
The Audacious President

Introduction

Andrew Jackson,  the seventh president of  the United 

States, was a man of contradictions. He was a war hero 

who expanded the power of the presidency, a populist 

who owned slaves,  and a  strong  supporter  of  states' 

rights who also used federal power to enforce his will. 

He was a complex and controversial figure who left a 

lasting impact on American history.

Jackson was born in a log cabin in South Carolina in 

1767.  He  grew  up  in  poverty  and  had  little  formal 

education.  However,  he  was  a  natural  leader  and  a 

gifted  military  commander.  He  fought  in  the 

Revolutionary War and the War of 1812, earning the 

nickname  "Old  Hickory"  for  his  toughness  and 

determination.
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After the War of 1812, Jackson served as governor of 

Tennessee and a U.S. senator. He was elected president 

in 1828, defeating the incumbent, John Quincy Adams. 

Jackson's  presidency  was  marked  by  a  number  of 

important  events,  including  the  Indian  Removal  Act, 

the Bank War, and the Nullification Crisis.

Jackson  was  a  strong  believer  in  states'  rights  and 

limited  federal  power.  He  vetoed many bills  that  he 

believed were unconstitutional, including a bill to fund 

the construction of roads and canals. He also clashed 

with the Second Bank of the United States,  which he 

believed  was  a  monopoly  that  was  harmful  to  the 

economy.

Jackson's most controversial act as president was the 

Indian Removal Act of  1830.  This law authorized the 

forced removal of Native Americans from their lands in 

the southeastern United States to Indian Territory west 

of the Mississippi River. The removal was carried out 
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by  the  U.S.  Army  and  resulted  in  the  deaths  of 

thousands of Native Americans.

Jackson's legacy is complex and controversial. He was a 

strong  leader  who  expanded  the  power  of  the 

presidency and defended the rights of states. However, 

he also owned slaves and supported the forced removal 

of Native Americans.  He is a reminder that even the 

most  powerful  and  successful  presidents  are  flawed 

human beings.

Despite his flaws, Jackson was a popular and influential 

president. He was a man of the people who connected 

with voters on a personal level. He was also a strong 

leader  who was  not  afraid  to  make  tough  decisions. 

Jackson's presidency was a turning point in American 

history, and he remains one of the most important and 

controversial presidents in American history.
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Book Description

Andrew Jackson was a man of contradictions. He was a 

war hero who expanded the power of the presidency, a 

populist who owned slaves, and a strong supporter of 

states'  rights who also used federal power to enforce 

his  will.  He  was  a  complex  and  controversial  figure 

who left a lasting impact on American history.

In  this  new  biography,  Pasquale  De  Marco  tells  the 

story  of  Jackson's  life  and  career,  from  his  humble 

beginnings in a log cabin in South Carolina to his rise to 

the presidency. Pasquale De Marco draws on a wealth 

of new sources to shed light on Jackson's personality, 

his motivations, and his impact on American history.

Pasquale De Marco argues that Jackson was a man of 

the people who connected with voters on a personal 

level. He was also a strong leader who was not afraid to 

make  tough  decisions.  Jackson's  presidency  was  a 

turning point in American history, and he remains one 
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of the most important and controversial presidents in 

American history.

Pasquale  De  Marco  also  explores  Jackson's  complex 

legacy. Jackson was a strong believer in states'  rights 

and limited federal power. He vetoed many bills that 

he believed were unconstitutional,  including a bill  to 

fund  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals.  He  also 

clashed  with  the  Second  Bank  of  the  United  States, 

which he believed was a monopoly that was harmful to 

the economy.

Jackson's most controversial act as president was the 

Indian Removal Act of  1830.  This law authorized the 

forced removal of Native Americans from their lands in 

the southeastern United States to Indian Territory west 

of the Mississippi River. The removal was carried out 

by  the  U.S.  Army  and  resulted  in  the  deaths  of 

thousands of Native Americans.

Pasquale De Marco tells the story of Jackson's life and 

career  in  a  lively  and  engaging  style.  This  new 
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biography  is  a  must-read  for  anyone  interested  in 

American history.
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Chapter 1: The Formative Years

Andrew Jackson's early life

Andrew  Jackson  was  born  on  March  15,  1767,  in  a 

small cabin on the Waxhaws Creek in South Carolina. 

He  was  the  third  of  seven children born to  Andrew 

Jackson,  Sr.  and  Elizabeth  Hutchinson  Jackson.  His 

father, a farmer and surveyor, died when Andrew was 

three years old. His mother, a strong and determined 

woman, raised Andrew and his siblings in poverty.

