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Introduction

The rise of war contractors has been one of the most 

significant developments in the way wars are fought in 

recent  decades.  These  private  companies  provide  a 

wide range of services to governments and militaries, 

from  logistics  and  security  to  training  and  combat 

operations.

The use of war contractors has been controversial, with 

critics arguing that it leads to a lack of accountability 

and  oversight,  and  that  it  can  lead  to  human  rights 

abuses  and  environmental  damage.  However, 

proponents  of  war  contracting  argue  that  it  allows 

governments  to  access  essential  services  without 
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having  to  maintain  a  large  and  expensive  military 

force,  and that it  can help to promote efficiency and 

innovation.

In this book, we will take a comprehensive look at the 

war contracting industry, examining its origins, its role 

in the Middle East, and its impact on the human cost of 

war. We will also explore the challenges of regulating 

war contractors and the future of the industry in the 

21st century.

Drawing  on  extensive  research  and  interviews  with 

experts in the field, this book provides a unique and 

insightful perspective on the war contracting industry. 

It  is  essential  reading  for  anyone  who  wants  to 

understand the changing nature of warfare in the 21st 

century.

War contractors  have become a  major  player  in  the 

global security landscape, and their role is only likely 

to  grow  in  the  years  to  come.  This  book  provides  a 
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much-needed  examination  of  this  important  and 

controversial industry.
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Book Description

War  contractors  have  become  a  major  force  in  the 

global security landscape. From Iraq to Afghanistan to 

Syria, these private companies provide a wide range of 

services to governments and militaries, from logistics 

and security to training and combat operations.

The  rise  of  war  contractors  has  been  controversial, 

with  critics  arguing  that  it  leads  to  a  lack  of 

accountability  and  oversight,  and  that  it  can  lead  to 

human  rights  abuses  and  environmental  damage. 

However, proponents of war contracting argue that it 

allows governments to access essential services without 

having  to  maintain  a  large  and  expensive  military 

force,  and that it  can help to promote efficiency and 

innovation.

In  "The  War  Business:  A  Look  at  the  American 

Contractors  in  the  Middle  East,"  Pasquale  De  Marco 

takes  a  comprehensive  look  at  the  war  contracting 
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industry, examining its origins,  its role in the Middle 

East, and its impact on the human cost of war. Drawing 

on extensive research and interviews with experts in 

the  field,  this  book provides  a  unique and insightful 

perspective  on  this  important  and  controversial 

industry.

"The War Business" is essential reading for anyone who 

wants to understand the changing nature of warfare in 

the 21st century. It is a timely and important book that 

sheds  light  on  a  shadowy  and  often  misunderstood 

industry.

Pasquale  De  Marco  is  a  leading  expert  on  the  war 

contracting industry. He has written extensively on the 

topic and has advised governments and international 

organizations  on  how  to  regulate  and  oversee  war 

contractors.

"The  War  Business"  is  a  must-read  for  anyone 

interested  in  the  future  of  warfare.  It  is  a 
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groundbreaking  book  that  will  change  the  way  we 

think about war and peace.
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Chapter  1:  The  Origins  of  War 

Contractors

The Rise of Private Military Firms

Private  military  firms (PMFs),  also  known as  private 

security  companies  (PSCs)  or  military  and  security 

companies  (MSCs),  have  become  increasingly 

prominent  in the global  security  landscape in recent 

decades.  These  companies  provide  a  wide  range  of 

services to governments, militaries, and other clients, 

including  military  training,  logistics,  security,  and 

combat operations.

The  rise  of  PMFs  can  be  attributed  to  a  number  of 

factors,  including  the  increasing  privatization  of 

military  functions,  the  growth  of  the  global  security 

market, and the changing nature of warfare.

The privatization of military functions has been driven 

by  a  number  of  factors,  including  the  desire  of 

governments to reduce costs, the need for specialized 
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skills and expertise,  and the political unpopularity of 

military interventions. As a result,  governments have 

increasingly  turned to  PMFs to  provide  services  that 

were once the exclusive domain of the military.

The  growth  of  the  global  security  market  has  also 

contributed  to  the  rise  of  PMFs.  The  demand  for 

security services has increased in recent years due to a 

number of factors, including the rise of terrorism, the 

proliferation  of  weapons,  and  the  increasing 

complexity  of  the global  security  environment.  PMFs 

have been able to capitalize on this demand by offering 

a wide range of services that are tailored to the specific 

needs of their clients.

The changing nature of warfare has also played a role 

in  the  rise  of  PMFs.  In  recent  years,  warfare  has 

become  more  decentralized  and  irregular,  with  a 

greater  emphasis  on  counterinsurgency  and 

peacekeeping operations. This has led to a demand for 
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more flexible and agile forces,  which PMFs are often 

able to provide.

