In the Shadow of the Jade Dragon

Introduction

A young man named Edward Bliss, filled with a
burning desire to serve humanity and answer the call
of adventure, embarked on a remarkable journey to
the heart of feudal China in 1892. Leaving behind the
comforts of his Massachusetts home, he ventured into
the unknown, driven by an unwavering faith and a

profound sense of compassion.

Bliss's destination was the impoverished walled city of
Shaowu, a place untouched by modern medicine. With
unwavering determination, he established a medical
practice, becoming the city's first and only doctor. His
arrival marked a turning point for the people of
Shaowu, who had long suffered from treatable illnesses

and diseases.



In the face of adversity, Bliss remained steadfast in his
mission. He tirelessly treated patients, performed
surgeries in primitive conditions, and dispensed
medicine to those in need. His dedication and skill as a
physician quickly earned him the respect and

admiration of the local community.

As Bliss immersed himself in the life of Shaowu, he
developed deep and meaningful relationships with his
patients and colleagues. He embraced the local culture,
learning the language and customs, and becoming an
integral part of the community. His work extended
beyond the walls of his clinic, as he also became
involved in education and public health initiatives,

leaving a lasting impact on the city.

Bliss's unwavering commitment to serving others was
tested during the tumultuous Boxer Rebellion. As
violence erupted and foreigners were targeted, he
remained steadfast in his resolve to protect his patients

and continue his work. Despite the destruction of his



medical clinic, he refused to abandon the people of
Shaowu, demonstrating unwavering courage and

dedication.

The story of Edward Bliss is a testament to the
transformative power of one person's unwavering
commitment to serving others. His life and work in
China are a shining example of the profound impact
that a single individual can have on a community.
Through his selfless service and unwavering
dedication, he brought hope and healing to countless
lives, leaving a legacy that continues to inspire

generations.



Book Description

In the heart of feudal China, a young American doctor
named Edward Bliss embarked on a remarkable
journey of service and sacrifice. Driven by an
unwavering faith and a profound sense of compassion,
he left behind the comforts of his Massachusetts home
to bring hope and healing to the people of Shaowu, an
impoverished walled city untouched by modern

medicine.

With unwavering determination, Bliss established a
medical practice in Shaowu, becoming the city's first
and only doctor. His arrival marked a turning point for
the people, who had long suffered from treatable
illnesses and diseases. Day after day, he tirelessly
treated patients, performed surgeries in primitive

conditions, and dispensed medicine to those in need.

Bliss's dedication and skill as a physician quickly

earned him the respect and admiration of the local



community. He embraced the local culture, learning
the language and customs, and becoming an integral
part of the city. His work extended beyond the walls of
his clinic, as he also became involved in education and
public health initiatives, leaving a lasting impact on

Shaowu.

As political turmoil erupted in China, BIliss's
unwavering commitment to his patients was tested
during the Boxer Rebellion. Refusing to abandon them,
he remained steadfast in his resolve to protect them
and continue his work. Despite the destruction of his
medical clinicc, he persevered, demonstrating

unwavering courage and dedication.

Edward Bliss's life and work in China are a testament
to the transformative power of one person's
unwavering commitment to serving others. Through
his selfless service, he brought hope and healing to
countless lives, leaving a legacy that continues to

inspire generations. His story is a reminder of the



profound impact that a single individual can have on a
community, and the enduring power of compassion

and selflessness.



Chapter 1: A Call to Adventure

The allure of the unknown

From a young age, Edward Bliss was captivated by the
allure of the unknown. He longed to explore faraway
lands, to experience different cultures, and to make a
difference in the world. As he grew older, his desire to
serve others grew stronger, and he decided to become a

medical missionary.

Edward was drawn to China, a country with a rich
history and culture, but also a country plagued by
poverty, disease, and suffering. He believed that he
could use his medical skills to help those in need and to
make a lasting impact on the lives of the Chinese

people.