Jackson's  early  life  was  marked  by  hardship  and 

violence. In 1780, when he was just thirteen years old, 

his  mother  died of  cholera.  Andrew and his  siblings 

were  orphaned  and  forced  to  fend  for  themselves. 

Jackson worked a  variety  of  jobs  to  support  himself, 

including  farmhand,  saddler,  and  schoolteacher.  He 

also  served  in  the  local  militia  during  the 

Revolutionary War.
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In 1788, Jackson moved to Tennessee, which was then a 

frontier territory. He studied law and was admitted to 

the bar in 1790. He quickly became a successful lawyer 

and politician. He served in the Tennessee legislature 

and the U.S. House of Representatives. He also served 

as a judge on the Tennessee Supreme Court.

Jackson's early life was a time of great personal and 

professional  growth.  He  overcame  many  challenges 

and  hardships  to  become  a  successful  lawyer  and 

politician.  He  also  developed  a  strong  sense  of 

independence and self-reliance. These qualities would 

serve him well in his later career as president.
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Chapter 1: The Formative Years

The influence of his family and upbringing

Andrew  Jackson  was  born  on  March  15,  1767,  in 

Waxhaws,  South  Carolina,  to  Andrew  and  Elizabeth 

Jackson.  His  father  died  three  weeks  before  he  was 

born, and his mother died when he was 13 years old. 

Jackson  was  raised  by  his  grandparents  and  uncles, 

who instilled in him a strong sense of  independence 

and self-reliance.

Jackson's  family  was  poor,  and  he  had  little  formal 

education.  However,  he  was  a  quick  learner  and  a 

voracious reader. He was also a natural leader and a 

gifted  athlete.  Jackson  was  a  skilled  horseman  and 

marksman,  and  he  was  known  for  his  strength  and 

agility.

Jackson's  family  and  upbringing  had  a  profound 

impact on his character and his political views. He was 

a  strong  believer  in  individual  liberty  and  self-
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government. He also had a deep distrust of government 

power, which he believed should be limited. Jackson's 

experiences  as  a  child  and  young  man  shaped  his 

worldview and his determination to defend the rights 

of the common man.

The Dance of Light and Shadows

Jackson's childhood was not without its challenges. He 

grew up in a time of great upheaval and uncertainty. 

The American Revolution was raging, and the future of 

the country was in doubt. Jackson's family was divided 

by the conflict,  and he himself was forced to flee his 

home on more than one occasion.

Despite the challenges he faced, Jackson emerged from 

his  childhood  with  a  strong  sense  of  purpose  and  a 

determination  to  succeed.  He  was  a  complex  and 

contradictory  figure,  capable  of  great  kindness  and 

compassion,  but  also  of  great  anger  and  violence. 

Jackson's  family  and  upbringing  played  a  significant 

role in shaping his character and his political views.
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The Legacy of Andrew Jackson

Andrew Jackson's legacy is complex and controversial. 

He was a brilliant  military commander and a strong 

leader who expanded the power of the presidency. He 

was also a slave owner and a supporter of the forced 

removal of Native Americans. Jackson's presidency was 

a turning point in American history,  and he remains 

one of the most important and controversial presidents 

in American history.

11



Chapter 1: The Formative Years

His education and military service

Andrew Jackson's education was limited. He attended a 

few schools for a short time, but he never received a 

formal education. However, he was a voracious reader 

and he learned a great deal from books. He was also a 

gifted natural leader and he quickly rose through the 

ranks of the military.

Jackson began his military career as a volunteer in the 

Revolutionary War.  He was only  13 years  old  at  the 

time,  but  he  quickly  showed  his  courage  and 

determination.  He  was  wounded  in  battle  several 

times, but he always recovered and returned to duty.

After  the  Revolutionary  War,  Jackson  served  in  the 

North Carolina militia. He also served as a delegate to 

the  state  constitutional  convention.  In  1796,  he  was 

elected to the U.S. House of Representatives.
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Jackson served in the House of Representatives for six 

years. He was a strong supporter of President Thomas 

Jefferson and he helped to pass a number of important 

laws, including the Embargo Act of 1807.

In  1802,  Jackson  was  appointed  as  a  judge  on  the 

Tennessee Supreme Court.  He served in this  position 

for  six  years.  In  1806,  he  was  elected  as  the  first 

governor of Tennessee.

Jackson served as governor of Tennessee for two terms. 

During his time in office, he led the state to victory in 

the Creek War. He also helped to negotiate a number of 

treaties with Native American tribes.

In 1812, Jackson was appointed as a major general in 

the U.S. Army. He led the American forces to victory at 

the Battle of New Orleans. This victory made Jackson a 

national  hero  and  helped  to  secure  his  election  as 

president in 1828.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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