
Creative Scroll Saw Baskets

Introduction

Welcome  to  the  fascinating  world  of  scroll  saw 

basketry! This comprehensive guide will empower you 

to  create  stunning  and  functional  baskets  using  the 

versatility of a scroll saw. Whether you're a seasoned 

woodworker  or  just  starting  your  journey,  this  book 

provides everything you need to know to master this 

rewarding craft.

With step-by-step instructions, detailed diagrams, and 

troubleshooting  tips,  you'll  learn  the  essential 

techniques of scroll  saw basketry.  From selecting the 

right  materials  and  setting  up  your  workspace  to 

advanced  techniques  like  joining  multiple  pieces  of 

wood  and  creating  curves  and  angles,  you'll  gain  a 

thorough understanding of the craft.
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This  book not  only  covers  the basics  but  also  delves 

into creative basket designs, inspiring you to push the 

boundaries of your imagination. You'll discover how to 

design your own patterns,  experiment  with different 

shapes  and sizes,  and add unique embellishments  to 

create truly one-of-a-kind baskets.

We'll  explore  various  types  of  baskets,  including 

market baskets, decorative baskets, functional baskets, 

and gift baskets. You'll learn the nuances of each type, 

providing  you  with  the  knowledge  to  create  baskets 

tailored to specific purposes and occasions.

Throughout the book, you'll find a wealth of scroll saw 

basketry  projects,  complete  with  step-by-step 

instructions,  detailed  diagrams,  and  troubleshooting 

tips.  These  projects  are  designed  for  all  skill  levels, 

allowing  you  to  start  with  simpler  projects  and 

gradually progress to more complex ones as your skills 

develop.
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Whether  you're  looking  to  create  practical  storage 

solutions,  decorative  accents  for  your  home,  or 

thoughtful gifts for loved ones, this book will equip you 

with the skills and inspiration to bring your scroll saw 

basketry dreams to life. So gather your tools, embrace 

your  creativity,  and  let's  embark  on  this  exciting 

journey together!
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Book Description

Creative Scroll Saw Baskets is the ultimate guide to 

creating  stunning  and  functional  baskets  using  the 

versatility of a scroll saw. Whether you're a seasoned 

woodworker  or  just  starting  your  journey,  this 

comprehensive resource provides everything you need 

to master this rewarding craft.

With step-by-step instructions, detailed diagrams, and 

troubleshooting  tips,  you'll  learn  the  essential 

techniques of scroll  saw basketry.  From selecting the 

right  materials  and  setting  up  your  workspace  to 

advanced  techniques  like  joining  multiple  pieces  of 

wood  and  creating  curves  and  angles,  you'll  gain  a 

thorough understanding of the craft.

This  book not  only  covers  the basics  but  also  delves 

into creative basket designs, inspiring you to push the 

boundaries of your imagination. You'll discover how to 

design your own patterns,  experiment  with different 
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shapes  and sizes,  and add unique embellishments  to 

create truly one-of-a-kind baskets.

We'll  explore  various  types  of  baskets,  including 

market baskets, decorative baskets, functional baskets, 

and gift baskets. You'll learn the nuances of each type, 

providing  you  with  the  knowledge  to  create  baskets 

tailored to specific purposes and occasions.

Throughout the book, you'll find a wealth of scroll saw 

basketry  projects,  complete  with  step-by-step 

instructions,  detailed  diagrams,  and  troubleshooting 

tips.  These  projects  are  designed  for  all  skill  levels, 

allowing  you  to  start  with  simpler  projects  and 

gradually progress to more complex ones as your skills 

develop.

Whether  you're  looking  to  create  practical  storage 

solutions,  decorative  accents  for  your  home,  or 

thoughtful gifts for loved ones, this book will equip you 

with the skills and inspiration to bring your scroll saw 

basketry dreams to life. So gather your tools, embrace 
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your  creativity,  and  let's  embark  on  this  exciting 

journey together!
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Chapter  1:  Getting Started with  Scroll 

Saw Basketry

Choosing the right scroll saw

When it comes to choosing a scroll saw for basketry, 

there are a few key factors to consider to ensure you 

have the right tool for the job.

First and foremost, consider the throat size of the scroll 

saw. The throat size refers to the distance between the 

blade and the frame of the saw. A larger throat size will 

allow you to cut thicker pieces of wood, which can be 

beneficial  for  making  larger  baskets  or  baskets  with 

thicker sides.

