
The Last Guerrilla

Introduction

In the annals of World War II, few stories of resistance 

and resilience  are  as  remarkable  as  that  of  Crete.  A 

rugged, mountainous island in the Mediterranean Sea, 

Crete became a focal point of the conflict in 1941 when 

Nazi Germany launched a massive airborne invasion.

For eight long months, the Cretan people fought back 

against  their  occupiers  with  unwavering 

determination.  They  waged  a  relentless  campaign  of 

sabotage  and  guerrilla  warfare,  making  life  for  the 

German  soldiers  a  living  hell.  The  Cretan  resistance 

was so effective that  it  forced the Germans to divert 

precious resources away from other fronts in order to 

maintain control of the island.

1



At the heart of the resistance movement was a group of 

ordinary men and women who risked their lives every 

day  to  fight  for  their  freedom.  They  were  farmers, 

shepherds, teachers, and students, united by a common 

cause: to liberate Crete from the Nazi yoke.

One of the most famous resistance fighters was Manolis 

Paterakis,  a  shepherd  from  the  village  of  Anogia. 

Paterakis became a legend among the Cretans for his 

daring raids against the Germans. He was known for 

his uncanny ability to evade capture, earning him the 

nickname "The Ghost of the Mountains."

The Cretan resistance movement is a testament to the 

indomitable  spirit  of  the  human  race.  Against 

overwhelming odds, the Cretan people stood up to the 

Nazis and fought for their freedom. Their story is one 

of courage, resilience, and unwavering determination.
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Book Description

In  the  spring  of  1941,  Nazi  Germany  launched  a 

massive  airborne  invasion  of  Crete.  The  island's 

strategic location in the Mediterranean Sea made it a 

vital target for the Germans, who hoped to use it as a 

base  for  operations  against  Allied  shipping  in  the 

region.

But  the  Cretan  people  were  not  about  to  surrender 

their homeland without a fight.  They rose up against 

the invaders and waged a fierce campaign of resistance 

that lasted for eight long months. The Cretan resistance 

movement  was  a  remarkable  example  of  courage, 

resilience, and unwavering determination.

At the heart of the resistance movement was a group of 

ordinary men and women who risked their lives every 

day  to  fight  for  their  freedom.  They  were  farmers, 

shepherds, teachers, and students, united by a common 

cause: to liberate Crete from the Nazi yoke.
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One of the most famous resistance fighters was Manolis 

Paterakis,  a  shepherd  from  the  village  of  Anogia. 

Paterakis became a legend among the Cretans for his 

daring raids against the Germans. He was known for 

his uncanny ability to evade capture, earning him the 

nickname "The Ghost of the Mountains."

The Cretan resistance movement is a testament to the 

indomitable  spirit  of  the  human  race.  Against 

overwhelming odds, the Cretan people stood up to the 

Nazis and fought for their freedom. Their story is one 

of courage, resilience, and unwavering determination.

The  Last  Guerrilla tells  the  story  of  the  Cretan 

resistance  movement  through  the  eyes  of  Manolis 

Paterakis. It is a gripping tale of heroism, sacrifice, and 

the indomitable spirit of the human race. 
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Chapter 1: The Occupation Begins

The Arrival of the German Troops

On a fateful day in May 1941, the tranquility of Crete 

was shattered by the ominous roar of German aircraft. 

Paratroopers descended from the sky like a swarm of 

locusts,  their  boots  thudding  against  the  unforgiving 

earth. The invasion had begun.

The  German troops,  under  the  command of  General 

Kurt Student, were a formidable force. They were well-

equipped  and  experienced  in  the  art  of  airborne 

warfare.  The  Cretan  defenders,  on  the  other  hand, 

were  caught  off  guard.  They  were  outnumbered, 

outgunned, and unprepared for the onslaught.

The  Germans  quickly  seized  control  of  the  island's 

strategic points, including the airports and major cities. 

They established a puppet  government and began to 

implement  their  brutal  policies  of  occupation.  The 

Cretan people were subjected to a reign of terror.
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The  arrival  of  the  German  troops  marked  a  dark 

chapter in Crete's history. The island, once a symbol of 

freedom  and  independence,  was  now  under  the 

oppressive yoke of Nazi tyranny. But the Cretan people 

would not submit to their oppressors. They would rise 

up and fight for their freedom, no matter the cost.

