
Falling into Oblivion

Introduction

Falling  into  Oblivion  explores  the  complex  and 

multifaceted nature of forgetting. Drawing on a wide 

range  of  disciplines,  including  psychology,  sociology, 

anthropology, and philosophy, this book examines the 

role of oblivion in our personal lives, in society, and in 

the human condition itself.

Forgetting is often seen as a negative force, something 

to  be  avoided  or  overcome.  However,  as  Marc  Augé 

argues  in  Falling  into  Oblivion,  forgetting  is  just  as 

essential to our well-being as memory. It allows us to 

let go of painful experiences, to move on from the past, 

and to make room for new experiences.

In this  book,  Augé explores the many different ways 

that we forget. He discusses the role of the unconscious 
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mind in forgetting, the social and cultural factors that 

influence  what  we  remember  and  forget,  and  the 

ethical implications of forgetting. He also examines the 

future  of  forgetting  in  an  age  of  increasing 

digitalization and artificial intelligence.

Falling into Oblivion is a thought-provoking and wide-

ranging  exploration  of  one  of  the  most  fundamental 

aspects  of  human  experience.  It  is  a  must-read  for 

anyone  interested  in  psychology,  sociology, 

anthropology, philosophy, or the human condition.
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Book Description

Falling  into  Oblivion  explores  the  complex  and 

multifaceted nature of forgetting. Drawing on a wide 

range  of  disciplines,  including  psychology,  sociology, 

anthropology, and philosophy, this book examines the 

role of oblivion in our personal lives, in society, and in 

the human condition itself.

Forgetting is often seen as a negative force, something 

to  be  avoided  or  overcome.  However,  as  Marc  Augé 

argues  in  Falling  into  Oblivion,  forgetting  is  just  as 

essential to our well-being as memory. It allows us to 

let go of painful experiences, to move on from the past, 

and to make room for new experiences.

In this  book,  Augé explores the many different ways 

that we forget. He discusses the role of the unconscious 

mind in forgetting, the social and cultural factors that 

influence  what  we  remember  and  forget,  and  the 

ethical implications of forgetting. He also examines the 
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future  of  forgetting  in  an  age  of  increasing 

digitalization and artificial intelligence.

Falling into Oblivion is a thought-provoking and wide-

ranging  exploration  of  one  of  the  most  fundamental 

aspects  of  human  experience.  It  is  a  must-read  for 

anyone  interested  in  psychology,  sociology, 

anthropology, philosophy, or the human condition.
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Chapter 1: The Anatomy of Oblivion

The Nature of Forgetting

Forgetting is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon 

that  has been studied by philosophers,  psychologists, 

and  neuroscientists  for  centuries.  There  is  no  single 

definition of forgetting, but it can be broadly defined as 

the loss of access to previously acquired information. 

Forgetting can be temporary or permanent, and it can 

affect a wide range of memories, from simple facts to 

complex skills.

There are many different theories about why we forget. 

One  theory  is  that  forgetting  is  simply  the  result  of 

disuse.  When  we  stop  using  a  memory,  the  neural 

connections  that  support  that  memory  weaken  and 

eventually disappear. Another theory is that forgetting 

is caused by interference from other memories. When 

we learn new information,  it  can interfere  with  our 

ability to recall older information. For example, if we 
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learn  a  new  phone  number,  we  may  forget  the  old 

phone number.

Forgetting  can  also  be  caused  by  emotional  factors. 

When  we  experience  a  traumatic  event,  our  brains 

may suppress  the  memory of  that  event  in  order  to 

protect  us  from  further  pain.  This  is  known  as 

repression.  Forgetting  can  also  be  caused  by  stress. 

When we  are  stressed,  our  brains  release  hormones 

that  can  interfere  with  memory  formation  and 

retrieval.

The nature of forgetting is a complex and fascinating 

topic. By understanding why we forget, we can develop 

strategies  to  improve  our  memory  and  reduce  the 

effects of forgetting.

Forgetting is an important part of life. It allows us to let 

go of the past and move on to the future. Forgetting can 

also  be  a  form  of  self-protection.  When  we  forget  a 

traumatic  event,  we  are  protecting  ourselves  from 

further pain.
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However, forgetting can also be a problem. When we 

forget important information, it can interfere with our 

ability to function in the world. Forgetting can also lead 

to misunderstandings and conflict.

There are many different ways to deal with forgetting. 