Another important factor to consider is the speed of the 

scroll saw. A faster saw will allow you to cut through 

wood more quickly, but it can also be more difficult to 

control. For beginners, a slower saw may be a better 

option.
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The  type  of  blade  you  use  will  also  affect  the 

performance of your scroll saw. For basketry, you will 

want to use a blade that is designed for cutting wood. 

There are a variety of different blade sizes and shapes 

available, so be sure to choose one that is appropriate 

for the type of wood you will be cutting.

Finally, consider the price of the scroll saw. Scroll saws 

can range in price from a few hundred dollars to over a 

thousand dollars. If you are just starting out, you may 

want to purchase a less expensive saw until you have 

gained more experience. However, if you plan on using 

your scroll saw frequently, it may be worth investing in 

a higher-quality saw that will last longer and provide 

better results.

By considering these factors, you can choose the right 

scroll saw for your basketry needs and start creating 

beautiful and functional baskets.
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Chapter  1:  Getting Started with  Scroll 

Saw Basketry

Selecting the appropriate blades

When selecting the appropriate blades for scroll  saw 

basketry, there are several key factors to consider. The 

type of wood you are using, the thickness of the wood, 

and  the  desired  cut  quality  will  all  influence  your 

choice of blade.

For scroll saw basketry, it is generally recommended to 

use skip-tooth blades. Skip-tooth blades have teeth that 

are  spaced  apart,  which  helps  to  prevent  the  blade 

from  clogging  and  overheating.  This  is  especially 

important when cutting thin or delicate woods.

The  thickness  of  the  wood  you  are  cutting  will  also 

determine  the  size  of  the  blade  you  need.  Thicker 

woods require larger blades, while thinner woods can 

be cut with smaller blades.
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Finally, the desired cut quality will also influence your 

choice of blade. If you are looking for a clean, precise 

cut,  you  will  need  to  use  a  finer-toothed  blade. 

However, if you are cutting thicker woods or making 

rough cuts, you can use a coarser-toothed blade.

Here are some general  guidelines for  selecting scroll 

saw blades for basketry:

 For thin woods (1/4 inch or less), use a blade with 

10-12 teeth per inch.

 For  medium-thickness  woods  (1/4  inch  to  1/2 

inch), use a blade with 8-10 teeth per inch.

 For thick woods (over 1/2 inch), use a blade with 

6-8 teeth per inch.

Once you have selected the appropriate blade, be sure 

to  install  it  correctly  on  your  scroll  saw.  The  blade 

should be tight,  but  not  so tight  that  it  cannot  move 

freely.  You  should  also  make  sure  that  the  blade  is 

aligned properly with the saw table.
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By  following  these  guidelines,  you  can  select  the 

appropriate  scroll  saw  blades  for  your  basketry 

projects and achieve the desired results.
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Chapter  1:  Getting Started with  Scroll 

Saw Basketry

Setting up your workspace

Setting up your workspace is essential for a successful 

and enjoyable scroll saw basketry experience. Here are 

some key considerations to ensure your workspace is 

optimized for productivity and safety:

1. Choose  a  well-lit  and  ventilated  area. Good 

lighting  will  help  you  see  your  work  clearly, 

while  proper  ventilation  will  remove  sawdust 

and  fumes,  creating  a  healthier  work 

environment.

2. Provide  adequate  space. You'll  need  enough 

space to comfortably move around and operate 

your scroll  saw without feeling cramped. Make 

sure  you  have  a  clear  area  around  your  saw, 

including enough space for your materials, tools, 

and any finished baskets.
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3. Set up a sturdy work surface. A stable and flat 

work  surface  is  crucial  for  precise  cutting. 

Consider using a dedicated workbench or table 

that is large enough to accommodate your scroll 

saw and other equipment.

4. Organize your tools and materials. Keep your 

tools  and  materials  within  easy  reach,  but 

organized  to  avoid  clutter  and  accidents.  Use 

shelves,  drawers,  or  pegboards  to  store  your 

items,  and  label  them  clearly  for  quick 

identification.

5. Ensure proper safety measures. Safety should 

always  be  a  top  priority  in  your  workspace. 

Wear  appropriate  safety  gear  such  as  safety 

glasses,  earplugs,  and  a  dust  mask  when 

operating your scroll saw. Keep your workspace 

clean and free of tripping hazards,  and always 

unplug your saw when not in use. 
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 This extract presents the opening 

three sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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