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Facade

Introduction

The vice presidency of the United States is a unique and 

often misunderstood office. On the one hand, the vice 

president is just a heartbeat away from the presidency, 

and  in  some  cases,  has  even  succeeded  to  the 

presidency. On the other hand, the vice president has 

very little real power and is often seen as nothing more 

than a spare tire.

In this book, we will explore the history, powers, and 

duties of the vice presidency. We will also examine the 

challenges that vice presidents face and the impact that 

they can have on history.

The vice presidency was created by the framers of the 

Constitution  as  a  way  to  ensure  that  there  would 
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always be a successor to the president in the event of 

death, resignation, or impeachment. The vice president 

is also the president of the Senate, and has the power to 

break  tie  votes.  However,  the  vice  president's  most 

important role is to advise the president.

The vice president is a member of the National Security 

Council  and  the  Cabinet,  and  is  often  given  special 

assignments by the president.  The vice president can 

also play a key role in foreign policy, especially when 

the president is traveling abroad.

Despite the limited formal powers of the office, the vice 

presidency can be a powerful position. A vice president 

who is close to the president and has the president's 

trust  can  have  a  significant  impact  on  policy  and 

decision-making.

In this book, we will explore the many facets of the vice 

presidency and examine the role that vice presidents 

have played in American history. We will also consider 
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the  challenges  that  vice  presidents  face  and  the 

potential for the office to be reformed in the future.
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Book Description

The vice presidency of the United States is a unique and 

often misunderstood office. On the one hand, the vice 

president is just a heartbeat away from the presidency, 

and  in  some  cases,  has  even  succeeded  to  the 

presidency. On the other hand, the vice president has 

very little real power and is often seen as nothing more 

than a spare tire.

In this book, we take a comprehensive look at the vice 

presidency,  exploring its  history,  powers,  and duties. 

We also  examine  the  challenges  that  vice  presidents 

face and the impact that they can have on history.

We  begin  by  examining  the  origins  of  the  vice 

presidency, which was created by the framers of the 

Constitution  as  a  way  to  ensure  that  there  would 

always be a successor to the president in the event of 

death, resignation, or impeachment. We then explore 

the  powers  and  duties  of  the  vice  president,  which 
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include presiding over the Senate, breaking tie votes, 

and advising the president.

We also  examine  the  challenges  that  vice  presidents 

face,  which include the limited formal powers of the 

office,  the  shadow  of  the  president,  and  the  lack  of 

public attention. Despite these challenges, we show that 

vice  presidents  can  have  a  significant  impact  on 

history, especially when they are close to the president 

and have the president's trust.

Finally,  we  consider  the  potential  for  reforming  the 

vice presidency in the future. We discuss proposals for 

giving  the  vice  president  more  power  and 

responsibility,  and  we  explore  the  possibility  of 

creating a more independent vice presidency.

Whether you are a student of history, a political junkie, 

or simply a curious citizen, this book will give you a 

new understanding of the vice presidency and its role 

in American government.
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Chapter  1:  The  Role  of  the  Vice 

President

The Constitutional Framework

The vice presidency of the United States is a unique and 

often misunderstood office. On the one hand, the vice 

president is just a heartbeat away from the presidency, 

and  in  some  cases,  has  even  succeeded  to  the 

presidency. On the other hand, the vice president has 

very little real power and is often seen as nothing more 

than a spare tire.

The vice presidency was created by the framers of the 

Constitution  as  a  way  to  ensure  that  there  would 

always be a successor to the president in the event of 

death, resignation, or impeachment. The vice president 

is also the president of the Senate, and has the power to 

break  tie  votes.  However,  the  vice  president's  most 

important role is to advise the president.
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The vice president is a member of the National Security 

Council  and  the  Cabinet,  and  is  often  given  special 

assignments by the president.  The vice president can 

also play a key role in foreign policy, especially when 

the president is traveling abroad.

Despite the limited formal powers of the office, the vice 

presidency can be a powerful position. A vice president 

who is close to the president and has the president's 

trust  can  have  a  significant  impact  on  policy  and 

decision-making.

