
Money Game

Introduction

College  football  is  a  beloved  American  pastime,  but 

beneath the surface of the spectacle lies a dark secret: 

the rampant corruption that has plagued the sport for 

decades. In this groundbreaking exposé, we delve into 

the sordid history of  pay-for-play in college athletics, 

focusing on the largest case of corruption in the history 

of collegiate athletics—the thirty-year practice of illegal 

payoffs  to  football  players  at  Southern  Methodist 

University in Texas.

This shocking scandal rocked the sports world and led 

to the NCAA's most severe sanctions ever imposed on a 

university. But the story of SMU is just one example of 

a  much  larger  problem  that  has  infected  college 

athletics. From the high-profile programs of the Power 

Five  conferences  to  the  smaller  schools  in  the  FCS, 
1



corruption has become deeply ingrained in the culture 

of college football.

The consequences of  this  corruption are far-reaching 

and  devastating.  Student-athletes  are  exploited  and 

treated  like  commodities,  their  education  and  well-

being often sacrificed on the altar of victory. Coaches 

and administrators  who prioritize  winning above all 

else  create  a  toxic  environment  that  can  lead  to 

academic  fraud,  substance abuse,  and even violence. 

And  the  fans,  who  love  the  game  and  support  their 

teams  with  unwavering  passion,  are  ultimately 

betrayed  by  the  corruption  that  undermines  the 

integrity of the sport they cherish.

It  is  time  to  expose  the  truth  about  corruption  in 

college football and demand change. This book is a call 

to action for the NCAA, universities, governments, and 

fans to come together and clean up the sport. We must 

demand  transparency,  accountability,  and  a 

commitment to the values of education and fair play.
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Only  then  can  we  restore  the  integrity  of  college 

football and ensure that it  remains a source of pride 

and joy for generations to come.
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Book Description

In  the  heart  of  the  college  football  world,  where 

passion  and  pride  run  deep,  lies  a  dark  secret  that 

threatens to corrupt the very foundation of the sport. 

This book unveils the shocking story of the largest case 

of corruption in the history of collegiate athletics—the 

thirty-year practice of illegal payoffs to football players 

at Southern Methodist University in Texas.

Delve into the twisted tale of greed, betrayal, and the 

relentless  pursuit  of  victory  at  any  cost.  Follow  the 

money  trail  as  it  winds  through  a  network  of  slush 

funds, bag men, and unscrupulous individuals willing 

to sacrifice the integrity of the game for personal gain.

Witness  the  devastating  impact  of  corruption  on the 

lives of  student-athletes,  coaches,  administrators,  and 

the loyal fans who believed in the purity of the sport. 

Uncover the systemic failures that allowed this scandal 

to  fester  for  decades,  and  explore  the  challenges  of 
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cleaning up a sport that has become deeply entangled 

with money and power.

But this book is more than just an exposé of corruption. 

It  is  a  call  to  action  for  the  NCAA,  universities, 

governments, and fans to come together and demand 

change. It is a call for transparency, accountability, and 

a renewed commitment to the values of education and 

fair play.

Only by confronting the dark side of  college football 

can we restore its integrity and ensure that it remains a 

source of pride and joy for generations to come. Join 

the  fight  to  clean up the  sport  and reclaim the  true 

spirit of college football.
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Chapter 1: Seeds of Corruption

1. The Allure of Victory

College football  is a multi-billion dollar industry, and 

the stakes are high. With millions of dollars in revenue 

on  the  line,  it's  no  wonder  that  some  people  are 

tempted to cheat in order to win.

The allure of victory is a powerful motivator. For some 

coaches, the desire to win at all costs can lead them to 

make  unethical  decisions.  They  may  pressure  their 

players  to  play  through  injuries,  overlook  academic 

misconduct, or even pay them under the table.

For players, the allure of victory can lead them to make 

bad  choices  as  well.  They  may  be  tempted  to  take 

performance-enhancing  drugs,  sell  their  jerseys,  or 

even shave points.

The allure of victory can also lead to corruption among 

administrators. They may turn a blind eye to cheating 
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in  order  to  protect  their  school's  reputation  or  their 

own jobs.

The consequences of corruption in college football are 

far-reaching. It can damage the reputation of the sport, 

discourage  young  people  from  participating  in 

athletics, and even lead to criminal charges.

It's important to remember that victory is not the only 

thing that matters in college football.  The goal of the 

game is to educate and develop young people, both on 

and off the field. When the allure of victory becomes 

too strong, it  can lead to a culture of corruption that 

undermines the integrity of the sport.
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Chapter 1: Seeds of Corruption

2.  The  History  of  Pay-for-Play  in  College 

Athletics

Before  the  SMU scandal  rocked  the  world  of  college 

football, there was a long and sordid history of pay-for-

play in the sport.

The practice of paying college athletes dates back to the 

early  days  of  the  sport,  when  wealthy  alumni  and 

boosters would give players money under the table to 

ensure their commitment to the team. In the early 20th 

century,  as  college  football  gained  popularity  and 

became a major revenue generator, the practice of pay-

for-play became more widespread.

In  the  1950s  and  1960s,  the  NCAA  made  several 

attempts  to  crack  down  on  pay-for-play,  but  these 

efforts  were  largely  unsuccessful.  The  NCAA's  rules 

against  paying  players  were  vague  and  difficult  to 

enforce, and many schools simply ignored them.
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As a  result,  pay-for-play  continued to  flourish  in  the 

1970s and 1980s. During this time, some of the biggest 

names in  college football,  including Heisman Trophy 

winners Earl Campbell and Bo Jackson, were accused 

of receiving illegal payments.

The  SMU  scandal  was  just  one  example  of  the 

widespread  corruption  that  was  plaguing  college 

football  in  the  1980s.  The  scandal  led  to  the  NCAA's 

most  severe  sanctions  ever  imposed on a  university, 

but it did little to stop the practice of pay-for-play.

Today,  pay-for-play  remains  a  problem  in  college 

football.  Although the NCAA has taken steps to crack 

down on the practice, it is still difficult to enforce the 

rules. As long as there is big money involved in college 

football, there will always be those who are willing to 

break the rules to gain an advantage.
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Chapter 1: Seeds of Corruption

3. The Players' Perspective

In the heart of the money game, the players are often 

treated as mere pawns, their well-being and education 

sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  victory.  Recruited  with 

promises of fame, fortune, and a chance to play on the 

biggest stage, they are thrust into a system that values 

their athleticism above all else.

For  many  players,  the  pressure  to  succeed  is 

overwhelming. They are expected to perform at a high 

level,  both  on  and  off  the  field,  while  balancing  the 

demands  of  their  academic  studies.  The  relentless 

pursuit  of  victory  can  lead  to  burnout,  injuries,  and 

mental health issues.

The exploitation of student-athletes is a major problem 

in college football. They are often denied basic workers' 

rights,  such  as  the  right  to  unionize  or  receive  fair 

compensation for their labor. They are also at risk of 
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being  mistreated  or  abused  by  coaches  and 

administrators who prioritize winning above all else.

The  players'  perspective  is  often  overlooked  in 

discussions about corruption in college football.  They 

are  the  ones  who  are  most  directly  affected  by  the 

greed and misconduct of those in power. Their stories 

need  to  be  heard  and  their  experiences  need  to  be 

taken into account when we talk about reforming the 

sport.

The players are the heart and soul of college football. 

They are  the ones  who make the game exciting and 

unpredictable. They deserve to be treated with respect 

and dignity, and they deserve a system that puts their 

well-being and education first.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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