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Law

Introduction

American  Murder,  Mayhem,  and  the  Law  is  a 

comprehensive  examination  of  the  criminal  justice 

system  in  the  United  States.  This  book  provides  a 

detailed  overview  of  the  structure  of  the  criminal 

justice system, the role of law enforcement, the judicial 

process, sentencing and corrections, and the rights of 

the accused.  It  also examines the prevalence,  causes, 

and  impact  of  violent  crime,  property  crime,  white-

collar  crime,  cybercrime,  terrorism,  drug  crime,  and 

gangs in America.

The  book's  discussion  of  the  criminal  justice  system 

begins with an overview of its history and evolution. It 

then examines the different components of the system, 
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including law enforcement, the courts, and corrections. 

The book also discusses the role of the Constitution in 

shaping the criminal justice system and the rights of 

the accused.

The  book's  examination  of  crime  in  America  begins 

with  a  discussion  of  the  prevalence  and  causes  of 

violent crime. It then examines the different types of 

violent crime, including murder, assault, robbery, and 

rape.  The  book  also  discusses  the  impact  of  violent 

crime on victims, families, and communities.

The book's discussion of property crime begins with a 

discussion  of  the  prevalence  and  causes  of  property 

crime. It then examines the different types of property 

crime, including burglary, theft,  and arson. The book 

also discusses the impact of property crime on victims, 

businesses, and communities.

The book's discussion of white-collar crime begins with 

a  discussion  of  the  prevalence  and  causes  of  white-

collar  crime.  It  then  examines  the  different  types  of 
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white-collar crime, including fraud, embezzlement, and 

money laundering. The book also discusses the impact 

of  white-collar  crime on victims,  businesses,  and the 

economy.

The  book's  discussion  of  cybercrime  begins  with  a 

discussion of the prevalence and causes of cybercrime. 

It  then  examines  the  different  types  of  cybercrime, 

including  hacking,  phishing,  and  identity  theft.  The 

book  also  discusses  the  impact  of  cybercrime  on 

victims, businesses, and the economy.

The  book's  discussion  of  terrorism  begins  with  a 

discussion of the prevalence and causes of terrorism. It 

then  examines  the  different  types  of  terrorism, 

including  domestic  terrorism  and  international 

terrorism.  The  book  also  discusses  the  impact  of 

terrorism on victims, communities, and the nation.

The  book's  discussion  of  drug  crime  begins  with  a 

discussion of the prevalence and causes of drug crime. 

It  then  examines  the  different  types  of  drug  crime, 
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including drug trafficking,  drug possession,  and drug 

use. The book also discusses the impact of drug crime 

on individuals, families, and communities.

The book's discussion of gangs begins with a discussion 

of the prevalence and causes of gangs. It then examines 

the different types of gangs, including street gangs and 

prison  gangs.  The  book  also  discusses  the  impact  of 

gangs on individuals, communities, and the nation.
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Book Description

American  Murder,  Mayhem,  and  the  Law  is  a 

comprehensive  examination  of  the  criminal  justice 

system  in  the  United  States.  This  book  provides  a 

detailed  overview  of  the  structure  of  the  criminal 

justice system, the role of law enforcement, the judicial 

process, sentencing and corrections, and the rights of 

the accused.  It  also examines the prevalence,  causes, 

and  impact  of  violent  crime,  property  crime,  white-

collar  crime,  cybercrime,  terrorism,  drug  crime,  and 

gangs in America.

Written  in  a  clear  and  accessible  style,  American 

Murder, Mayhem, and the Law is an essential resource 

for  anyone interested  in  the  criminal  justice  system. 

This  book  is  perfect  for  students,  law  enforcement 

officers, attorneys, judges, and anyone else who wants 

to  learn  more  about  the  American  criminal  justice 

system.
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In American Murder, Mayhem, and the Law, Pasquale 

De Marco provides a comprehensive overview of the 

criminal justice system in the United States. This book 

is a valuable resource for anyone interested in learning 

more  about  the  criminal  justice  system,  including 

students,  law enforcement  officers,  attorneys,  judges, 

and anyone else who wants to learn more about the 

American criminal justice system.

American Murder,  Mayhem,  and the  Law is  a  must-

read  for  anyone  interested  in  the  criminal  justice 

system. This book provides a comprehensive overview 

of the structure of the criminal justice system, the role 

of  law  enforcement,  the  judicial  process,  sentencing 

and corrections, and the rights of the accused. It also 

examines the prevalence, causes, and impact of violent 

crime, property crime, white-collar crime, cybercrime, 

terrorism, drug crime, and gangs in America.

American Murder, Mayhem, and the Law is a valuable 

resource for anyone interested in the criminal justice 
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system.  This  book  is  perfect  for  students,  law 

enforcement  officers,  attorneys,  judges,  and  anyone 

else  who  wants  to  learn  more  about  the  American 

criminal justice system.

7



Chapter  1:  The  American  Criminal 

Justice System

1.  The  Structure  of  the  Criminal  Justice 

System

The American criminal justice system is a complex and 

ever-evolving  system  of  laws,  procedures,  and 

institutions that  are designed to  protect  society from 

crime and to ensure that those who violate the law are 

held  accountable  for  their  actions.  The  system  is 

divided into three main components: law enforcement, 

the courts, and corrections.

