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Introduction

In the realm of literature, the Sitwells—Osbert, Edith, 

and  Sacheverell—emerge  as  luminaries  of  the  20th 

century,  captivating  readers  with  their  eccentricity, 

literary  prowess,  and  profound  impact  on  British 

culture.  Their  collective  legacy  extends  beyond  the 

written word, encompassing the realms of art, theater, 

and public discourse.

As the children of Sir George Sitwell,  a distinguished 

army officer, and Lady Ida Sitwell, aesthete and patron 

of the arts, the Sitwells inherited a milieu of privilege 

and cultural refinement. Their upbringing at Renishaw 

Hall,  their  ancestral  home  in  Derbyshire,  fostered  a 

passion  for  literature,  music,  and  the  visual  arts, 

nurturing their unique talents from an early age.
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United by their shared sensibility and rebellious spirit, 

the  Sitwells  defied  convention,  challenging  societal 

norms  and  established  literary  traditions.  They 

embraced experimentation and innovation,  forging a 

new  path  in  the  literary  landscape.  Their  writings, 

characterized by wit, satire, and a keen eye for detail, 

captivated readers, propelling them to the forefront of 

the literary scene.

The  Sitwells'  influence  extended  far  beyond  their 

immediate  circle.  They  became  tastemakers  and 

cultural  arbiters,  hosting  avant-garde  gatherings  at 

their  homes,  where  artists,  writers,  and  intellectuals 

congregated  to  exchange  ideas  and  fuel  creative 

endeavors.  Their  patronage and support  of  emerging 

talents  helped  shape  the  cultural  landscape  of  their 

time.

From  the  roaring  twenties  to  the  postwar  era,  the 

Sitwells  remained  at  the  heart  of  cultural  and 

intellectual life in Britain. Their writings reflected the 
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tumultuous changes of the 20th century, capturing the 

zeitgeist  of  a  nation  grappling  with  war,  social 

upheaval, and the dawn of a new age.

As  we  delve  into  the  world  of  the  Sitwells,  we  will 

explore  their  extraordinary  lives,  their  literary 

achievements,  and  their  lasting  impact  on  British 

culture. Through their writings, we gain a glimpse into 

the  minds  of  these  remarkable  individuals,  whose 

brilliance  and  eccentricities  continue  to  captivate 

generations of readers.
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Book Description

Journey into the extraordinary world of the Sitwells—

Osbert, Edith, and Sacheverell—the renowned siblings 

who left  an  indelible  mark  on  British  literature  and 

culture.  United  by  their  unconventional  spirit  and 

shared  passion  for  the  arts,  they  defied  convention, 

embracing  experimentation  and  innovation  in  their 

respective fields.

In  this  captivating book,  we delve into  the lives  and 

works  of  these  literary  luminaries,  exploring  their 

unique contributions to the world of literature, art, and 

public discourse. Discover the wit and satire of Osbert, 

the  bold  and  experimental  poetry  of  Edith,  and  the 

eclectic and travel-inspired writings of Sacheverell.

Beyond their literary achievements, the Sitwells were 

tastemakers and cultural arbiters, hosting avant-garde 

gatherings  where  artists,  writers,  and  intellectuals 

converged  to  exchange  ideas  and  fuel  creative 
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endeavors. Their influence extended far beyond their 

immediate  circle,  shaping  the  cultural  landscape  of 

their time.

From  the  roaring  twenties  to  the  postwar  era,  the 

Sitwells remained at the heart of British cultural life. 

Witness  their  rise  to  fame,  their  involvement  in 

cultural and social movements, and their impact on the 

literary scene. Explore their complicated relationships 

with fellow writers, their controversial statements, and 

their engagements in public debates.

Uncover the Sitwells' family history, their upbringing at 

Renishaw  Hall,  and  the  profound  impact  of  their 

upbringing on their work. Delve into their exploration 

of historical themes,  their experiments with different 

art forms, and their multifaceted creative expressions.

As we journey through the Sitwells' extraordinary lives, 

we gain a glimpse into the minds of these remarkable 

individuals,  whose  brilliance  and  eccentricities 

continue to captivate readers to this day. Their legacy 
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lives  on,  inspiring  subsequent  generations  of  writers 

and artists, and ensuring their place in the pantheon of 

literary greats.

6



Chapter 1: A Dash of Whimsy

Eccentric Personalities of the Sitwells

The  Sitwells,  Osbert,  Edith,  and  Sacheverell,  were 

renowned for their eccentricities, which manifested in 

their  lifestyles,  beliefs,  and  artistic  endeavors.  Their 

unconventional  behavior  often  raised  eyebrows  and 

sparked  controversy,  yet  it  also  contributed  to  their 

mystique and allure.

Osbert Sitwell,  the eldest of the siblings, was known 

for  his  flamboyant  personality  and  sharp  wit.  He 

possessed a remarkable talent for satire and wordplay, 

which he wielded skillfully in his writings and public 

appearances.  Osbert's  eccentricities  extended  to  his 

personal life, where he cultivated an image of refined 

elegance and indulged in extravagant gestures.

Edith Sitwell, the middle sibling, was a force of nature, 

both  in  her  poetry  and  her  personal  life.  Her 

unconventional appearance, characterized by dramatic 
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outfits and elaborate hairstyles, reflected her rebellious 

spirit.  Edith's  poetry,  often surreal  and experimental, 

challenged traditional  notions of  form and structure, 

earning her both praise and criticism.