The Dance of Light and Shadows

The arrival of the German troops cast a dark shadow 

over Crete, but it also ignited a flame of resistance. In 

the hearts of the Cretan people, the desire for freedom 

burned brighter than ever before.

The  Cretans  were  a  proud  and  independent  people, 

with a long history of  fighting for their liberty.  They 

would  not  surrender  their  homeland  to  the  Nazis 

without a fight. They would use every means at their 

disposal to resist the occupation, no matter how small 

or insignificant it may seem.
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Acts  of  sabotage,  harassment,  and  defiance  became 

commonplace.  The Cretans refused to cooperate with 

the occupiers.  They hid their food and supplies,  they 

refused  to  work  for  the  Germans,  and  they  spread 

rumors and misinformation to confuse and demoralize 

the enemy.

The Cretan resistance was a beacon of hope in a time of 

darkness. It showed the world that even in the face of 

overwhelming  odds,  the  human  spirit  can  never  be 

truly conquered.
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Chapter 1: The Occupation Begins

The Fall of Heraklion

The Battle of Crete began on May 20, 1941, when Nazi 

Germany launched a massive airborne invasion of the 

island.  The  Germans  dropped  thousands  of 

paratroopers and glider-borne troops across the island, 

hoping  to  capture  key  strategic  locations  and 

overwhelm the Allied defenses.

One of the primary objectives of the German invasion 

was  the  city  of  Heraklion,  the  capital  of  Crete. 

Heraklion was a vital port and transportation hub, and 

its capture would give the Germans control of much of 

the island.

The  German attack  on  Heraklion  began in  the  early 

hours of May 20.  Paratroopers landed near the city's 

airport and quickly secured it. They were then joined 

by glider-borne troops, who brought in heavy weapons 

and supplies.
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The  British  and  Commonwealth  forces  defending 

Heraklion  were  outnumbered  and  outgunned.  They 

fought  bravely,  but  they  were  unable  to  stop  the 

German advance. By the end of the day, the Germans 

had captured the city.

The fall  of Heraklion was a major blow to the Allied 

forces on Crete. It gave the Germans a foothold on the 

island  and  allowed  them  to  bring  in  reinforcements 

and supplies. The capture of Heraklion also cut off the 

Allied forces in the west of the island from those in the 

east.

The fall of Heraklion marked the beginning of a long 

and bloody struggle for the control of Crete. The island 

would  not  be  liberated  until  after  eight  months  of 

fighting.
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Chapter 1: The Occupation Begins

The  Establishment  of  the  Occupation 

Government

In  the  aftermath  of  the  German invasion,  Crete  was 

placed  under  the  control  of  a  military  government 

headed  by  General  Alexander  Andrae.  Andrae's 

primary task was to pacify the island and ensure that it 

served as a secure base for German operations in the 

Mediterranean.

To this end, Andrae established a network of military 

and  administrative  offices  throughout  Crete.  He  also 

appointed a group of Greek collaborators to serve as 

mayors and village headmen. These collaborators were 

responsible  for  carrying  out  German  orders  and 

maintaining law and order.

The  occupation  government  faced  a  number  of 

challenges  from  the  outset.  The  Cretan  people  were 

fiercely  independent  and  resented  the  German 
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presence  on  their  island.  They  were  also  quick  to 

organize resistance groups, which began to carry out 

acts  of  sabotage  and  guerrilla  warfare  against  the 

Germans.

In addition,  the occupation government  was plagued 

by  corruption  and  inefficiency.  The  German  officers 

were often more interested in lining their own pockets 

than in administering the island effectively. This led to 

widespread resentment among the Cretan people, who 

saw  the  Germans  as  nothing  more  than  a  bunch  of 

greedy occupiers.

Despite  these  challenges,  the  occupation  government 

managed to  maintain  control  of  Crete  for  eight  long 

months.  This  was  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  the 

Germans had a strong military presence on the island. 

They  also  benefited  from  the  support  of  a  small 

number of Cretan collaborators.

However,  the  occupation  government  was  ultimately 

doomed  to  failure.  The  Cretan  resistance  movement 
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grew stronger with each passing day, and the German 

troops were increasingly stretched thin. In the end, the 

Germans were forced to withdraw from Crete in May 

1945.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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