Law  enforcement  is  responsible  for  investigating 

crimes, apprehending suspects, and preparing cases for 

prosecution.  The  courts  are  responsible  for 

adjudicating  cases  and  imposing  sentences  on  those 

who are convicted of crimes. Corrections is responsible 

for supervising and rehabilitating those who have been 
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sentenced  to  imprisonment  or  other  forms  of 

punishment.

The criminal justice system is based on the principle of 

due  process  of  law,  which  means  that  all  persons 

accused of crimes are entitled to certain fundamental 

rights, including the right to a fair trial, the right to be 

represented by an attorney,  and the right  to  be free 

from cruel and unusual punishment.

The criminal justice system is a vital part of American 

society. It  helps to keep our communities safe, and it 

ensures  that  those  who  violate  the  law  are  held 

accountable for their actions. However, the system is 

not without its flaws. Critics argue that the system is 

too  lenient  on  criminals,  that  it  is  biased  against 

minorities, and that it is too expensive.

Despite its flaws, the American criminal justice system 

is an important part of our society. It helps to keep our 

communities safe, and it ensures that those who violate 

the law are held accountable for their actions.
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Chapter  1:  The  American  Criminal 

Justice System

2. The Role of Law Enforcement

Law enforcement  plays  a  vital  role  in  the  American 

criminal justice system. Law enforcement officers are 

responsible  for  enforcing  the  law,  preventing  crime, 

and protecting the public.  They do this  by patrolling 

neighborhoods,  responding  to  calls  for  service, 

investigating crimes, and making arrests.

Law enforcement officers must have a variety of skills 

and knowledge to perform their jobs effectively. They 

must be physically fit, have good communication skills, 

and  be  able  to  think  critically.  They  must  also  be 

familiar with the law and have a strong understanding 

of criminal behavior.

Law  enforcement  officers  often  work  long  and 

irregular hours. They may be required to work nights, 
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weekends, and holidays. They may also be required to 

work in dangerous or stressful situations.

Despite  the  challenges,  law  enforcement  officers  are 

dedicated to serving their communities. They put their 

lives on the line every day to protect the public.

Here  are  some  specific  examples  of  the  role  of  law 

enforcement in the American criminal justice system:

 Patrolling  neighborhoods: Law  enforcement 

officers patrol neighborhoods to deter crime and 

to  respond  to  calls  for  service.  They  may  also 

conduct traffic stops and issue citations.

 Responding  to  calls  for  service: Law 

enforcement officers respond to calls for service 

from  the  public.  These  calls  may  range  from 

minor  incidents,  such  as  noise  complaints,  to 

major crimes, such as robberies and homicides.

 Investigating crimes: Law enforcement officers 

investigate  crimes  to  gather  evidence  and 

identify suspects. They may interview witnesses, 
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collect  evidence,  and  conduct  searches  and 

seizures.

 Making arrests: Law enforcement officers make 

arrests when they have probable cause to believe 

that a person has committed a crime. They may 

also arrest people for outstanding warrants.

 Testifying  in  court: Law  enforcement  officers 

often testify in court about the crimes they have 

investigated and the arrests they have made.

Law enforcement is an essential part of the American 

criminal justice system. Law enforcement officers play 

a vital role in protecting the public and ensuring that 

justice is served.
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Chapter  1:  The  American  Criminal 

Justice System

3. The Judicial Process

The judicial  process  is  the  process  by  which a  court 

resolves  a  dispute.  It  begins  with  the  filing  of  a 

complaint or petition and ends with the issuance of a 

judgment or order. The judicial process can be complex 

and time-consuming, but it is essential for the fair and 

impartial resolution of disputes.

The first step in the judicial process is the filing of a 

complaint or petition. A complaint is a document that 

sets forth the plaintiff's claims against the defendant. A 

petition is a document that requests the court to take a 

specific  action,  such  as  issuing  an  injunction  or 

appointing a guardian.

Once a complaint or petition has been filed, the court 

will issue a summons to the defendant. The summons 

orders the defendant to appear in court and answer the 
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complaint  or  petition.  The  defendant  must  file  an 

answer within a certain period of time, usually 20 days.

After  the  defendant  has  filed  an  answer,  the  parties 

will  begin  the  discovery  process.  Discovery  is  the 

process  by  which  the  parties  exchange  information 

about  their  case.  This  information  can  include 

documents,  interrogatories,  depositions,  and requests 

for admission.

Once the discovery process is complete, the parties will 

file  motions  for  summary  judgment.  A  motion  for 

summary judgment is a request for the court to decide 

the case without a trial. The court will grant a motion 

for summary judgment if there is no genuine issue of 

material  fact  and  the  moving  party  is  entitled  to 

judgment as a matter of law.

If the court denies the motion for summary judgment, 

the  case  will  proceed to  trial.  A  trial  is  a  hearing at 

which  the  parties  present  their  evidence  and 
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arguments to a judge or jury.  The judge or jury will 

then decide the case and issue a judgment or order.

The  judicial  process  can  be  complex  and  time-

consuming, but it is essential for the fair and impartial 

resolution of disputes. The judicial process provides a 

forum  for  the  parties  to  present  their  evidence  and 

arguments, and it allows the court to make a decision 

based on the law and the facts of the case.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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