
Journeying with Bernadotte

Introduction

Jean-Baptiste  Bernadotte,  a  man  of  humble  origins, 

rose to become one of the most influential figures in 

European  history.  Born  in  Pau,  France,  in  1763,  he 

joined the French army at the age of 17 and quickly 

rose through the ranks due to his military prowess. He 

served under Napoleon Bonaparte and was eventually 

made Marshal of France. However, in 1810, Bernadotte 

was unexpectedly chosen to become the Crown Prince 

of  Sweden, and he accepted the position,  renouncing 

his French citizenship.

Bernadotte's reign as Crown Prince and later as King of 

Sweden  and  Norway  was  marked  by  significant 

reforms  and  modernization  efforts.  He  introduced  a 

new  constitution,  established  a  national  bank,  and 

reformed  the  education  system.  He  also  promoted 
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industry  and commerce,  and supported  the  arts  and 

sciences.  Bernadotte's  foreign  policy  was  focused  on 

maintaining peace and neutrality, and he played a key 

role in the Congress of Vienna, which redrew the map 

of Europe after the Napoleonic Wars.

Bernadotte was a complex and fascinating figure.  He 

was a brilliant military leader, a skilled diplomat, and a 

wise statesman. He was also a devoted family man and 

a  patron  of  the  arts.  His  legacy  as  a  reformer  and 

peacemaker  continues  to  inspire  people  around  the 

world.

In this book, we will explore the life and career of Jean-

Baptiste  Bernadotte,  from  his  humble  beginnings  in 

Pau to his rise to the throne of Sweden and Norway. 

We will examine his military campaigns, his diplomatic 

missions,  and  his  domestic  reforms.  We  will  also 

explore  his  personal  life,  his  relationships  with  his 

family and friends, and his hobbies and interests.
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Bernadotte's story is a remarkable one, and it is a story 

that deserves to be told. He was a man who overcame 

great  odds  to  achieve  his  goals,  and  his  life  is  an 

inspiration to us all.
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Book Description

Journeying  with  Bernadotte tells  the  remarkable 

story  of  Jean-Baptiste  Bernadotte,  a  man  of  humble 

origins who rose to become one of the most influential 

figures  in  European history.  Born in  Pau,  France,  in 

1763, Bernadotte joined the French army at the age of 

17  and  quickly  rose  through  the  ranks  due  to  his 

military  prowess.  He  served  under  Napoleon 

Bonaparte  and  was  eventually  made  Marshal  of 

France.  However,  in  1810,  Bernadotte  was 

unexpectedly  chosen to  become the Crown Prince of 

Sweden, and he accepted the position, renouncing his 

French citizenship.

Bernadotte's reign as Crown Prince and later as King of 

Sweden  and  Norway  was  marked  by  significant 

reforms  and  modernization  efforts.  He  introduced  a 

new  constitution,  established  a  national  bank,  and 

reformed  the  education  system.  He  also  promoted 

industry  and commerce,  and supported  the  arts  and 
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sciences.  Bernadotte's  foreign  policy  was  focused  on 

maintaining peace and neutrality, and he played a key 

role in the Congress of Vienna, which redrew the map 

of Europe after the Napoleonic Wars.

Bernadotte was a complex and fascinating figure.  He 

was a brilliant military leader, a skilled diplomat, and a 

wise statesman. He was also a devoted family man and 

a  patron  of  the  arts.  His  legacy  as  a  reformer  and 

peacemaker  continues  to  inspire  people  around  the 

world.

Journeying with Bernadotte is a comprehensive and 

engaging biography of Jean-Baptiste Bernadotte. Based 

on  extensive  research,  the  book  provides  a  detailed 

account  of  Bernadotte's  life  and  career,  from  his 

humble beginnings in Pau to his rise to the throne of 

Sweden  and  Norway.  The  book  also  explores 

Bernadotte's  personal  life,  his  relationships  with  his 

family and friends, and his hobbies and interests.
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Journeying with Bernadotte is a must-read for anyone 

interested in European history, military history, or the 

life of one of the most remarkable figures of the 19th 

century. 
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Chapter 1: Bernadotte's Early Life

His childhood and family background

Jean-Baptiste Bernadotte was born on January 26, 1763, 

in Pau, France. His father, Jean Henri Bernadotte, was a 

lawyer, and his mother, Jeanne de Saint Vincent, was 

the daughter of  a  wealthy merchant.  Bernadotte had 

two  older  sisters,  Jeanne  and  Marie,  and  a  younger 

brother, Pierre.

