
Chronicles of Sullivan County

Introduction

Sullivan  County,  located  in  the  heart  of  the  Catskill 

Mountains,  is  a  region  steeped  in  history,  natural 

beauty,  and  cultural  heritage.  From  its  humble 

beginnings  as  a  frontier  settlement  to  its  rise  as  a 

popular tourist destination, Sullivan County has a rich 

and fascinating story to tell.

In this book,  we will  take a journey through time to 

explore  the  many facets  of  Sullivan County.  We will 

learn  about  the  Native  American  tribes  who  first 

inhabited the area, the European settlers who arrived 

in the 17th century, and the tumultuous events of the 

Revolutionary  War  that  shaped  the  county's  history. 

We  will  also  explore  the  county's  economic 

development, from the early industries that sprang up 
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along its rivers to the rise of tourism in the 19th and 

20th centuries.

Along  the  way,  we  will  meet  some  of  the  colorful 

characters  who  have  called  Sullivan  County  home, 

from  gangsters  and  bootleggers  to  artists  and 

musicians. We will also visit some of the county's most 

iconic landmarks,  including the Bethel  Woods Center 

for the Arts, the site of the legendary 1969 Woodstock 

Music and Art Festival.

But Sullivan County is  more than just  a collection of 

historical facts and figures. It is a place with a vibrant 

community and a strong sense of place. In this book, 

we will also explore the county's contemporary culture, 

from  its  thriving  arts  scene  to  its  commitment  to 

environmental protection. We will also look ahead to 

the future and discuss the challenges and opportunities 

that Sullivan County faces in the 21st century.

Whether you are a lifelong resident of Sullivan County 

or a visitor who is simply curious about its history and 
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culture,  this book has something for everyone.  So sit 

back, relax, and enjoy the journey!
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Book Description

Chronicles of Sullivan County is a comprehensive and 

engaging  exploration  of  the  history,  culture,  and 

natural beauty of Sullivan County, New York. From its 

humble beginnings as a frontier settlement to its rise as 

a  popular  tourist  destination,  Sullivan  County  has  a 

rich and fascinating story to tell.

In this book, readers will embark on a journey through 

time to discover the many layers of Sullivan County's 

past. They will learn about the Native American tribes 

who first inhabited the area, the European settlers who 

arrived in the 17th century, and the tumultuous events 

of  the  Revolutionary  War  that  shaped  the  county's 

history.  They will  also explore the county's economic 

development, from the early industries that sprang up 

along its rivers to the rise of tourism in the 19th and 

20th centuries.
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But Chronicles of Sullivan County is more than just a 

history  book.  It  is  also  a  celebration  of  the  county's 

vibrant culture and natural beauty. Readers will visit 

some of the county's most iconic landmarks, including 

the Bethel  Woods Center for the Arts,  the site  of  the 

legendary  1969  Woodstock  Music  and  Art  Festival. 

They  will  also  learn  about  the  county's  thriving  arts 

scene,  its  commitment  to  environmental  protection, 

and the challenges and opportunities it faces in the 21st 

century.

With  its  engaging  narrative  and  stunning  visuals, 

Chronicles of Sullivan County is the perfect book for 

anyone  who  wants  to  learn  more  about  this  special 

place. Whether you are a lifelong resident or a visitor 

who is simply curious about Sullivan County's history 

and culture, this book has something for everyone. 
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Chapter  1:  The  Genesis  of  Sullivan 

County

The Indigenous Peoples

Before  European  settlers  arrived  in  Sullivan  County, 

the  area  was  home to  a  variety  of  Native  American 

tribes. The Lenape, also known as the Delaware, were 

the most prominent tribe in the region. They lived in 

longhouses and farmed the land, growing corn, beans, 

and squash. They also hunted and fished in the forests 

and rivers.

Other tribes that lived in Sullivan County included the 

Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, and Seneca, who 

were  part  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy.  The  Iroquois 

were known for  their  longhouses,  which were large, 

communal dwellings that could house up to 100 people. 

They were also skilled farmers and hunters.

The Native Americans of Sullivan County had a deep 

connection to the land. They believed that the land was 
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sacred and that they were its stewards. They practiced 

a variety of religious ceremonies and rituals to honor 

the land and its spirits.

