
Behind  Closed  Doors:  Unveiling  the 

Secrets of Corporate Power

Introduction

The insidious influence of corporate power has become 

an undeniable reality in our modern world. From the 

corridors  of  government  to  the  boardrooms  of 

multinational  corporations,  the  pursuit  of  profit  has 

often taken precedence over the well-being of society 

and the environment. In this groundbreaking book, we 

delve  into  the  hidden depths  of  corporate  influence, 

exposing the intricate web of  power that  shapes our 

political, economic, and social systems.

Throughout  history,  corporations  have  amassed 

enormous wealth and influence, wielding their power 

to shape public policy, manipulate markets, and control 

the flow of information. Through lobbying, campaign 
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finance,  and  revolving  door  relationships  between 

business  and  government,  corporate  interests  have 

become  deeply  entrenched  in  the  decision-making 

processes that  affect  our lives.  This  cozy relationship 

between  corporations  and  politicians  has  led  to  a 

system  where  the  interests  of  the  few  outweigh  the 

needs  of  the  many,  resulting  in  policies  that  favor 

corporate profits at the expense of public welfare.

The  hollowing  out  of  democracy  is  a  direct 

consequence of corporate power. As corporations have 

grown  more  powerful,  labor  unions  have  declined, 

public services have been eroded, and the media has 

become  increasingly  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a 

few powerful entities. This has created a system where 

the voices of ordinary citizens are often drowned out 

by the cacophony of corporate interests.

The  global  reach  of  corporate  power  is  undeniable. 

Multinational  corporations  have  become  dominant 

players  in  the  global  economy,  exploiting  labor  in 
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developing  countries,  driving  environmental 

destruction,  and  influencing  international  trade 

agreements  to  their  advantage.  The  pursuit  of  profit 

has  led  to  a  race  to  the  bottom,  where  corporations 

compete  to  offer  the  cheapest  goods  and  services, 

regardless of the human and environmental costs.

The future of capitalism and democracy is at stake. If 

we allow corporate power to continue unchecked, we 

risk creating a society where the wealthy and powerful 

few dictate the terms of our lives. It is time for us to 

demand  accountability  from  corporations,  to  reform 

our  political  systems  to  limit  their  influence,  and  to 

build  a  more  just  and  equitable  society  where  the 

interests of all are valued.
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Book Description

In a world increasingly dominated by corporations, our 

democracies  and  economies  are  under  siege.  Behind 

Closed Doors unmasks the hidden world of corporate 

power,  revealing  how  corporations  wield  their 

influence to shape public policy, manipulate markets, 

and control the flow of information.

Drawing  on  groundbreaking  research  and  startling 

case studies,  this  book exposes the insidious ways in 

which  corporations  have  captured  our  political 

systems, undermined our democracies, and eroded our 

public  services.  It  delves  into  the  revolving  door 

between  business  and  government,  the  dark  money 

that  fuels  political  campaigns,  and  the  corporate 

lobbying that shapes legislation.

The  authors  argue  that  the  unchecked  power  of 

corporations poses a grave threat to our future. They 

show  how  corporate  influence  has  led  to  a  system 
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where the interests  of  the wealthy few outweigh the 

needs  of  the  many,  resulting  in  policies  that  favor 

corporate profits at the expense of public welfare. They 

also explore the devastating impact of corporate power 

on  the  environment,  as  corporations  pursue  profit 

without regard for the consequences.

Behind  Closed  Doors  is  a  clarion  call  for  action.  It 

demands  accountability  from  corporations, 

transparency in our political systems, and a renewed 

commitment to democracy. It is a must-read for anyone 

who cares about the future of our planet and the well-

being of our societies.
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Chapter 1: The Invisible Hand of Power

The History of Corporate Influence

Corporate  power  is  not  a  new  phenomenon.  For 

centuries,  corporations  have  wielded  significant 

influence  over  society.  However,  the  rise  of  large, 

multinational corporations in the 20th century has led 

to  a  dramatic  increase  in  corporate  power  and 

influence.

The history of corporate influence can be traced back 

to  the  early  days  of  capitalism.  As  businesses  grew 

larger  and more  complex,  they  began to  exert  more 

influence over the political and economic landscape. In 

the United States,  the rise of  big business in the late 

19th  and  early  20th  centuries  led  to  a  number  of 

scandals  and  investigations  into  corporate  power. 

These  investigations  revealed  that  corporations  were 

using  their  wealth  and  power  to  influence  elections, 
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manipulate  markets,  and  control  the  flow  of 

information.

In  the  aftermath  of  these  scandals,  a  number  of 

reforms  were  enacted  to  limit  corporate  power. 

However, these reforms did not completely eliminate 

corporate  influence.  In  fact,  corporate  power  has 

continued to  grow in  recent  decades,  due  in  part  to 

globalization  and  the  rise  of  multinational 

corporations.

Today,  corporations  are  more  powerful  than  ever 

before.  They  have  a  profound  impact  on  our  lives, 

shaping everything from the products we consume to 

the policies that govern our society. It is essential that 

we understand the history of corporate influence and 

the  ways  in  which  corporations  wield  their  power. 

Only then can we take steps to limit corporate power 

and build a more just and equitable society.

The Rise of Multinational Corporations
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One of the most significant developments in the history 

of  corporate  influence  has  been  the  rise  of 

multinational  corporations  (MNCs).  MNCs  are 

corporations that operate in multiple countries.  They 

have become increasingly powerful in recent decades, 

due  to  a  number  of  factors,  including  globalization, 

technological  advances,  and  the  decline  of  trade 

barriers.

MNCs have a profound impact on the global economy. 

