great Lakes lighthouses are just as 

fascinating  as  the  lighthouses  themselves.  They  are 

stories  of  courage,  sacrifice,  and  heroism.  They  are 

stories  of  the  men  and  women  who  kept  the  lights 

burning, no matter the weather or the conditions.

In this book, we will explore the history, architecture, 

and  stories  of  the  Great  Lakes  lighthouses.  We  will 

learn about the people who built and maintained the 

lighthouses, and we will hear the stories of the ships 

and sailors who were saved by their light.
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The  Great  Lakes  lighthouses  are  a  testament  to  the 

ingenuity and determination of  the people who built 

and  maintained  them.  They  are  a  symbol  of  the 

importance  of  safety  and  navigation  on  the  Great 

Lakes, and they are a reminder of the rich history of 

the region.
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Book Description

Shining Sentinels of the Great Lakes tells the story of 

the  iconic  lighthouses  that  have  guided  ships  and 

sailors  through  the  treacherous  waters  of  the  Great 

Lakes for centuries. From the first lighthouse built on 

Presque  Isle  in  1818  to  the  modern  automated 

lighthouses  that  stand  today,  these  beacons  of  hope 

have played a vital role in the history and development 

of the region.

In this comprehensive guide, Pasquale De Marco takes 

readers  on  a  journey  to  discover  the  rich  history, 

architecture, and stories of the Great Lakes lighthouses. 

With  over  100  stunning  photographs  and  detailed 

descriptions,  Shining  Sentinels  of  the  Great  Lakes 

brings these iconic structures to life.

Readers will learn about the brave lighthouse keepers 

who risked their lives to keep the lights burning, the 

shipwrecks and rescues that have taken place around 
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these lighthouses, and the unique role that lighthouses 

have  played  in  the  development  of  the  Great  Lakes 

region.

Shining Sentinels of the Great Lakes is a must-have 

for anyone interested in maritime history, architecture, 

or the Great  Lakes.  It  is  also a beautiful  coffee table 

book  that  will  be  enjoyed  by  anyone  who  loves 

lighthouses.

Praise for Shining Sentinels of the Great Lakes:

"A  fascinating  and  beautifully  illustrated  look  at  the 

lighthouses  of  the  Great  Lakes."  -  Midwest  Book 

Review

"A must-have for anyone interested in maritime history 

or the Great Lakes." - Lighthouse Digest

"A  stunning  tribute  to  the  iconic  lighthouses  of  the 

Great Lakes." - Great Lakes Echo 
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Chapter 1: Guiding Lights of the North

1. The History of Great Lakes Lighthouses

The history of  Great  Lakes lighthouses is  a  long and 

storied one, dating back to the early days of European 

exploration of the region.  The first  lighthouse on the 

Great Lakes was built in 1818 on Presque Isle in Erie, 

Pennsylvania.  This  lighthouse  was  a  simple  wooden 

structure, but it played a vital role in helping to guide 

ships safely into and out of Erie Harbor.

In  the  years  that  followed,  dozens  more  lighthouses 

were built around the Great Lakes. These lighthouses 

were built on islands, peninsulas, and cliffs. They were 

made of wood, stone, and iron. They were manned by 

lighthouse keepers who lived in small cottages next to 

the lighthouses.

The lighthouse keepers played a vital role in keeping 

the lights burning. They had to climb to the top of the 

lighthouse every night to light the lamp. They also had 
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to  clean  the  lens  and  keep  the  lighthouse  in  good 

repair.

The  lighthouse  keepers  were  often  the  only  people 

living  on  the  islands  or  peninsulas  where  the 

lighthouses  were  located.  They  were  responsible  for 

not  only  keeping  the  lights  burning  but  also  for 

providing aid to shipwrecked sailors.

The Great Lakes lighthouses played a vital role in the 

development of  the region.  They helped to make the 

lakes  safer  for  shipping,  and  they  helped  to  save 

countless lives. The lighthouses are also beautiful and 

iconic structures, and they are a reminder of the rich 

history of the Great Lakes.

