
The  Piano  Treasury:  Discovering  the 

Classics

Introduction

The piano, with its elegant form and enchanting sound, 

has captivated music lovers for centuries. Its ability to 

produce  a  wide  range  of  tones  and  expressions  has 

made it  a  versatile  instrument,  capable of  conveying 

the  most  delicate  emotions  to  the  most  thunderous 

crescendos.  In  "The  Piano  Treasury:  Discovering  the 

Classics",  we  embark  on  a  comprehensive  journey 

through the world of  piano music,  exploring its  rich 

history,  diverse  genres,  and  iconic  pieces  that  have 

shaped the musical landscape.

From  its  humble  origins  to  its  current  status  as  a 

beloved  instrument  in  homes,  concert  halls,  and 

recording  studios,  the  piano  has  undergone  a 
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remarkable  evolution.  In  this  book,  we  trace  the 

development  of  the  piano  from  its  early  precursors, 

such as the clavichord and harpsichord, to the modern 

grand  piano.  We  also  delve  into  the  lives  and 

contributions  of  the  great  piano  composers,  whose 

works  have  left  an  indelible  mark  on  the  world  of 

music.

Beyond  its  captivating  history,  we  explore  the 

fundamentals  of  piano  playing,  providing  a  solid 

foundation for  aspiring pianists.  We delve into  basic 

techniques,  reading  music  notation,  common chords, 

and practice  tips,  empowering  readers  to  unlock the 

potential  of  this  magnificent  instrument.  For  those 

seeking  to  delve  deeper,  we  venture  into  the  art  of 

piano  interpretation,  guiding  readers  through  the 

nuances  of  musical  form,  structure,  and  personal 

expression. We also provide insights into the world of 

piano performance, offering strategies for overcoming 

performance  anxiety,  engaging  with  audiences,  and 

creating a truly memorable musical experience.
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Furthermore, we dedicate a chapter to the proper care 

and  maintenance  of  the  piano,  ensuring  that  this 

cherished instrument remains in pristine condition for 

years to come. We provide practical advice on regular 

tuning,  cleaning,  and  troubleshooting  common 

problems,  helping  readers  preserve  the  beauty  and 

longevity of their pianos.

Finally,  we  peer  into  the  future  of  piano  music, 

examining  the  role  of  technology  in  shaping  its 

evolution. We explore the impact of digital pianos, the 

rise  of  online  music  education,  and  the  increasing 

accessibility of piano music to a global audience.  We 

also contemplate the enduring appeal of the piano, its 

ability to connect people from all walks of life and to 

inspire and uplift generations to come.

In "The Piano Treasury: Discovering the Classics",  we 

celebrate the timeless allure of piano music, providing 

a  comprehensive  and  engaging  exploration  of  its 

history, genres, techniques, and iconic pieces. Whether 
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you are  a  seasoned pianist,  an aspiring musician,  or 

simply  a  lover  of  beautiful  music,  this  book  is  an 

invaluable resource that will deepen your appreciation 

for this extraordinary instrument.
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Book Description

"The  Piano  Treasury:  Discovering  the  Classics"  is  a 

comprehensive and engaging exploration of the world 

of  piano music,  offering a  deep dive into  its  history, 

genres, techniques, and iconic pieces. This book is an 

invaluable  resource  for  seasoned  pianists,  aspiring 

musicians, and music enthusiasts alike.

Journey through the captivating history of the piano, 

from  its  humble  origins  to  its  current  status  as  a 

beloved  instrument  in  homes,  concert  halls,  and 

recording  studios.  Discover  the  stories  of  the  great 

piano composers,  whose works have left an indelible 

mark on the musical landscape.

Delve into the fundamentals of piano playing, including 

basic  techniques,  reading  music  notation,  common 

chords, and practice tips. Unlock the potential of this 

magnificent  instrument  and  embark  on  a  musical 

journey of self-expression and creativity.
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Explore  the  diverse  genres  of  piano  music,  from 

classical to jazz,  blues to ragtime, and contemporary. 

Discover  the  unique  characteristics  and  styles  that 

define each genre, and appreciate the vast repertoire of 

piano music that spans centuries and cultures.

Uncover the secrets of piano interpretation and learn 

how  to  capture  the  composer's  intent  while  adding 

your own personal touch. Gain insights into the art of 

performance,  including  strategies  for  overcoming 

performance  anxiety,  engaging  with  audiences,  and 

creating a truly memorable musical experience.