The  vice  presidency  is  a  complex  and  challenging 

office. Vice presidents must be prepared to serve in a 

variety of roles, from ceremonial to political. They must 

also  be  able  to  work  effectively  with  the  president, 

Congress, and the American people.
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Chapter  1:  The  Role  of  the  Vice 

President

Historical Evolution of the Role

The role of the vice president has evolved significantly 

since the office was created in 1789. In the early years 

of the republic, the vice president was little more than 

a  spare  tire,  with  few  official  duties  and  even  less 

power.  However,  over  time,  the  vice  presidency  has 

become  increasingly  important,  and  today,  the  vice 

president  is  a  key  player  in  the  American  political 

system.

One of the most significant changes to the role of the 

vice  president  came  in  1933,  when  the  20th 

Amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  ratified.  This 

amendment  moved  the  start  of  the  presidential  and 

vice  presidential  terms from March 4  to  January 20, 

and it also allowed the vice president to succeed to the 

presidency  in  the  event  of  the  president's  death, 
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resignation, or removal from office. This change made 

the vice presidency a much more powerful position, as 

it  gave  the  vice  president  the  potential  to  become 

president.

Another  important  change  to  the  role  of  the  vice 

president  came  in  1965,  when  President  Lyndon  B. 

Johnson created  the  National  Security  Council  (NSC). 

The NSC is a group of advisors that meets regularly to 

discuss national security issues. The vice president is a 

member of the NSC, and this gives them a significant 

say in the development of American foreign policy.

In recent years, the vice presidency has become even 

more powerful. Vice presidents have taken on a more 

active  role  in  the  day-to-day  operations  of  the 

government,  and  they  have  been  given  more 

responsibility  for  specific  policy  areas.  For  example, 

Vice  President  Al  Gore  was  given  responsibility  for 

environmental policy, and Vice President Dick Cheney 

was given responsibility for energy policy.
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The  evolution  of  the  role  of  the  vice  president  is  a 

reflection  of  the  changing  nature  of  the  American 

presidency.  As  the  presidency  has  become  more 

powerful,  so  too  has  the  vice  presidency.  Today,  the 

vice president is a key player in the American political 

system, and they play a vital role in the governance of 

the country.
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Chapter  1:  The  Role  of  the  Vice 

President

The  Vice  President's  Relationship  with  the 

President

The relationship  between the  vice  president  and the 

president  is  one of  the most  important  and complex 

relationships  in  American  politics.  The  two  officials 

work closely together, but they also have different roles 

and responsibilities.

The  vice  president  is  the  president's  second-in-

command and is always just a heartbeat away from the 

presidency. In the event that the president is unable to 

serve, the vice president becomes president. The vice 

president is also the president of the Senate and has the 

power to break tie votes.

The vice  president  is  also  a  member of  the  National 

Security  Council  and the Cabinet.  This  gives  the vice 
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president  a  voice  in  some  of  the  most  important 

decisions  facing  the  country.  The  vice  president  can 

also play a key role in foreign policy, especially when 

the president is traveling abroad.

The  relationship  between the  vice  president  and the 

president can be a close one, or it can be strained. It all 

depends  on  the  personalities  of  the  two  individuals 

involved. Some vice presidents have been very close to 

the  presidents  they  served,  while  others  have  had  a 

more distant relationship.

One of the most important factors in the vice president-

president relationship is trust. The president needs to 

be able to trust  the vice president to carry out their 

duties and to be loyal to them. The vice president also 

needs to be able to trust  the president to keep them 

informed and to value their input.

When there is trust between the vice president and the 

president,  the  two  officials  can  work  together 

effectively to achieve their goals. However, when there 
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is a lack of trust, the relationship can be strained and it 

can  make  it  difficult  for  the  two  officials  to  work 

together.

The vice president-president relationship is a complex 

one, but it  is  also a vital  one.  The two officials work 

together to lead the country and to protect its interests.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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