
Reclaimed: Made by Man and Machine

Introduction

Artificial nature has become an increasingly prevalent 

part of our world, from the fake plants in our homes to 

the  virtual  reality  gardens  we  can  explore.  As  our 

technology  continues  to  improve,  so  too  does  our 

ability  to  create  artificial  nature  that  is 

indistinguishable from the real thing.

Yet,  what are the implications of this growing trend? 

What  does  it  mean  for  our  relationship  with  the 

natural world when we can create our own simulations 

of it? In this book, we will explore the many facets of 

artificial nature, from its creation and use to its impact 

on our lives and the environment.

We will consider the ethical questions that arise when 

we create artificial nature, such as whether it is right to 
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deceive people into believing that something artificial 

is real. We will also examine the environmental impact 

of artificial nature, both positive and negative.

Finally,  we will  look at the future of artificial nature 

and consider the potential benefits and challenges that 

it  may  bring.  As  we  continue  to  develop  new  and 

innovative  ways  to  create  artificial  nature,  it  is 

important  to  consider  the  implications  of  these 

technologies and to use them responsibly.

In this book, you will learn about the many ways that 

artificial  nature  is  being  used  today,  from  creating 

immersive experiences in video games and movies to 

providing  therapeutic  benefits  for  people  with 

dementia. You will also learn about the challenges that 

artificial nature presents, such as the potential for it to 

be used to deceive people or to create environmental 

problems.

Ultimately, the goal of this book is to provide readers 

with  a  comprehensive  understanding  of  artificial 
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nature,  its  benefits  and  challenges,  and  its  potential 

impact on our future.
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Book Description

Reclaimed: Made by Man and Machine explores the 

rapidly  evolving  world  of  artificial  nature,  where 

human  creativity  and  technological  innovation  are 

blurring the lines between the natural  and the man-

made.

From the hyper-realistic artificial landscapes of theme 

parks to the virtual reality gardens that transport us to 

other  worlds,  artificial  nature  is  becoming  an 

increasingly pervasive part of our lives. But what are 

the implications of  this  growing trend? What  does it 

mean for our relationship with the natural world when 

we can create our own simulations of it?

In  this  thought-provoking  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco 

takes readers on a journey through the many facets of 

artificial nature, from its creation and use to its impact 

on our lives and the environment.
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Pasquale De Marco examines the ethical questions that 

arise when we create artificial nature, such as whether 

it  is  right  to  deceive  people  into  believing  that 

something  artificial  is  real.  Pasquale  De  Marco  also 

explores the environmental impact of artificial nature, 

both positive and negative.

Finally,  Pasquale  De  Marco  looks  to  the  future  of 

artificial  nature  and  considers  the  potential  benefits 

and challenges  that  it  may bring.  As  we continue to 

develop new and innovative ways to  create artificial 

nature, it is important to consider the implications of 

these technologies and to use them responsibly.

Reclaimed:  Made  by  Man  and  Machine is  a 

comprehensive and thought-provoking exploration of 

the many ways that  artificial  nature is  changing our 

world. It is essential reading for anyone interested in 

the  future  of  technology,  the  environment,  and  the 

relationship between humans and nature. 

5



Chapter 1: Manufactured Nature

Artificial  landscapes:  blurring  the  lines 

between nature and culture

Artificial  landscapes  are  human-made  environments 

that are designed to resemble natural landscapes. They 

can be found in a variety of settings, from public parks 

and gardens to private homes and businesses. Artificial 

landscapes  can  serve  a  variety  of  purposes,  from 

providing a place for people to relax and enjoy nature 

to creating a specific atmosphere or mood.

One of the most common types of artificial landscapes 

is  the  theme  park.  Theme  parks  are  designed  to 

transport  visitors  to  another  world,  whether  it  be  a 

tropical  rainforest,  a  medieval  village,  or  a  futuristic 

city. Theme parks often use a variety of techniques to 

create the illusion of reality, such as realistic scenery, 

costumed characters, and special effects.
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Another  type  of  artificial  landscape  is  the  botanical 

garden. Botanical gardens are designed to showcase a 

variety of plants and flowers. They can be found in a 

variety  of  settings,  from  large  urban  parks  to  small 

private  gardens.  Botanical  gardens  often  have 

educational exhibits and programs that teach visitors 

about the plants and flowers that they are seeing.

Artificial  landscapes  can  also  be  found  in  private 

homes and businesses.  Many people choose to create 

artificial landscapes in their own backyards or patios. 

Artificial landscapes can also be found in the lobbies of 

hotels  and  office  buildings.  Artificial  landscapes  in 

private homes and businesses  can serve a  variety of 

purposes,  from providing a place for people to relax 

and enjoy nature to creating a specific atmosphere or 

mood.

Artificial  landscapes  are  becoming  increasingly 

popular as people seek ways to escape the hustle and 

bustle  of  everyday  life.  Artificial  landscapes  can 
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provide a place for people to relax, enjoy nature, and 

escape from the stresses of everyday life.