Some  people  try  to  avoid  forgetting  by  constantly 

rehearsing information. Others try to accept forgetting 

as a natural part of life. There is no right or wrong way 

to deal with forgetting. The best approach is to find a 

way that works for you.
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Chapter 1: The Anatomy of Oblivion

The Role of Memory

Memory  is  a  crucial  faculty  that  allows  us  to  learn, 

adapt, and navigate the world around us. It enables us 

to  recall  past  experiences,  store  and  retrieve 

information, and make sense of our present and future. 

Without memory, we would be unable to function as 

individuals or as a society.

There are two main types of memory: explicit memory 

and  implicit  memory.  Explicit  memory  refers  to  the 

conscious recollection of facts, events, and experiences. 

It includes episodic memory, which involves the recall 

of  specific  events,  and  semantic  memory,  which 

involves  the  recall  of  general  knowledge  and  facts. 

Implicit  memory,  on  the  other  hand,  refers  to  the 

unconscious retention and use of skills and procedures. 

It  includes  procedural  memory,  which  involves  the 

recall  of  how to  perform certain tasks,  and priming, 
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which involves the facilitation of responses to stimuli 

that have been previously encountered.

Memory is essential for a variety of cognitive functions, 

including  learning,  thinking,  and  decision-making.  It 

allows  us  to  learn  from  our  mistakes,  plan  for  the 

future,  and communicate with others.  It  also plays a 

central role in our sense of identity and self-awareness.

Memory  is  not  a  static  entity.  It  is  constantly  being 

updated and revised as we learn new information and 

have  new  experiences.  This  process  is  known  as 

memory  consolidation.  Memory  consolidation  is 

thought  to  occur  through  a  variety  of  mechanisms, 

including the formation of new neural connections in 

the  brain  and  the  strengthening  of  existing 

connections.

Memory  can  be  impaired  by  a  variety  of  factors, 

including aging, stress, and trauma. Memory loss can 

also  be  a  symptom  of  a  variety  of  neurological 

disorders, such as Alzheimer's disease and dementia.

9



Despite the challenges that can affect memory, it is an 

essential  faculty  that  allows  us  to  live  full  and 

meaningful  lives.  By  understanding  the  nature  of 

memory and how it works, we can take steps to protect 

and preserve our memories and to mitigate the effects 

of memory loss.
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Chapter 1: The Anatomy of Oblivion

The Biology of Memory

The biology of  memory is  a  complex and fascinating 

field  of  study.  Scientists  are  still  learning  about  the 

many  ways  in  which  our  brains  store  and  retrieve 

memories. However, we know that memory is essential 

for  our  survival.  It  allows  us  to  learn  from  our 

experiences,  navigate  our  environment,  and  interact 

with others.

One  of  the  most  important  things  we  know  about 

memory  is  that  it  is  not  a  single,  monolithic  entity. 

Instead, it is a collection of different systems that work 

together  to  store  and  retrieve  information.  These 

systems include:

 Sensory  memory: This  system  stores 

information about the world around us that we 

have recently experienced. It is a very short-term 
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memory, and information is typically lost within 

a few seconds.

 Working  memory: This  system  stores 

information that we are currently using. It is a 

limited-capacity memory, and we can only hold a 

few items in working memory at a time.

 Long-term  memory: This  system  stores 

information  that  we  have  learned  and 

experienced over time. It is a very large-capacity 

memory, and we can store an unlimited amount 

of information in long-term memory.

The process of memory formation begins with sensory 

memory. When we experience something new, sensory 

memory stores information about that experience. This 

information  is  then  transferred  to  working  memory, 

where it is processed and organized. If the information 

is  important  enough,  it  will  be  stored  in  long-term 

memory.
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The retrieval of memories is just as important as the 

formation of memories.  When we need to remember 

something,  we  access  long-term  memory  and  search 

for the information we need. This information is then 

transferred to working memory, where it can be used.

The biology of  memory is  a  complex and fascinating 

field  of  study.  Scientists  are  still  learning  about  the 

many  ways  in  which  our  brains  store  and  retrieve 

memories. However, we know that memory is essential 

for  our  survival.  It  allows  us  to  learn  from  our 

experiences,  navigate  our  environment,  and  interact 

with others.

The Importance of Memory

Memory is  essential  for  our  survival.  It  allows us  to 

learn from our experiences, navigate our environment, 

and interact with others. Without memory, we would 

be unable to function as human beings.
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There are many different types of memory, each with 

its  own  unique  purpose.  Sensory  memory  stores 

information about the world around us that we have 

recently  experienced.  Working  memory  stores 

information  that  we  are  currently  using.  Long-term 

memory stores information that we have learned and 

experienced over time.

