
Trading Humans

Introduction

The  global  trade  of  humans  is  a  complex  and 

multifaceted  phenomenon  that  has  become  a  major 

concern for governments, international organizations, 

and  civil  society  groups  around  the  world.  Human 

smuggling,  a  form of  human trafficking,  involves the 

illegal  movement  of  people  across  borders,  often for 

the purposes of exploitation or financial gain. In recent 

years,  the scale and scope of  human smuggling have 

increased significantly,  with millions  of  people  being 

smuggled across borders each year.

This  book  provides  a  comprehensive  examination  of 

the  global  trade  of  humans,  exploring  its  causes, 

consequences,  and  the  various  responses  to  this 

pressing issue. Drawing on research from a wide range 

of disciplines, including sociology, economics, law, and 
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criminology, the book offers a nuanced understanding 

of the dynamics of human smuggling and its impact on 

individuals, communities, and nations.

The  book  begins  by  defining  human  smuggling  and 

discussing its historical and contemporary dimensions. 

It  then  examines  the  regional  dynamics  of  human 

smuggling,  highlighting  the  factors  that  drive 

smuggling in different parts of the world. The economic 

and social costs of human smuggling are also explored, 

with  a  focus  on  the  devastating  impact  it  has  on 

individuals and communities.

The  book  also  delves  into  the  process  of  human 

smuggling, examining the methods used by smugglers 

to  recruit  and  transport  migrants,  the  routes  and 

borders  they  utilize,  and  the  role  of  technology  and 

social  media  in  facilitating  human  smuggling.  The 

resilience of smuggling operations and the challenges 

in dismantling them are also discussed.
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The  demand  for  smuggled  migrants  and  the  role  of 

destination countries in shaping the market for human 

smuggling  are  also  explored.  The  impact  of  labor 

markets  and  migration  policies  on  the  demand  for 

smuggled labor is examined, as well as the involvement 

of organized crime in human smuggling networks.

The  book  also  sheds  light  on  the  victims  of  human 

smuggling,  examining  their  demographic 

characteristics and the vulnerabilities that make them 

susceptible  to  exploitation.  The  health  and 

psychological  consequences  of  human  smuggling  are 

also discussed, along with the specific challenges faced 

by women and children who are smuggled.
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Book Description

Trading  Humans:  A  Global  Perspective provides  a 

comprehensive analysis of the global trade of humans, 

shedding  light  on  its  causes,  consequences,  and  the 

responses to this urgent issue.

Drawing on research from a wide range of disciplines, 

the  book  offers  a  nuanced  understanding  of  the 

dynamics  of  human  smuggling  and  its  impact  on 

individuals,  communities,  and  nations.  It  delves  into 

the historical and contemporary dimensions of human 

smuggling,  examining its  regional  variations  and the 

economic and social costs it inflicts on societies.

The  book  explores  the  process  of  human  smuggling, 

detailing the methods used by smugglers to recruit and 

transport  migrants,  the  routes  and  borders  they 

traverse, and the role of technology and social media in 

facilitating these illicit activities. It also investigates the 
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resilience of smuggling operations and the challenges 

faced in dismantling them.

The book examines the demand for smuggled migrants 

and  the  role  of  destination  countries  in  shaping  the 

market for human smuggling. It analyzes the impact of 

labor markets and migration policies on the demand 

for  smuggled  labor,  as  well  as  the  involvement  of 

organized crime in human smuggling networks.

The  book  also  sheds  light  on  the  victims  of  human 

smuggling,  examining  their  demographic 

characteristics and the vulnerabilities that make them 

susceptible to exploitation. It explores the health and 

psychological  consequences  of  human  smuggling, 

particularly focusing on the unique challenges faced by 

women and children who are smuggled.

Trading  Humans:  A  Global  Perspective offers  a 

comprehensive  examination  of  this  complex  issue, 

providing  valuable  insights  for  researchers, 
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policymakers,  and  practitioners  working  to  address 

human smuggling and its devastating consequences. 
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Chapter 1: The Global Trade of Humans

1. Defining Human Smuggling

Human smuggling, a form of human trafficking, is the 

illegal  movement  of  people  across  borders,  often for 

the purposes of  exploitation or  financial  gain.  It  is  a 

complex  and  multifaceted  phenomenon  that  has 

become  a  major  concern  for  governments, 

international  organizations,  and  civil  society  groups 

around the world.

Human  smuggling  differs  from  human  trafficking  in 

that it does not necessarily involve the exploitation of 

the  smuggled  person.  However,  the  two  are  often 

linked, as smugglers may sell or trade the people they 

smuggle to traffickers who then exploit them for labor, 

sexual exploitation, or other forms of abuse.

There  are  many  different  ways  in  which  human 

smuggling can occur. In some cases, smugglers may use 

fraudulent documents or other means to help people 
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cross  borders  illegally.  In  other  cases,  they  may  use 

force or coercion to transport people against their will. 

Smugglers  may  also  smuggle  people  in  hidden 

compartments of vehicles or cargo ships.

The motivations for human smuggling are varied. Some 

smugglers are motivated by financial gain, while others 

may  be  motivated  by  political  or  ideological  beliefs. 

Still others may be motivated by a desire to help people 

escape poverty or persecution.

Regardless of the motivations of the smugglers, human 

smuggling is a serious crime that can have devastating 

consequences  for  the  people  who  are  smuggled. 