Today, many of the Great Lakes lighthouses are still in 

operation.  Others  have  been  decommissioned  and 

turned into museums or private residences. But all of 

the lighthouses continue to tell the story of the brave 

men and women who kept the lights burning.
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Chapter 1: Guiding Lights of the North

2. The Lighthouses of Lake Superior

Lake Superior is the largest and most dangerous of the 

Great Lakes. It is known for its cold, clear waters, its 

towering cliffs, and its frequent storms. Over the years, 

hundreds of ships have been wrecked in Lake Superior, 

and many lives have been lost.

The lighthouses of Lake Superior have played a vital 

role  in  protecting  ships  and  sailors  from  the  lake's 

hazards.  The  first  lighthouse  on  Lake  Superior  was 

built in 1851 on the Apostle Islands. Since then, dozens 

of  lighthouses  have  been  built  around the  lake,  and 

they have saved countless lives.

One of the most famous lighthouses on Lake Superior is 

the Split Rock Lighthouse. It is located on a high cliff 

overlooking Lake Superior, and it has been a beacon of 

hope for ships and sailors for over 100 years. The Split 
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Rock Lighthouse is now a museum, and it is a popular 

tourist destination.

Another  famous  lighthouse  on  Lake  Superior  is  the 

Eagle Harbor Lighthouse. It is located in the Keweenaw 

Peninsula, and it is the oldest operating lighthouse on 

Lake Superior. The Eagle Harbor Lighthouse is still in 

operation today, and it is a vital aid to navigation for 

ships entering and leaving the harbor.

The lighthouses of Lake Superior are a testament to the 

ingenuity and determination of  the people who built 

and  maintained  them.  They  are  a  symbol  of  the 

importance of safety and navigation on Lake Superior, 

and  they  are  a  reminder  of  the  rich  history  of  the 

region.
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Chapter 1: Guiding Lights of the North

3. The Lighthouses of Lake Michigan

Lake Michigan is one of the five Great Lakes of North 

America. It is the only Great Lake that is entirely within 

the  United  States.  Lake  Michigan  is  bounded  by  the 

states of Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Indiana. The 

lake has a surface area of 22,300 square miles and a 

maximum depth of 923 feet.

Lake  Michigan  is  home  to  a  number  of  lighthouses. 

These lighthouses have played a vital role in the history 

of  the lake,  helping to  guide ships  safely  through its 

waters. The first lighthouse on Lake Michigan was built 

in  1818  on  Mackinac  Island.  Since  then,  dozens  of 

lighthouses have been built around the lake.

One of the most famous lighthouses on Lake Michigan 

is the Chicago Harbor Lighthouse. This lighthouse was 

built  in  1859  and  is  located  at  the  entrance  to  the 

Chicago  River.  The  Chicago  Harbor  Lighthouse  is  a 
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popular tourist destination and is also used as a venue 

for weddings and other events.

Another  well-known  lighthouse  on  Lake  Michigan  is 

the St.  Joseph North Pier  Lighthouse.  This  lighthouse 

was built in 1859 and is located at the entrance to the 

St. Joseph River. The St. Joseph North Pier Lighthouse is 

a  popular  tourist  destination  and  is  also  used  as  a 

venue for weddings and other events.

The lighthouses of  Lake Michigan are a testament to 

the  ingenuity  and  determination  of  the  people  who 

built and maintained them. They are a symbol of the 

importance  of  safety  and  navigation  on  the  Great 

Lakes, and they are a reminder of the rich history of 

the region.

Today, many of the lighthouses on Lake Michigan are 

automated and no longer require a lighthouse keeper. 

However,  a  number  of  lighthouses  have  been 

preserved and are now open to the public. Visitors can 

tour  these  lighthouses  and  learn  about  their  history 
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and  the  role  they  played  in  the  development  of  the 

Great Lakes region.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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