Artificial landscapes can also be used to educate people 

about the natural world. Botanical gardens and other 

artificial  landscapes  often  have  educational  exhibits 

and programs that teach visitors about the plants and 

animals that they are seeing. Artificial landscapes can 

also be used to raise awareness about environmental 

issues.

Artificial landscapes can be a valuable addition to any 

community.  They  can  provide  a  place  for  people  to 

relax and enjoy nature, learn about the natural world, 

and escape from the stresses of everyday life.
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Chapter 1: Manufactured Nature

The allure of the artificial: why we're drawn 

to man-made simulations of nature

Artificial  nature  has  become  increasingly  popular  in 

recent  years,  as  people  seek  ways  to  connect  with 

nature without having to leave their homes or cities. 

From fake plants and flowers to virtual reality nature 

scenes,  there  are  many different  ways  to  experience 

artificial nature.

There  are  many  reasons  why  people  are  drawn  to 

artificial  nature.  For  some,  it  is  a  way to  escape the 

hustle  and  bustle  of  city  life  and  relax  in  a  more 

natural setting. For others, it  is a way to learn about 

nature and the environment. And for still others, it is 

simply a way to add a touch of beauty and serenity to 

their homes or offices.

One of the biggest appeals of artificial nature is that it 

can  be  controlled  and  customized  to  suit  individual 
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needs  and  preferences.  For  example,  someone  who 

lives in a small apartment can still enjoy the beauty of 

a garden by creating a miniature garden in a pot or 

window  box.  Or,  someone  who  loves  the  look  of  a 

particular type of flower can have it blooming all year 

round by purchasing a fake version.

Another advantage of artificial nature is that it is often 

more convenient than real  nature.  For example,  it  is 

much easier to care for a fake plant than a real one. 

And, it is always available, regardless of the weather or 

time of day.

Of course, there are also some drawbacks to artificial 

nature. One is that it can be expensive. Another is that 

it  can  sometimes  be  difficult  to  tell  the  difference 

between artificial  and real  nature.  And finally,  some 

people argue that artificial nature is simply not as good 

as the real thing.

Despite these drawbacks, artificial nature is becoming 

increasingly  popular.  As  technology  continues  to 
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improve, it is likely that we will see even more realistic 

and  immersive  artificial  nature  experiences  in  the 

future.

In addition to the reasons mentioned above, there are a 

few other factors that may contribute to the allure of 

artificial nature:

 Nostalgia: Artificial  nature can trigger  feelings 

of nostalgia for a time when people were more 

connected to nature.

 Safety: Artificial nature can provide a safe and 

controlled environment for people to experience 

nature, especially for those who are afraid of or 

uncomfortable with the natural world.

 Convenience: Artificial  nature  is  often  more 

convenient  than  real  nature,  as  it  is  always 

available and does not require travel or special 

equipment.

 Education: Artificial  nature  can  be  used  to 

educate  people  about  the  natural  world, 
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especially for children who may not have access 

to real nature.

Overall,  artificial  nature  has  many  benefits  and  can 

provide people with a variety of positive experiences.
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Chapter 1: Manufactured Nature

The ethics of artificial nature: when does it 

go too far

Artificial nature has become an increasingly prevalent 

part of our world, from the fake plants in our homes to 

the  virtual  reality  gardens  we  can  explore.  As  our 

technology  continues  to  improve,  so  too  does  our 

ability  to  create  artificial  nature  that  is 

indistinguishable from the real thing.

Yet, what are the ethical implications of this growing 

trend? When does the creation of artificial nature go 

too far?

One ethical concern is the potential for artificial nature 

to  deceive  people.  When  artificial  nature  is 

indistinguishable from the real thing, it can be difficult 

for people to tell the difference. This can lead to people 

being misled or even defrauded. For example, people 

might pay a premium for a product that they believe is 
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made from natural materials, when in fact it is made 

from artificial materials.

Another  ethical  concern is  the  potential  for  artificial 

nature  to  harm  the  environment.  The  creation  of 

artificial nature can require the use of resources that 

could otherwise be used to protect the natural world. 

For  example,  the  creation  of  artificial  plants  might 

require  the  use  of  water  and  fertilizer,  which  could 

otherwise be used to support natural plant life.

Finally, there is the concern that artificial nature could 

lead to a loss of appreciation for the natural world. If 

people  become  accustomed  to  experiencing  nature 

through artificial  means,  they may begin to  take the 

real thing for granted. This could lead to a decline in 

support for environmental protection and conservation 

efforts.

Of  course,  there  are  also  potential  benefits  to  the 

creation  of  artificial  nature.  Artificial  nature  can  be 

used to create immersive experiences in video games 
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and movies. It can also be used to provide therapeutic 

benefits  for  people  with  dementia.  Additionally, 

artificial nature can be used to educate people about 

the natural world.

Ultimately,  the  question  of  when  the  creation  of 

artificial nature goes too far is a complex one. There is 

no easy answer, and the decision of whether or not to 

create artificial  nature should be made on a case-by-

case basis.

However, it is important to be aware of the potential 

ethical  concerns  associated  with  the  creation  of 

artificial  nature.  By  carefully  considering  these 

concerns, we can help to ensure that artificial nature is 

used in a responsible and ethical manner.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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