Sacheverell Sitwell, the youngest of the siblings, was 

known  for  his  eclectic  interests  and  his  passion  for 

travel.  He was a  prolific  writer,  producing works  on 

art,  architecture,  and  travelogues.  Sacheverell's 

eccentricities  manifested  in  his  fascination  with  the 

occult and his penchant for collecting unusual objects, 

which filled his home to the brim.

The Sitwells'  eccentricities  were  not  merely  personal 

quirks; they were integral to their creative identities. 

Their  unconventional  approach  to  life  and  art 

challenged societal norms and pushed the boundaries 

of  expression.  Their  willingness  to  embrace  the 

unusual and defy expectations made them pioneers of 

modernism, leaving an indelible mark on the cultural 

landscape of their time.
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While  their  eccentricities  sometimes  drew  criticism 

and  ridicule,  they  also  captivated  the  public's 

imagination.  The  Sitwells  became  celebrities,  sought 

after  for  their  wit,  their  unconventional  views,  and 

their  ability  to  provoke  and  entertain.  Their 

eccentricities  were  a  double-edged  sword,  both  a 

source  of  notoriety  and  a  catalyst  for  their  creative 

genius.
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Chapter 1: A Dash of Whimsy

A Family United by Unconventionality

The  Sitwells,  Osbert,  Edith,  and  Sacheverell,  were  a 

family  of  extraordinary  individuals  who  defied 

convention and embraced eccentricity. United by their 

shared sensibility and rebellious spirit,  they forged a 

unique path in the literary and cultural landscape of 

their time.

Growing up at Renishaw Hall, their ancestral home in 

Derbyshire,  the  Sitwells  were  exposed  to  a  world  of 

privilege  and  cultural  refinement.  Their  parents,  Sir 

George Sitwell and Lady Ida Sitwell, encouraged their 

children's artistic and intellectual pursuits, fostering an 

environment where creativity flourished.

From an early age,  the Sitwells exhibited a penchant 

for  the  unconventional.  They  rejected  the  staid 

traditions  of  their  aristocratic  upbringing,  instead 

immersing themselves in the world of  literature,  art, 
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and music. Their eclectic interests and unconventional 

behavior  set  them  apart  from  their  contemporaries, 

earning them a reputation as eccentrics.

The Sitwells'  unconventional  nature manifested itself 

in their writings and public persona. They reveled in 

their  outsider  status,  using  their  wit  and  satire  to 

challenge  societal  norms  and  established  literary 

conventions. Their writings were often provocative and 

controversial,  pushing  the  boundaries  of  what  was 

considered acceptable in polite society.

Despite  their  unconventional  approach,  the  Sitwells 

gained a devoted following among readers and critics 

alike.  Their  unique  voices  and  innovative  style 

resonated  with  those  who  were  tired  of  the  stale 

conventions  of  traditional  literature.  The  Sitwells 

became tastemakers and cultural arbiters, influencing 

the literary and artistic landscape of their time.

The  Sitwells'  unconventional  approach  to  life  and 

literature  was  both  a  source  of  fascination  and 
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criticism.  Some  saw  them  as  rebels  and  iconoclasts, 

while others dismissed them as frivolous and lacking in 

substance.  Regardless  of  the criticism they faced,  the 

Sitwells  remained  true  to  themselves,  using  their 

unconventional nature as a catalyst for creativity and 

innovation.
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Chapter 1: A Dash of Whimsy

The  Intellectual  and  Artistic  Legacy  of  the 

Sitwells

The  Sitwells,  a  remarkable  trio  of  siblings,  left  an 

indelible  mark  on  the  intellectual  and  artistic 

landscape of the 20th century.  Their contributions to 

literature,  art,  and culture  continue to  captivate  and 

inspire generations.

Osbert, Edith, and Sacheverell Sitwell were born into a 

family of privilege and refinement. Their upbringing at 

Renishaw  Hall,  their  ancestral  home  in  Derbyshire, 

England, fostered a deep appreciation for the arts and a 

thirst for knowledge. From an early age, they displayed 

extraordinary talents in writing, painting, and music.

Their shared passion for literature led them to pursue 

writing careers. Osbert became renowned for his witty 

and satirical essays and novels, while Edith's bold and 

experimental poetry pushed the boundaries of literary 
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expression.  Sacheverell's  eclectic  writings 

encompassed  travelogues,  biographies,  and  art 

criticism,  reflecting  his  wide-ranging  interests  and 

erudition.

The  Sitwells  were  not  merely  writers;  they  were 

cultural  provocateurs  and  tastemakers.  They  hosted 

avant-garde  gatherings  at  their  homes,  bringing 

together artists, writers, and intellectuals from across 

the  globe.  Their  patronage  and  support  of  emerging 

talents  helped  shape  the  cultural  landscape  of  their 

time.

Beyond  their  individual  achievements,  the  Sitwells 

collaborated  on  numerous  projects,  including  the 

influential  literary magazine "Wheels."  Through their 

writings  and  editorial  work,  they  championed 

modernism and challenged traditional  notions  of  art 

and literature.

Their  impact  extended  beyond  the  literary  world. 

Osbert  and  Sacheverell  were  accomplished  art 
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collectors, amassing impressive collections of paintings, 

sculptures, and artifacts. Edith's interest in fashion and 

design led her to become a style icon, known for her 

eccentric and flamboyant outfits.

The Sitwells' legacy is multifaceted and enduring. Their 

writings  continue  to  be  read  and  studied,  their 

influence felt in contemporary literature and culture. 

Their contributions to art and design have left a lasting 

impact on the visual arts. And their spirit of innovation 

and experimentation continues  to  inspire  artists  and 

writers to this day.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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