
The Haunted Straits:  Tales  of  Tragedy 

and Peril in the Straits of Florida

Introduction

The  Straits  of  Florida,  a  narrow  body  of  water 

separating the Gulf of Mexico from the Atlantic Ocean, 

has a rich and storied history. For centuries, it has been 

a  vital  waterway  for  trade  and  commerce,  a 

battleground for pirates and privateers,  and a haven 

for shipwrecks and disasters. The straits have also been 

home to a diverse array of cultures,  from the Native 

American  tribes  who  first  inhabited  the  area  to  the 

Spanish explorers who claimed it for their own.

In  this  book,  we  will  explore  the  many  fascinating 

stories that have unfolded in the Straits of Florida. We 

will  learn  about  the  treacherous  waters  that  have 

claimed the lives of countless sailors, the pirates who 
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terrorized  the  shipping  lanes,  and  the  Native 

Americans who fought to protect their homeland. We 

will also explore the lighthouses and buoys that have 

helped to guide ships safely through the straits, and the 

shipwrecks that have left behind a legacy of mystery 

and intrigue.

The Straits  of  Florida is  a  place of  great  beauty and 

danger, a place where history and nature collide. It is a 

place  that  has  captured  the  imagination  of  writers, 

artists,  and historians for centuries.  In this  book,  we 

will  share  some  of  the  stories  that  have  made  the 

Straits  of  Florida  one  of  the  most  intriguing  and 

captivating places on earth.

From the earliest days of European exploration to the 

present  day,  the  Straits  of  Florida  has  been  a 

crossroads for people and cultures. It has been a place 

of conflict and cooperation, a place of great wealth and 

great poverty. It is a place that has shaped the history 

2



of the Americas, and a place that continues to fascinate 

and inspire us today.

The Straits of Florida is a place of many stories,  and 

this book is just a small  sampling of the rich history 

and culture of this unique and captivating region. We 

hope that you will enjoy reading these stories as much 

as we enjoyed writing them.
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Book Description

The  Straits  of  Florida,  a  narrow  body  of  water 

separating the Gulf of Mexico from the Atlantic Ocean, 

has a rich and storied history. For centuries, it has been 

a  vital  waterway  for  trade  and  commerce,  a 

battleground for pirates and privateers,  and a haven 

for shipwrecks and disasters. The straits have also been 

home to a diverse array of cultures,  from the Native 

American  tribes  who  first  inhabited  the  area  to  the 

Spanish explorers who claimed it for their own.

In  this  book,  we  will  explore  the  many  fascinating 

stories that have unfolded in the Straits of Florida. We 

will  learn  about  the  treacherous  waters  that  have 

claimed the lives of countless sailors, the pirates who 

terrorized  the  shipping  lanes,  and  the  Native 

Americans who fought to protect their homeland. We 

will also explore the lighthouses and buoys that have 

helped to guide ships safely through the straits, and the 
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shipwrecks that have left behind a legacy of mystery 

and intrigue.

From the earliest days of European exploration to the 

present  day,  the  Straits  of  Florida  has  been  a 

crossroads for people and cultures. It has been a place 

of conflict and cooperation, a place of great wealth and 

great poverty. It is a place that has shaped the history 

of the Americas, and a place that continues to fascinate 

and inspire us today.

The Haunted Straits is a collection of true stories that 

bring the history of the Straits of Florida to life. These 

stories are told by the people who lived them, and they 

offer  a  glimpse  into  the  challenges,  dangers,  and 

triumphs that have shaped this unique and captivating 

region.

Whether you are a history buff, a lover of the sea, or 

simply someone who enjoys a good story, The Haunted 

Straits is a book that you will not want to miss. 

5



Chapter 1: The Perilous Straits

Navigating the treacherous waters

The Straits of Florida is a narrow body of water, only 

about 90 miles wide at its narrowest point, but it is one 

of  the  most  dangerous  waterways  in  the  world.  The 

strong currents,  shallow waters,  and frequent storms 

make  it  a  challenging  place  to  navigate,  even  for 

experienced sailors.

One  of  the  biggest  challenges  for  sailors  is  the  Gulf 

Stream,  a  powerful  current  that  flows  through  the 

straits from the Gulf of Mexico to the Atlantic Ocean. 

The Gulf Stream can reach speeds of up to 4 knots, and 

it  can  make  it  difficult  for  ships  to  stay  on  course. 

Sailors also have to be aware of the shallow waters in 

the  straits.  The  average  depth  of  the  straits  is  only 

about 100 feet,  and there are many areas where the 

water is  even shallower.  This can make it  dangerous 

for large ships to navigate, especially in bad weather.
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Storms  are  another  major  hazard  in  the  Straits  of 

Florida. The straits are located in a region that is prone 

to hurricanes, and these storms can cause devastating 

damage. In 1992, Hurricane Andrew swept through the 

straits,  causing  widespread  destruction.  The  storm 

surge  from  Andrew  was  so  powerful  that  it  flooded 

many of the islands in the straits, and it even caused 

some of the islands to disappear.