The  arrival  of  European settlers  in  the  17th  century 

had a devastating impact on the Native Americans of 

Sullivan  County.  The  settlers  brought  with  them 

diseases, such as smallpox and measles, to which the 

Native  Americans  had  no  immunity.  They  also  took 

over  the  Native  Americans'  land and disrupted their 

way of life.

As  a  result  of  these  factors,  the  Native  American 

population of Sullivan County declined rapidly. By the 

early  1800s,  there  were  only  a  few  hundred  Native 

Americans  left  in  the  county.  Today,  there  are  no 

federally recognized Native American tribes in Sullivan 

County.

However, the legacy of the Native Americans can still 

be  seen  in  the  county  today.  Many  place  names  in 

Sullivan County are of Native American origin, such as 
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the Delaware River and the Catskill Mountains. There 

are  also  a  number  of  Native  American  artifacts  on 

display in the county's museums.

The Native Americans of Sullivan County were a proud 

and resilient  people  who lived  in  harmony with  the 

land. Their legacy is a reminder of the importance of 

respecting and protecting the environment.
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Chapter  1:  The  Genesis  of  Sullivan 

County

The Arrival of European Settlers

The  arrival  of  European  settlers  in  Sullivan  County 

marked a turning point in the region's history. The first 

Europeans to arrive in the area were Dutch fur traders 

in  the  early  17th  century.  They  were  followed  by 

English and German settlers,  who began to  establish 

permanent settlements in the mid-18th century.

The early settlers faced many challenges. The land was 

heavily forested and difficult to clear. The winters were 

long  and  harsh,  and  the  summers  were  short  and 

unpredictable. The settlers also had to contend with the 

Native Americans, who were understandably wary of 

the newcomers.

Despite  the  challenges,  the  settlers  persevered.  They 

built  farms  and  businesses,  and  they  established 

schools  and  churches.  They  also  began  to  develop  a 
9



sense of community.  By the end of the 18th century, 

Sullivan County was a thriving frontier settlement.

The arrival of European settlers had a profound impact 

on  the  Native  Americans.  The  settlers  brought  with 

them diseases to which the Native Americans had no 

immunity.  They also disrupted the Native Americans' 

traditional  way  of  life  by  clearing  the  forests  and 

hunting the animals. As a result, the Native American 

population in Sullivan County declined significantly.

The  arrival  of  European  settlers  also  had  a  lasting 

impact on the environment.  The settlers cleared vast 

tracts of forest for farming and development. They also 

introduced non-native  species  of  plants  and animals, 

which disrupted the natural ecosystem. The effects of 

these changes are still being felt today.

The arrival of European settlers in Sullivan County was 

a complex and multifaceted event. It had both positive 

and negative consequences for the region. However, it 

10



is clear that the arrival of the settlers marked a turning 

point in Sullivan County's history.
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Chapter  1:  The  Genesis  of  Sullivan 

County

The Revolutionary War

Sullivan  County  was  not  yet  a  county  when  the 

Revolutionary War broke out in 1775, but the events of 

the war would have a profound impact on the region. 

The  war  was  fought  between  the  British  and  the 

American  colonists,  who  were  fighting  for  their 

independence.

Sullivan County was a frontier region at the time, and it 

was  home  to  a  number  of  small  settlements.  The 

residents  of  these  settlements  were  divided  in  their 

loyalties, with some supporting the British and others 

supporting the colonists. This division led to a number 

of conflicts between the two sides, including raids and 

skirmishes.

In  1779,  a  group  of  British  soldiers  and  Native 

Americans attacked the settlement of Minisink, which 
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is  located in  present-day Sullivan County.  The attack 

was  a  brutal  one,  and  it  resulted  in  the  deaths  of 

dozens of settlers. The Minisink Massacre is one of the 

most notorious events in Sullivan County history.

Despite  the  hardships  of  the  war,  the  residents  of 

Sullivan County remained resilient. They continued to 

fight  for  their  independence,  and  they  eventually 

prevailed. The war ended in 1783 with the signing of 

the Treaty of Paris, which recognized the independence 

of the United States of America.

The  Revolutionary  War  was  a  turning  point  in 

American history,  and it  had a significant  impact  on 

Sullivan County. The war helped to shape the county's 

identity, and it laid the foundation for its future growth 

and development.

The  Revolutionary  War  also  left  a  lasting  legacy  of 

patriotism and pride in Sullivan County. The county's 

residents are proud of their ancestors who fought for 
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independence,  and  they  continue  to  honor  their 

memory today.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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