Learn the proper care and maintenance of your piano 

to ensure its longevity and pristine condition. Discover 

practical  advice  on  regular  tuning,  cleaning,  and 

troubleshooting common problems, ensuring that your 

cherished  instrument  remains  a  source  of  joy  and 

inspiration for years to come.

Peer  into  the  future  of  piano music  and witness  the 

impact of technology in shaping its evolution. Explore 
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the  role  of  digital  pianos,  the  rise  of  online  music 

education,  and  the  increasing  accessibility  of  piano 

music to a global audience. Contemplate the enduring 

appeal  of  the piano and its  ability to connect  people 

from  all  walks  of  life,  inspiring  and  uplifting 

generations to come.

With  its  comprehensive  coverage,  engaging  writing 

style, and wealth of information, "The Piano Treasury: 

Discovering the Classics" is the ultimate guide to piano 

music. Whether you are a seasoned pianist, an aspiring 

musician,  or  simply  a  lover  of  beautiful  music,  this 

book  will  deepen  your  appreciation  for  this 

extraordinary  instrument  and  enrich  your  musical 

journey.
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Chapter 1: The History of Piano Music

The Origins of Piano Music

The  piano,  with  its  captivating  melodies  and 

enchanting  harmonies,  has  enthralled  audiences  for 

centuries. Its journey began in the early 17th century, 

where  its  predecessors,  the  clavichord  and 

harpsichord, laid the foundation for its  development. 

These instruments, while possessing their own unique 

characteristics,  lacked the expressive capabilities and 

dynamic range that would later define the piano.

The clavichord, with its soft and intimate sound, was 

favored  for  its  expressive  capabilities,  allowing 

musicians  to  subtly  vary  the  volume  of  each  note 

through  a  technique  called  "Bebung"  (German  for 

"trembling"). This expressive quality made it a popular 

choice for private practice and composition. However, 

its limited volume and inability to sustain notes made it 

unsuitable for larger performances.

8



The  harpsichord,  on  the  other  hand,  possessed  a 

brighter  and  more  robust  sound,  making  it  better 

suited  for  larger  ensembles  and  public  concerts.  Its 

mechanism,  which  employed  a  plucking  action  to 

produce sound, allowed for greater volume and clarity. 

However, its sound was often described as mechanical 

and lacked the dynamic range and expressiveness of 

the clavichord.

As  the  desire  for  an  instrument  that  combined  the 

expressive  capabilities  of  the  clavichord  with  the 

volume and clarity of the harpsichord grew, inventors 

and musicians began experimenting with new designs 

and  mechanisms.  This  led  to  the  birth  of  the  piano, 

which incorporated elements from both instruments to 

create a truly versatile and expressive instrument.

The earliest known pianos were invented in the early 

1700s  by  Italian  instrument  makers  Bartolomeo 

Cristofori  and  Giovanni  Ferrini,  who  independently 

developed  instruments  with  a  hammer  action 
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mechanism. This mechanism allowed for a wider range 

of dynamics, enabling pianists to produce both soft and 

loud sounds with varying degrees of force.

These early pianos, known as "pianofortes" due to their 

ability  to  play  both  softly  (piano)  and  loudly  (forte), 

quickly  gained  popularity  among  musicians  and 

composers. They offered a level of expressiveness and 

versatility  that  had  never  been  seen  before,  and 

composers began to explore the new possibilities that 

this instrument presented.

The piano quickly became a staple of classical music, 

with composers such as Mozart, Beethoven, and Chopin 

writing numerous masterpieces for the instrument. Its 

popularity continued to grow throughout the 19th and 

20th centuries, becoming an integral part of jazz, blues, 

and rock music. Today, the piano remains one of the 

most beloved and versatile instruments in the world, 

captivating  audiences  with  its  timeless  melodies  and 

enchanting harmonies.
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Chapter 1: The History of Piano Music

The Development of the Piano

The piano, with its elegant form and enchanting sound, 

is a product of centuries of innovation and refinement. 

Its  journey  from a  humble  precursor  to  the  modern 

marvel  we  know  today  is  a  testament  to  human 

ingenuity and the enduring power of music.

The  earliest  known  stringed  keyboard  instruments, 

such as the clavichord and harpsichord, emerged in the 

14th and 15th centuries.  These instruments produced 

sound by plucking strings with quills or leather plectra. 

While  they  offered a  limited  range  of  dynamics  and 

expressiveness,  they  laid  the  foundation  for  the 

development of the piano.