The rise of PMFs has had a significant impact on the 

way wars are fought. PMFs have been used in a variety 

of  conflicts  around  the  world,  including  Iraq, 

Afghanistan,  and  Syria.  Their  use  has  been 

controversial, with critics arguing that it leads to a lack 

of accountability and oversight, and that it can lead to 

human  rights  abuses  and  environmental  damage. 

However, proponents of PMFs argue that they provide 

essential services that governments cannot or will not 

provide, and that they can help to promote efficiency 

and innovation.

The debate over the use of PMFs is likely to continue in 

the  years  to  come.  As  the  global  security  landscape 

continues  to  evolve,  PMFs  are  likely  to  play  an 

increasingly important role in the way wars are fought.
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Chapter  1:  The  Origins  of  War 

Contractors

The Evolution of the War Economy

The evolution of the war economy has been driven by a 

number  of  factors,  including  the  changing  nature  of 

warfare,  the rise  of  globalization,  and the increasing 

role of private military contractors.

In  the  past,  wars  were  fought  primarily  by  nation-

states  with  standing  armies.  However,  in  recent 

decades,  there  has  been  a  shift  towards  the  use  of 

private  military  contractors  (PMCs).  This  has  been 

driven by a number of factors, including the rising cost 

of  maintaining  a  large  military  force,  the  need  for 

specialized skills and expertise, and the desire to avoid 

political and legal complications.

PMCs provide a wide range of services to governments 

and militaries,  from logistics and security to training 

and  combat  operations.  This  has  led  to  a  significant 
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increase in the size and scope of the war economy. In 

2020,  the  global  war  economy  was  estimated  to  be 

worth over $2 trillion.

The rise of PMCs has also had a significant impact on 

the nature of warfare. In the past, wars were typically 

fought  between two or  more  nation-states.  However, 

today,  wars  are  often  fought  between a  government 

and  a  non-state  actor,  such  as  a  rebel  group  or  a 

terrorist organization. This has led to a more complex 

and fluid war environment, in which PMCs often play a 

key role.

The increasing role of PMCs in the war economy has 

also  raised  a  number  of  concerns.  Critics  argue  that 

PMCs are not subject to the same level of accountability 

as government forces,  and that their use can lead to 

human rights abuses and environmental damage. They 

also argue that PMCs can undermine the sovereignty of 

nation-states  and  make  it  more  difficult  to  achieve 

peace.
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Despite  these  concerns,  the  use  of  PMCs  is  likely  to 

continue to grow in the years to come. The changing 

nature  of  warfare,  the  rise  of  globalization,  and  the 

increasing demand for specialized skills and expertise 

all point to a future in which PMCs will play an even 

greater role in the war economy.
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Chapter  1:  The  Origins  of  War 

Contractors

The Shifting Role of the U.S. Military

The end of the Cold War marked a watershed moment 

in the history of  the United States military.  With the 

collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union,  the  U.S.  found  itself 

without  a  clear  and  present  enemy.  This  led  to  a 

significant downsizing of the military, as well as a shift 

in  its  focus  from large-scale  conventional  warfare  to 

smaller-scale contingency operations.

This shift in focus was reflected in the increasing use of 

war  contractors.  Private  companies  were  hired  to 

provide  a  wide  range  of  services,  from logistics  and 

security  to  training  and  combat  operations.  This 

allowed the U.S.  military to maintain a smaller force 

while  still  being  able  to  project  power  around  the 

world.
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The use of war contractors was not without its critics. 

Some argued that it led to a lack of accountability and 

oversight, and that it could lead to human rights abuses 

and environmental  damage.  However,  proponents  of 

war contracting argued that it allowed the government 

to access essential services without having to maintain 

a large and expensive military force, and that it could 

help to promote efficiency and innovation.

The debate over the use of war contractors continues 

today.  However,  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  have 

played  a  significant  role  in  the  U.S.  military's 

operations  in  recent  decades.  As  the  U.S.  military 

continues to face new challenges,  it  is  likely that the 

use of war contractors will continue to grow.

The shifting role of the U.S. military has had a profound 

impact  on  the  war  contracting  industry.  In  the  past, 

war  contractors  were  primarily  used  to  provide 

logistical support to the military. However, today, they 

are  increasingly  being  used  to  perform  combat 
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operations.  This  has  led  to  a  number  of  challenges, 

including concerns about accountability, oversight, and 

human rights.

In  addition,  the  use  of  war  contractors  has  raised 

questions about the future of  the U.S.  military.  Some 

experts  believe  that  the  increasing  reliance  on  war 

contractors  is  eroding  the  military's  capabilities  and 

undermining  its  ability  to  respond  to  future  threats. 

Others argue that war contractors are a necessary part 

of the modern military and that they can help the U.S. 

military to be more efficient and effective.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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