
She Called Me Uncle

Introduction

The  world  of  entertainment  has  been  graced  by 

countless  icons,  but  few  have  left  an  imprint  as 

enduring  as  the  legendary  Bing  Crosby.  His  velvety 

voice,  charming  demeanor,  and  unparalleled  success 

made him a beloved figure both on and off the screen.

In  this  captivating  book,  we  delve  into  the 

extraordinary  life  and  legacy  of  Uncle  Bing,  as  seen 

through the eyes of his niece, Carolyn Crosby. From her 

childhood visits to his palatial estate to her early days 

as  an  aspiring  entertainer  under  his  wing,  Carolyn 

offers a unique and intimate perspective on the man 

behind the microphone.

Through  a  series  of  personal  anecdotes  and  candid 

reflections,  Carolyn  paints  a  vivid  portrait  of  her 
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uncle's  multifaceted  personality.  She  reveals  his 

unwavering optimism, his dedication to his craft, and 

his  deep  love  for  his  family.  Along  the  way,  we 

encounter a cast of colorful characters, including Bing's 

famous siblings, his loyal bandmates, and the countless 

stars who crossed his path.

Beyond  the  glamour  and  accolades,  Carolyn  also 

explores the challenges and heartaches that Bing faced 

throughout his life. From the pressures of fame to the 

loss of loved ones, she sheds light on the human side of 

the icon, revealing his resilience and his unwavering 

spirit.

This book is not merely a biography; it is a testament to 

the  enduring  power  of  family,  friendship,  and  the 

transformative  nature  of  entertainment.  Through 

Carolyn's  heartfelt  storytelling,  we  gain  a  deeper 

appreciation for the man who brought joy to millions 

and left an indelible mark on American culture.
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Whether you are a lifelong Bing Crosby fan or simply 

curious about the golden age of Hollywood, this book 

promises  an  unforgettable  journey  into  the  life  and 

legacy of a true American icon.
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Book Description

She  Called  Me  Uncle offers  an  intimate  and 

captivating  glimpse  into  the  life  and  legacy  of  the 

legendary Bing Crosby, as seen through the eyes of his 

niece, Carolyn Crosby. Drawing on personal anecdotes 

and candid reflections, Carolyn paints a vivid portrait 

of  her  uncle's  multifaceted  personality,  revealing  his 

unwavering optimism, dedication to his craft, and deep 

love for his family.

Beyond the glamour and accolades, this book explores 

the  challenges  and  heartaches  that  Bing  faced 

throughout his life, shedding light on the human side of 

the icon and revealing his resilience and unwavering 

spirit.  Readers  will  encounter  a  cast  of  colorful 

characters,  including Bing's famous siblings,  his loyal 

bandmates,  and  the  countless  stars  who  crossed  his 

path.
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More than just a biography, this book is a testament to 

the  enduring  power  of  family,  friendship,  and  the 

transformative  nature  of  entertainment.  Through 

Carolyn's heartfelt  storytelling,  readers gain a deeper 

appreciation for the man who brought joy to millions 

and left an indelible mark on American culture.

Whether you are a lifelong Bing Crosby fan or simply 

curious about the golden age of Hollywood, this book 

promises  an  unforgettable  journey  into  the  life  and 

legacy of a true American icon.

Delve  into  the  pages  of  She  Called  Me  Uncle and 

discover:

 The untold stories behind Bing Crosby's  rise to 

fame and his enduring success

 Intimate  insights  into  his  personal  life,  family 

relationships, and philanthropic endeavors

 A behind-the-scenes look at the making of some 

of his most iconic films and recordings
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 Reflections on the cultural impact of Bing Crosby 

and his lasting legacy in entertainment

Join Carolyn Crosby on a nostalgic journey through the 

life and times of Uncle Bing, and experience the magic 

of one of the most beloved entertainers of all time.
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Chapter 1: A Family Affair

1. Family Ties: The Bonds that Bind

Growing up, Carolyn Crosby was surrounded by a large 

and loving family. Her father, Larry Crosby, was one of 

Bing  Crosby's  four  brothers,  and  her  mother,  Mary 

Rose, was Bing's sister. Carolyn's childhood was filled 

with  visits  to  her  uncle's  sprawling  estate  in  Los 

Angeles,  where  she  would  spend  countless  hours 

playing with her cousins and exploring the beautiful 

grounds.

One of  Carolyn's  fondest  memories  is  of  attending  a 

family Christmas party at Bing's house. The house was 

decorated  with  twinkling  lights  and festive  garlands, 

and the air was filled with the sound of laughter and 

music.  Bing  himself  was  the  life  of  the  party, 

entertaining  his  guests  with  his  signature  songs  and 

charming  wit.  Carolyn  remembers  feeling 
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overwhelmed by the joy and love that permeated the 

atmosphere.

As Carolyn grew older, she came to appreciate the deep 

bond that  existed between her uncle and her father. 

Bing was always there for his brother, offering support 

and  guidance  during  both  good  times  and  bad.  And 

Larry was fiercely loyal to Bing, always standing up for 

him and defending his reputation.

The  Crosby  family  was  not  without  its  challenges. 