Smuggled people are often subjected to dangerous and 

inhumane conditions during their journey. They may 

be  forced  to  travel  in  cramped  and  unsanitary 

conditions, and they may be denied food, water,  and 

medical care. They may also be subjected to physical or 

sexual abuse.
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Chapter 1: The Global Trade of Humans

2. Historical and Contemporary Perspectives

Human smuggling is  not a new phenomenon. People 

have  been  smuggled  across  borders  for  centuries, 

driven  by  a  variety  of  factors,  including  economic 

hardship, political persecution, and conflict. However, 

the scale and scope of human smuggling has increased 

significantly  in  recent  decades,  due  in  part  to 

globalization,  the  rise  of  organized  crime,  and  the 

increasing  demand  for  cheap  labor  in  developed 

countries.

In the past, human smuggling was often carried out by 

individuals  or  small  groups  operating  on  a  local  or 

regional  level.  However,  today,  human  smuggling  is 

increasingly  dominated  by  organized  crime  groups, 

which have the resources and networks to operate on a 

global  scale.  These  groups  often  use  sophisticated 

methods to  recruit  and transport  migrants,  and they 
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are often involved in other criminal activities, such as 

drug trafficking and arms smuggling.

The rise of organized crime in human smuggling has 

led  to  an  increase  in  the  risks  faced  by  migrants. 

Smugglers  often  charge  exorbitant  fees  for  their 

services,  and  they  may  subject  migrants  to  violence, 

abuse, and exploitation. Migrants may also be forced to 

work in dangerous or exploitative conditions once they 

reach their destination.

The contemporary era has also witnessed a significant 

increase in the demand for cheap labor in developed 

countries. This demand has been driven by a number 

of  factors,  including the aging of  the population,  the 

decline of  manufacturing jobs,  and the rising cost  of 

living.  As  a  result,  employers  in  developed countries 

have become increasingly reliant on migrant workers, 

many of whom are smuggled into the country illegally.

The increased demand for cheap labor has also led to 

an increase in the number of people who are willing to 
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take the risk of being smuggled. For many people, the 

potential benefits of migrating to a developed country 

outweigh the risks involved. They may hope to find a 

better job, earn higher wages, or escape persecution or 

conflict.
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Chapter 1: The Global Trade of Humans

3. Regional Dynamics of Human Smuggling

Human  smuggling  is  a  global  phenomenon,  but  its 

dynamics vary significantly across different regions of 

the  world.  Some  regions  are  more  prone  to  human 

smuggling  than  others,  and  the  factors  driving 

smuggling in one region may be different from those in 

another.

Asia

Asia is the largest and most populous continent in the 

world, and it is also home to some of the highest rates 

of human smuggling. The region is characterized by a 

wide  range  of  economic,  political,  and  social 

conditions, which contribute to the smuggling problem.

Some of the key factors driving human smuggling in 

Asia include:
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 Poverty  and  inequality: Many  people  in  Asia 

live  in  poverty,  and  they  may  see  human 

smuggling  as  a  way  to  escape  their  economic 

circumstances.

 Political instability: Many Asian countries have 

experienced  political  instability  and  conflict, 

which can lead to displacement and an increase 

in human smuggling.

 Weak  border  controls: Some  Asian  countries 

have weak border controls, which make it easier 

for smugglers to operate.

 Demand for labor: Some Asian countries have a 

high  demand  for  labor,  which  can  lead  to  an 

increase in human smuggling.

Africa

Africa is another region where human smuggling is a 

major  problem.  The  continent  is  home  to  many 

countries that are struggling with poverty, conflict, and 
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political instability. These factors all contribute to the 

smuggling problem.

Some of the key factors driving human smuggling in 

Africa include:

 Poverty and inequality: Many people in Africa 

live  in  poverty,  and  they  may  see  human 

smuggling  as  a  way  to  escape  their  economic 

circumstances.

 Conflict  and  displacement: Many  African 

countries  have  experienced  conflict  and 

displacement, which can lead to an increase in 

human smuggling.

 Weak border controls: Some African countries 

have weak border controls, which make it easier 

for smugglers to operate.

 Demand for labor: Some African countries have 

a high demand for labor, which can lead to an 

increase in human smuggling.

Europe
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Europe is  a  region that  has been affected by human 

smuggling  in  recent  years.  The  region  has  seen  an 

increase in the number of people smuggling migrants 

from Africa and the Middle East into Europe.

Some of the key factors driving human smuggling in 

Europe include:

 Demand  for  labor: Some  European  countries 

have a high demand for labor, which can lead to 

an increase in human smuggling.

 Political  instability: Some  European  countries 

have experienced political instability, which can 

lead to displacement and an increase in human 

smuggling.

 Weak  border  controls: Some  European 

countries  have  weak  border  controls,  which 

make it easier for smugglers to operate.

The Americas
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The Americas is a region that has also been affected by 

human smuggling. The region has seen an increase in 

the number of people smuggling migrants from Latin 

America into the United States.

Some of the key factors driving human smuggling in 

the Americas include:

 Poverty and inequality: Many people in Latin 

America  live  in  poverty,  and  they  may  see 

human  smuggling  as  a  way  to  escape  their 

economic circumstances.

 Political  instability: Some  Latin  American 

countries  have experienced political  instability, 

which can lead to displacement and an increase 

in human smuggling.

 Weak  border  controls: Some  Latin  American 

countries  have  weak  border  controls,  which 

make it easier for smugglers to operate.
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 Demand  for  labor: Some  countries  in  the 

Americas have a high demand for labor, which 

can lead to an increase in human smuggling. 
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 This extract presents the opening 

three sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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