They control a large share of the world's wealth and 

production. They also have a significant influence on 

global  politics  and  policymaking.  MNCs  often  lobby 

governments  to  create  policies  that  are  favorable  to 

their interests. They also have the power to move their 

operations  to  countries  with  lower  taxes  and 

regulations.

The  rise  of  MNCs  has  led  to  a  number  of  concerns 

about corporate power. Critics argue that MNCs are too 

powerful  and  that  they  are  not  accountable  to  the 
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public.  They  also  argue  that  MNCs  are  driving 

inequality and environmental destruction.

The Future of Corporate Power

The  future  of  corporate  power  is  uncertain.  Some 

experts believe that corporate power will continue to 

grow in the coming years. Others believe that there will 

be  a  backlash  against  corporate  power  and  that 

corporations  will  be  forced  to  become  more 

accountable to the public.

The  future  of  corporate  power  will  depend  on  a 

number  of  factors,  including  the  actions  of 

governments,  the  behavior  of  corporations,  and  the 

demands of the public.  If  we want to limit corporate 

power  and  build  a  more  just  and  equitable  society, 

then  we  need  to  hold  corporations  accountable  and 

demand that they act in the public interest.
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Chapter 1: The Invisible Hand of Power

The  Revolving  Door  Between  Business  and 

Government

The revolving door between business and government 

is  a  well-trodden  path,  with  individuals  moving 

seamlessly from the private sector to public office and 

back  again.  This  close  relationship  between 

corporations and politicians creates a system where the 

interests of the few outweigh the needs of the many, 

resulting in policies that favor corporate profits at the 

expense of public welfare.

One of the most visible examples of the revolving door 

is the appointment of former corporate executives to 

high-level  government  positions.  These  individuals 

often  bring  with  them  a  pro-business  agenda  that 

prioritizes  deregulation,  tax  cuts,  and  other  policies 

that  benefit  their  former employers.  For example,  in 

the United States, the Trump administration appointed 
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several former executives from the fossil fuel industry 

to  key  positions  in  the  Environmental  Protection 

Agency,  resulting  in  a  rollback  of  environmental 

regulations.

The  revolving  door  also  works  in  the  opposite 

direction,  with  former  government  officials  often 

taking up lucrative positions in the private sector. This 

can create  a  conflict  of  interest,  as  these  individuals 

may  use  their  knowledge  of  government  regulations 

and  policies  to  benefit  their  new  employers.  For 

example,  a  former  member  of  the  Securities  and 

Exchange  Commission  (SEC)  may  join  a  Wall  Street 

investment  bank and use  their  knowledge of  insider 

trading regulations to help the bank avoid prosecution.

The revolving door between business and government 

is  a  major  contributing  factor  to  the  capture  of  the 

regulatory  state  by  corporate  interests.  When 

regulators are former industry executives, they are less 

likely  to  impose  strict  regulations  on  their  former 
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employers.  This  can  lead  to  a  lack  of  oversight  and 

enforcement, which can have serious consequences for 

public health, safety, and the environment.

For  example,  the  revolving  door  between  the 

pharmaceutical  industry  and  the  Food  and  Drug 

Administration (FDA) has been linked to the approval 

of unsafe drugs. In one case, a former FDA official who 

had previously worked for a pharmaceutical company 

was responsible for reviewing the safety of a new drug. 

The official approved the drug despite concerns raised 

by other FDA scientists, and the drug was later found to 

have serious side effects.

The revolving door between business and government 

is  a  threat  to  democracy.  It  undermines  the  public's 

trust  in government and creates a system where the 

wealthy  and  powerful  few  dictate  the  terms  of  our 

lives. It is time for us to demand accountability from 

corporations,  to  reform our political  systems to  limit 
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their influence, and to build a more just and equitable 

society where the interests of all are valued.
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Chapter 1: The Invisible Hand of Power

The  Influence  of  Lobbying  and  Campaign 

Finance

Lobbying and campaign finance are two of  the most 

powerful tools that corporations use to influence public 

policy. By donating money to political campaigns and 

hiring  lobbyists  to  represent  their  interests, 

corporations  can  gain  access  to  politicians  and 

decision-makers,  and shape the laws and regulations 

that govern their industries.

The  influence  of  lobbying  and  campaign  finance  is 

undeniable. Studies have shown that corporations that 

spend more money on lobbying are more likely to get 

their desired outcomes from government. For example, 

a study by the Center for Responsive Politics found that 

companies that spent more than $1 million on lobbying 

in  2018  were  10  times  more  likely  to  have  their 
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preferred policies enacted than companies that spent 

less than $100,000.

Campaign  finance  also  plays  a  significant  role  in 

shaping  public  policy.  In  the  United  States, 

corporations  and  wealthy  individuals  can  donate 

unlimited  amounts  of  money  to  political  campaigns. 

This  gives  them  a  huge  advantage  over  ordinary 

citizens, who can only donate small amounts of money. 

As  a  result,  corporations  have  a  disproportionate 

influence on the outcome of elections, and the policies 

that are enacted by elected officials.

The influence of lobbying and campaign finance is  a 

major  threat  to  democracy.  It  allows corporations  to 

buy access to politicians and decision-makers,  and to 

shape  public  policy  in  their  own  interests.  This 

undermines the principle of equal representation and 

makes  it  difficult  for  ordinary  citizens  to  have  their 

voices heard.
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There  are  a  number  of  things  that  can  be  done  to 

reduce the influence of lobbying and campaign finance. 

One is to pass laws that limit the amount of money that 

corporations  and  wealthy  individuals  can  donate  to 

political campaigns. Another is to require corporations 

to disclose their lobbying activities. Finally, we need to 

educate the public about the influence of lobbying and 

campaign  finance,  and  to  encourage  them  to  get 

involved in the political process.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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