Bing's  parents  divorced when he was young,  and he 

struggled  with  alcoholism  throughout  his  life.  But 

through it  all,  the  family  remained close,  supporting 

each other through thick and thin.

Carolyn  believes  that  the  strong  family  ties  she 

witnessed growing up played a major role in shaping 

her  own life.  She  learned  the  importance  of  loyalty, 

forgiveness,  and  unconditional  love.  And  she  saw 

firsthand how a supportive family can help individuals 

overcome adversity and achieve their dreams.
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Chapter 1: A Family Affair

2. Growing Up Crosby: Childhood Memories

Growing up in the Crosby household was a whirlwind 

of laughter, music, and adventure. From the sprawling 

estate  in  Rancho  Santa  Fe  to  the  bustling  streets  of 

Hollywood,  Carolyn  Crosby  witnessed  firsthand  the 

extraordinary life of her famous uncle, Bing.

As a young girl, Carolyn spent countless hours at Uncle 

Bing's  estate,  known  as  "El  Rancho."  The  sprawling 

property  was  a  playground  of  dreams,  with  its  lush 

gardens, sparkling pool, and resident zoo. Carolyn and 

her  cousins  would  spend  their  days  exploring  the 

grounds,  playing  hide-and-seek  in  the  towering 

eucalyptus  trees,  and  swimming  in  the  crystal-clear 

waters of the pool.

Uncle  Bing  was  a  constant  presence  in  Carolyn's 

childhood.  He would often take her for drives in his 

vintage Cadillac, regaling her with stories of his early 
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days in vaudeville and his rise to stardom. Carolyn was 

fascinated by her uncle's tales of meeting the biggest 

names  in  Hollywood  and  performing  on  the  world's 

most prestigious stages.

Beyond the glamour and glitz, Carolyn also witnessed 

the  deep  love  and  devotion  that  existed  within  the 

Crosby family. Bing's siblings, Bob, Larry, and Everett, 

were frequent visitors to El Rancho, and their children 

became  Carolyn's  closest  friends.  Together,  they 

formed an unbreakable bond, sharing laughter, secrets, 

and  a  mutual  admiration  for  their  larger-than-life 

uncle.

Carolyn's childhood was not without its challenges. The 

pressures of fame often weighed heavily on Uncle Bing, 

and there were times when the family had to navigate 

difficult situations. However, through it all, the Crosbys 

remained a close-knit unit, supporting and protecting 

one another.
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As  Carolyn  grew  older,  she  began  to  appreciate  the 

profound impact that her uncle had on her life. Bing's 

unwavering optimism, his dedication to his craft, and 

his love for his family instilled in her a deep sense of 

purpose and self-belief.

To  this  day,  Carolyn  cherishes  the  memories  of  her 

childhood in the Crosby household. The laughter,  the 

music, and the love have shaped who she is today, and 

she is forever grateful for the extraordinary privilege 

of having grown up with the legendary Bing Crosby.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Chapter 10: The Crosby Legacy

5. The Crosby Legacy: A Timeless Treasure

Bing  Crosby's  legacy  extends  far  beyond  the  silver 

screen  and  the  recording  studio.  His  impact  on 

American  culture  is  immeasurable,  and  his 

contributions continue to  resonate with audiences of 

all ages.

One of the most enduring aspects of Crosby's legacy is 

his  music.  His  velvety  voice  and  signature  crooning 

style have made his songs timeless classics. From the 

heartwarming  "White  Christmas"  to  the  upbeat 

"Pennies from Heaven," Crosby's music has touched the 

hearts of generations. His recordings have sold millions 

of  copies  worldwide,  and  his  songs  continue  to  be 

played on radio stations and streaming services to this 

day.

Beyond his musical legacy, Crosby also left an indelible 

mark on the world of entertainment. He was one of the 

13



first  stars to embrace the new medium of  television, 

and his variety show, "The Bing Crosby Show," was a 

ratings smash. Crosby also starred in numerous films, 

including the popular "Road" movies with Bob Hope. 

His  comedic  timing  and  natural  charm  made  him  a 

beloved figure on both the big and small screens.

But  Crosby's  legacy  is  not  just  about  his  music  and 

entertainment  career.  He  was  also  a  dedicated 

philanthropist  and  humanitarian.  He  supported 

numerous  charities  and  causes,  and  he  was 

particularly  passionate  about  helping  children.  The 

Bing Crosby Youth Fund, which he established in 1957, 

continues  to  provide  financial  assistance  to 

underprivileged children around the world.

Crosby's legacy is also one of family and friendship. He 

was a devoted husband and father, and he maintained 

close  relationships  with  his  siblings  and  friends 

throughout his life.  He was known for his generosity 
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and kindness, and he always made time for those he 

cared about.

Bing  Crosby's  legacy  is  a  testament  to  the  power  of 

talent, determination, and compassion. He was a true 

pioneer  in  the  entertainment  industry,  and  his 

contributions have had a lasting impact on American 

culture. His music,  his films, and his charitable work 

continue to inspire and entertain audiences around the 

world,  ensuring  that  his  legacy  will  endure  for 

generations to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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