In 1892, at the age of 26, Edward embarked on his
journey to China. He left behind his family and friends,
his home and his country, to embark on an adventure

that would change his life forever.



Edward's journey to China was long and arduous. He
traveled by ship across the Pacific Ocean, enduring
weeks of seasickness and cramped conditions. He then
traveled overland, by train and by foot, through the

rugged mountains and valleys of China.

Finally, after months of travel, Edward arrived in
Shaowu, a small city in the Fujian province of China.
Shaowu was a poor and isolated city, with few modern
amenities and little access to healthcare. Edward was
the city's first and only doctor, and he quickly became

known for his skill and compassion.

Edward's work in Shaowu was challenging and often
dangerous. He treated patients with a wide range of
illnesses and diseases, from malaria and dysentery to
smallpox and cholera. He performed surgeries in
primitive conditions, using whatever instruments he

could find.

Despite the challenges, Edward never gave up. He was

driven by his faith and his unwavering commitment to
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serving others. He worked tirelessly to provide medical
care to the people of Shaowu, and he quickly became a

beloved figure in the community.

Edward's story is a testament to the power of one
person to make a difference. He left his home and his
country to serve others, and he made a lasting impact
on the lives of countless people. His story is an
inspiration to us all, reminding us that we can all make
a difference in the world, no matter how small our

actions may seem.



Chapter 1: A Call to Adventure

Edward Bliss's early life and education

Edward Bliss was born into a devout Christian family
in rural Massachusetts in 1866. From a young age, he
displayed a deep compassion for others and a strong
desire to serve those in need. His parents, who were
both deeply involved in their local church, instilled in
him a strong sense of social responsibility and a belief

in the importance of helping others.

Edward's early education took place in the local one-
room schoolhouse, where he excelled in his studies and
developed a love of learning. He was particularly
drawn to science and mathematics, subjects that would

later serve him well in his medical career.

After graduating from high school, Edward went on to
attend Harvard University, where he continued to excel
academically. He majored in biology and minored in

chemistry, and he also took courses in philosophy and
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theology. During his time at Harvard, Edward became
increasingly involved in social justice issues, and he

participated in several protests and demonstrations.

Upon graduating from Harvard, Edward decided to
pursue a career in medicine. He enrolled at the
University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, where
he quickly established himself as a top student. He was
known for his intelligence, his dedication to his studies,

and his compassion for his patients.

Edward's medical training was rigorous and
demanding, but he persevered, driven by his desire to
become a skilled and effective physician. He graduated
from medical school in 1892, eager to begin his career

and make a difference in the world.
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Chapter 1: A Call to Adventure

The decision to become a medical missionary

Edward Bliss's decision to become a medical
missionary was a profound one, shaped by a deep
sense of faith, a thirst for adventure, and a desire to
serve humanity. From a young age, he felt a calling to
use his medical skills to help those in need, particularly

in remote and underserved areas.

Inspired by the stories of other medical missionaries
who had dedicated their lives to serving in far-off
lands, Bliss felt a growing conviction that this was his
true purpose in life. He saw it as a way to combine his
passion for medicine with his desire to make a

meaningful impact on the world.

Bliss's decision was also influenced by his strong
religious beliefs. As a devout Christian, he felt a deep
sense of responsibility to follow in the footsteps of Jesus

Christ, who dedicated his life to healing the sick and
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serving the poor. Bliss believed that by becoming a
medical missionary, he could emulate Christ's example
and make a real difference in the lives of those who

needed it most.

In addition, Bliss was drawn to the adventure and
challenge of working in a foreign country. He longed to
experience new cultures, learn new languages, and
immerse himself in different ways of life. He saw his
work as a medical missionary as an opportunity to

broaden his horizons and grow as a person.

Despite the challenges and uncertainties that lay ahead,
Bliss felt an unwavering sense of conviction about his
decision. He knew that the path he had chosen was the
right one for him, and he was eager to embark on his
journey to China, where he would dedicate his life to

serving others.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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