Despite  the  dangers,  the  Straits  of  Florida  is  a  vital 

waterway for trade and commerce. Ships from all over 

the world pass through the straits on their way to and 

from the Gulf of Mexico. The straits are also a popular 

destination for recreational boaters and fishermen.

If you are planning on sailing in the Straits of Florida, it 

is  important to be aware of  the dangers and to take 

precautions. Make sure your boat is in good condition 

and  that  you  have  all  of  the  necessary  safety 

equipment. It is also a good idea to file a float plan with 

the Coast Guard before you depart.
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Here are some tips for navigating the Straits of Florida:

 Stay  informed  about  the  weather  forecast. 

This will help you avoid sailing in bad weather.

 Be aware of the currents. The Gulf Stream can 

make it difficult to stay on course, so be sure to 

factor it into your navigation.

 Be  careful  in  shallow  waters. Large  ships 

should avoid sailing in areas where the water is 

less than 100 feet deep.

 Be prepared for storms. If you are caught in a 

storm, take shelter in a safe harbor.

 File a float plan with the Coast Guard. This will 

help  the  Coast  Guard  locate  you  if  you  are  in 

distress.

By following these tips, you can help ensure a safe and 

enjoyable voyage through the Straits of Florida.
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Chapter 1: The Perilous Straits

Shipwrecks and disasters

The Straits of Florida is a treacherous body of water, 

and  over  the  centuries,  it  has  claimed  the  lives  of 

countless  sailors.  Shipwrecks  have  been  a  common 

occurrence in  the straits,  caused by everything from 

storms to pirates to navigational errors.

One of  the most  famous shipwrecks in the Straits  of 

Florida is that of the Spanish galleon Nuestra Señora de 

Atocha. The Atocha was carrying a vast treasure of gold 

and silver  when it  sank in  a  hurricane in  1622.  The 

wreck  was  eventually  discovered  in  1985,  and  the 

treasure was recovered.

Another famous shipwreck in the Straits of Florida is 

that  of  the  USS Maine.  The Maine was  an American 

battleship that exploded in Havana harbor in 1898. The 

explosion  killed  266  sailors  and  helped  to  spark  the 

Spanish-American War.
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In addition to shipwrecks, the Straits of Florida has also 

been the site of other maritime disasters. In 1935, a Pan 

American  Airways  flying  boat  crashed  in  the  straits, 

killing  all  17  people  on  board.  In  1982,  a  freighter 

named the El Faro sank in the straits, killing all 33 crew 

members.

The Straits of Florida is a dangerous place to sail, but it 

is also a beautiful and fascinating place. The straits are 

home to a variety of  marine life,  including dolphins, 

whales, and sea turtles. The straits are also a popular 

destination for fishing and diving.

Despite  the dangers,  the Straits  of  Florida remains  a 

vital  waterway for  trade and commerce.  Every year, 

millions of tons of cargo pass through the straits. The 

straits are also a popular destination for cruise ships 

and other tourists.
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Chapter 1: The Perilous Straits

Tales of survival and rescue

The  Straits  of  Florida  are  a  treacherous  stretch  of 

water,  and  throughout  history,  there  have  been 

countless  tales  of  ships  that  have been wrecked and 

lives  that  have  been  lost.  However,  there  have  also 

been  many stories  of  survival  and  rescue,  of  people 

who have managed to overcome the odds and make it 

safely to shore.

One of the most famous stories of survival in the Straits 

of  Florida  is  that  of  the  Spanish  galleon  Nuestra 

Señora de Atocha. In 1622, the Atocha was returning 

to Spain from the New World, laden with a treasure of 

gold, silver, and jewels. However, the ship was caught 

in a hurricane and sank off the coast of Florida. Over 

500 people were on board, and only about 50 survived.

Those who survived the sinking of the Atocha faced a 

long  and  difficult  ordeal.  They  were  stranded  on  a 
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remote island, with no food or water. They had to rely 

on their wits and courage to survive. They eventually 

managed to build a raft and sail to safety.

Another  famous  story  of  survival  in  the  Straits  of 

Florida is that of the American schooner  Sea Bird. In 

1854, the Sea Bird was sailing from New York to Cuba 

when it was caught in a storm. The ship was dismasted 

and began to sink. The crew abandoned ship and took 

to the lifeboats.

The lifeboats were tossed around in the storm for days. 

Several  of  them  were  lost,  and  many  of  the  crew 

members died. However, one lifeboat, containing seven 

men, managed to survive. The men eventually made it 

to shore, where they were rescued by local fishermen.

The stories of the  Nuestra Señora de Atocha and the 

Sea Bird are just two examples of the many tales of 

survival and rescue that have occurred in the Straits of 

Florida.  These  stories  are  a  testament  to  the  human 

spirit and the power of hope. They show that even in 
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the most dangerous of circumstances, there is always 

hope for survival. 
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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