Bernadotte's  childhood  was  happy  and  carefree.  He 

grew  up  in  a  loving  and  supportive  family,  and  he 

enjoyed  spending  time  with  his  siblings  and  playing 

with his friends. Bernadotte was a bright and curious 

child,  and  he  loved  to  learn.  He  attended  the  local 

school, where he excelled in his studies.

Bernadotte's father died when he was just 13 years old, 

and his mother was left to raise the family on her own. 

Despite  the  challenges,  Bernadotte's  mother  was 

determined to give her children a good education. She 
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sent  Bernadotte  to  the  prestigious  Collège  de  Juilly, 

where he continued to excel in his studies.

Bernadotte  graduated from Collège de Juilly  in  1780, 

and  he  returned  to  Pau  to  study  law.  However, 

Bernadotte's  passion  was  the  military,  and  he  soon 

decided to  pursue a  career  in  the army.  In  1783,  he 

joined  the  Régiment  de  Royal-Marine  as  a  second 

lieutenant.

Bernadotte's early life was marked by both happiness 

and tragedy. He grew up in a loving family, but he also 

experienced  the  loss  of  his  father  at  a  young  age. 

Despite  these  challenges,  Bernadotte  persevered  and 

went on to achieve great things in his life.
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Chapter 1: Bernadotte's Early Life

His education and military training

Jean-Baptiste Bernadotte was born in Pau, France, on 

January  26,  1763.  His  father  was  a  lawyer,  and  his 

mother  was  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  merchant. 

Bernadotte received a good education, studying at the 

Collège du Mont-de-Marsan and the École Militaire in 

Paris.

Bernadotte joined the French army in 1780, at the age 

of 17. He served in the American Revolutionary War, 

and later in the French Revolutionary Wars. He quickly 

rose through the ranks, and by 1794 he was a general.

Bernadotte was a skilled military commander, and he 

played a key role in several important victories. He was 

also  a  brave  and  courageous  soldier,  and  he  was 

always willing to lead his troops into battle.

In 1799, Bernadotte was appointed Minister of War. In 

this role, he was responsible for overseeing the French 
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army's  operations.  He  also  played  a  key  role  in  the 

negotiations  that  led  to  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  which 

ended the war between France and Great Britain.

Bernadotte's  military  career  was  marked  by  both 

success  and  controversy.  He  was  a  brilliant 

commander, but he was also known for his ambition 

and  his  willingness  to  take  risks.  He  was  also  a 

controversial figure, and he was often criticized for his 

political views.

Despite the controversies, Bernadotte was a respected 

and influential  figure in  the French army.  He was a 

skilled military commander, and he played a key role 

in several important victories. He was also a brave and 

courageous soldier, and he was always willing to lead 

his troops into battle.
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Chapter 1: Bernadotte's Early Life

His early military career

Bernadotte's early military career was marked by both 

success  and  setbacks.  He  joined  the  French  army  in 

1780,  at  the age of  17,  and quickly  rose  through the 

ranks. He served in the American Revolutionary War, 

where he fought under the command of the Marquis de 

Lafayette.  After  the  war,  he  returned  to  France  and 

continued to serve in the army.

In  1792,  the  French  Revolution  broke  out,  and 

Bernadotte embraced the ideals of liberty, equality, and 

fraternity.  He  fought  in  the  French  Revolutionary 

Wars, and quickly rose through the ranks. In 1794, he 

was appointed general of a division.

Bernadotte's  military  career  was  not  without  its 

setbacks.  In  1798,  he  was  captured  by  the  Austrians 

and held prisoner for several months. After his release, 
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he returned to France and continued to serve in the 

army.

In 1804, Napoleon Bonaparte declared himself emperor 

of  France.  Bernadotte  was  initially  a  supporter  of 

Napoleon, but he eventually became disillusioned with 

his  rule.  He  resigned  from  the  army  in  1810  and 

accepted the position of Crown Prince of Sweden.

Despite the setbacks, Bernadotte's early military career 

was a success. He rose through the ranks quickly, and 

he gained valuable  experience in  both the American 

Revolutionary  War  and  the  French  Revolutionary 

Wars. This experience would serve him well in his later 

career  as  Crown  Prince  and  King  of  Sweden  and 

Norway.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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