The process of memory formation begins with sensory 

memory. When we experience something new, sensory 

memory stores information about that experience. This 

information  is  then  transferred  to  working  memory, 

where it is processed and organized. If the information 

is  important  enough,  it  will  be  stored  in  long-term 

memory.

The retrieval of memories is just as important as the 

formation of memories.  When we need to remember 

something,  we  access  long-term  memory  and  search 

for the information we need. This information is then 

transferred to working memory, where it can be used.
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The Biology of Memory

The biology of  memory is  a  complex and fascinating 

field  of  study.  Scientists  are  still  learning  about  the 

many  ways  in  which  our  brains  store  and  retrieve 

memories. However, we know that memory is essential 

for  our  survival.  It  allows  us  to  learn  from  our 

experiences,  navigate  our  environment,  and  interact 

with others.

One  of  the  most  important  things  we  know  about 

memory  is  that  it  is  not  a  single,  monolithic  entity. 

Instead, it is a collection of different systems that work 

together  to  store  and  retrieve  information.  These 

systems include:

 Sensory  memory: This  system  stores 

information about the world around us that we 

have recently experienced. It is a very short-term 

memory, and information is typically lost within 

a few seconds.
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 Working  memory: This  system  stores 

information that we are currently using. It is a 

limited-capacity memory, and we can only hold a 

few items in working memory at a time.

 Long-term  memory: This  system  stores 

information  that  we  have  learned  and 

experienced over time. It is a very large-capacity 

memory, and we can store an unlimited amount 

of information in long-term memory.

The process of memory formation begins with sensory 

memory. When we experience something new, sensory 

memory stores information about that experience. This 

information  is  then  transferred  to  working  memory, 

where it is processed and organized. If the information 

is  important  enough,  it  will  be  stored  in  long-term 

memory.

The retrieval of memories is just as important as the 

formation of memories.  When we need to remember 

something,  we  access  long-term  memory  and  search 

16



for the information we need. This information is then 

transferred to working memory, where it can be used.

The Importance of Memory

Memory is  essential  for  our  survival.  It  allows us  to 

learn from our experiences, navigate our environment, 

and interact with others. Without memory, we would 

be unable to function as human beings.

There are many different types of memory, each with 

its  own  unique  purpose.  Sensory  memory  stores 

information about the world around us that we have 

recently  experienced.  Working  memory  stores 

information  that  we  are  currently  using.  Long-term 

memory stores information that we have learned and 

experienced over time.

The process of memory formation begins with sensory 

memory. When we experience something new, sensory 

memory stores information about that experience. This 

information  is  then  transferred  to  working  memory, 
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where it is processed and organized. If the information 

is  important  enough,  it  will  be  stored  in  long-term 

memory.

The retrieval of memories is just as important as the 

formation of memories.  When we need to remember 

something,  we  access  long-term  memory  and  search 

for the information we need. This information is then 

transferred to working memory, where it can be used.

The Biology of Memory

The biology of  memory is  a  complex and fascinating 

field  of  study.  Scientists  are  still  learning  about  the 

many  ways  in  which  our  brains  store  and  retrieve 

memories. However, we know that memory is essential 

for  our  survival.  It  allows  us  to  learn  from  our 

experiences,  navigate  our  environment,  and  interact 

with others.

One  of  the  most  important  things  we  know  about 

memory  is  that  it  is  not  a  single,  monolithic  entity. 
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Instead, it is a collection of different systems that work 

together  to  store  and  retrieve  information.  These 

systems include:

 Sensory  memory: This  system  stores 

information about the world around us that we 

have recently experienced. It is a very short-term 

memory, and information is typically lost within 

a few seconds.

 Working  memory: This  system  stores 

information that we are currently using. It is a 

limited-capacity memory, and we can only hold a 

few items in working memory at a time.

 Long-term  memory: This  system  stores 

information  that  we  have  learned  and 

experienced over time. It is a very large-capacity 

memory, and we can store an unlimited amount 

of information in long-term memory.

The process of memory formation begins with sensory 

memory. When we experience something new, sensory 
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memory stores information about that experience. This 

information  is  then  transferred  to  working  memory, 

where it is processed and organized. If the information 

is  important  enough,  it  will  be  stored  in  long-term 

memory.

The retrieval of memories is just as important as the 

formation of memories.  When we need to remember 

something,  we  access  long-term  memory  and  search 

for the information we need. This information is then 

transferred to working memory, where it can be used.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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