The  invention  of  the  piano  is  often  attributed  to 

Bartolomeo  Cristofori,  an  Italian  instrument  maker 

from Padua. In the early 18th century, Cristofori sought 

to  create  an  instrument  that  could  produce  a  wider 
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range of dynamics, from soft to loud. He experimented 

with  various  mechanisms  until  he  arrived  at  the 

hammer action, which allowed the player to control the 

volume and tone of the sound by varying the force with 

which the hammers struck the strings.

Cristofori's invention was initially met with skepticism, 

but  it  gradually  gained  popularity  among  musicians 

and composers. By the mid-18th century, the piano had 

become a staple of aristocratic salons and concert halls 

across  Europe.  Composers  such  as  Johann  Sebastian 

Bach,  Wolfgang  Amadeus  Mozart,  and  Ludwig  van 

Beethoven embraced the piano's capabilities and wrote 

numerous works specifically for the instrument.

The 19th century witnessed further advancements in 

piano design and construction. The use of metal frames 

and strings allowed for greater  tension and stability, 

resulting in a more powerful and resonant sound. The 

addition of pedals, such as the damper pedal and the 
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sostenuto pedal, expanded the expressive possibilities 

of the instrument.

The 20th century brought about the development of the 

electronic  piano,  which offered a  more  portable  and 

affordable alternative to the traditional acoustic piano. 

Electronic pianos also introduced a wide range of new 

sounds  and  effects,  further  expanding  the  creative 

possibilities for musicians.

Today, the piano remains one of the most popular and 

versatile instruments in the world. It is used in a wide 

variety of musical genres, from classical to jazz to rock 

and pop. Its rich history and enduring appeal make it a 

true treasure of the musical world.
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Chapter 1: The History of Piano Music

Major Eras in Piano Music

The  history  of  piano  music  is  a  rich  and  diverse 

tapestry, spanning centuries and encompassing a wide 

range of styles and influences. In this section, we will 

explore  the  major  eras  in  piano  music,  tracing  the 

evolution of the instrument and its repertoire from its 

earliest origins to the present day.

1. The Baroque Era (1600-1750)

The Baroque era witnessed the rise of the harpsichord 

and  the  early  piano,  which  gradually  replaced  the 

clavichord  as  the  preferred  keyboard  instrument. 

Composers of this era, such as Johann Sebastian Bach, 

George  Frideric  Handel,  and  Domenico  Scarlatti, 

explored  the  possibilities  of  these  new  instruments, 

creating  works  that  showcased  their  technical 

virtuosity and expressive range.

2. The Classical Era (1750-1830)
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The Classical era brought about a shift towards clarity, 

balance,  and  elegance  in  music.  Composers  such  as 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Joseph Haydn, and Ludwig 

van  Beethoven  transformed  the  piano  into  a  solo 

instrument  capable  of  expressing  a  wide  range  of 

emotions and ideas. Sonatas, concertos, and variations 

became  popular  forms  during  this  period,  and  the 

piano became a staple of chamber music ensembles.

3. The Romantic Era (1830-1900)

The Romantic era witnessed a dramatic expansion of 

the piano's expressive capabilities. Composers such as 

Frédéric  Chopin,  Franz  Liszt,  and  Robert  Schumann 

pushed  the  boundaries  of  pianistic  technique  and 

explored  new  harmonic  and  melodic  possibilities. 

Virtuosity  and emotional  intensity  became hallmarks 

of Romantic piano music, as composers sought to evoke 

powerful responses from their audiences.

4. The Impressionist Era (Late 19th Century - Early 

20th Century)
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The Impressionist  movement in music,  influenced by 

the visual  arts and poetry,  sought to capture fleeting 

moments and sensory experiences. Composers such as 

Claude Debussy, Maurice Ravel, and Erik Satie used the 

piano  to  create  evocative  soundscapes,  employing 

innovative harmonies, textures, and pedal techniques.

5. The Modern Era (Early 20th Century - Present)

The  20th  century  witnessed  a  wide  range  of  new 

directions in piano music, from the experimentalism of 

Arnold Schoenberg and Karlheinz Stockhausen to the 

neoclassicism of Igor Stravinsky and Sergei Prokofiev. 

Jazz and popular music also had a significant impact on 

piano music, leading to the development of new genres 

such as ragtime, blues, and stride piano.

Throughout  these  eras,  the  piano  has  continued  to 

evolve  as  an  instrument,  with  technological 

advancements  and  new  compositional  techniques 

expanding its expressive possibilities. Today, the piano 

remains  one  of  the  most  versatile  and  beloved 
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instruments in the world, capable of producing a vast 

array of sounds and emotions.

17



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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