
The False Promise

Introduction

The so-called war on drugs has been a colossal failure. 

Despite  decades  of  aggressive  law  enforcement, 

increased  spending,  and  severe  penalties,  the 

availability and use of illicit drugs have not decreased. 

In  fact,  the  opposite  has  occurred.  Drugs  are  more 

potent, cheaper, and easier to obtain than ever before.

The  consequences  of  this  failed  policy  have  been 

devastating. Millions of lives have been ruined by drug 

addiction, and countless families have been torn apart. 

The drug war has also led to the mass incarceration of 

nonviolent drug offenders, particularly people of color. 

Additionally,  the  drug  war  has  fueled  violence, 

corruption, and instability in communities around the 

world.
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It is time for a new approach. The war on drugs has 

been a costly and counterproductive exercise in futility. 

We need to end the failed policies of the past and adopt 

a more humane and evidence-based approach to drug 

policy.

This  book  argues  that  the  war  on  drugs  has  been  a 

colossal  failure.  It  examines  the  history  of  drug 

prohibition, the consequences of this failed policy, and 

the  need  for  a  new  approach.  The  book  draws  on 

research  and  expert  analysis  to  provide  a 

comprehensive  overview  of  the  drug  war  and  its 

devastating impact on society.

The book concludes with a call for a new approach to 

drug  policy,  one  that  is  based  on  harm  reduction, 

public health, and social justice. It argues that we need 

to move away from the failed policies of the past and 

adopt a more humane and compassionate approach to 

drug use.
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Book Description

The war on drugs has been a colossal failure. Despite 

decades  of  aggressive  law  enforcement,  increased 

spending, and severe penalties, the availability and use 

of illicit drugs have not decreased. In fact, the opposite 

has  occurred.  Drugs  are  more  potent,  cheaper,  and 

easier to obtain than ever before.

The  consequences  of  this  failed  policy  have  been 

devastating. Millions of lives have been ruined by drug 

addiction, and countless families have been torn apart. 

The drug war has also led to the mass incarceration of 

nonviolent drug offenders, particularly people of color. 

Additionally,  the  drug  war  has  fueled  violence, 

corruption, and instability in communities around the 

world.

This  book  argues  that  the  war  on  drugs  has  been  a 

colossal  failure.  It  examines  the  history  of  drug 

prohibition, the consequences of this failed policy, and 
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the  need  for  a  new  approach.  The  book  draws  on 

research  and  expert  analysis  to  provide  a 

comprehensive  overview  of  the  drug  war  and  its 

devastating impact on society.

The book concludes with a call for a new approach to 

drug  policy,  one  that  is  based  on  harm  reduction, 

public health, and social justice. It argues that we need 

to move away from the failed policies of the past and 

adopt a more humane and compassionate approach to 

drug use.

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to 

understand the devastating impact of the war on drugs 

and the need for a new approach to drug policy. It is a 

powerful indictment of the failed policies of the past 

and a call for a more just and humane future.
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Chapter 1: Deceitful Mirage

1. The Alluring Illusion of Control

For centuries, humans have sought to control and alter 

their  consciousness  through  the  use  of  psychoactive 

substances. From ancient rituals to modern medicine, 

drugs have been used to heal, to harm, and to escape.

In the early 20th century, a new era of drug prohibition 

began, driven by a combination of moral panic, racism, 

and  political  opportunism.  The  United  States  led  the 

charge,  criminalizing  a  wide  range  of  substances, 

including alcohol, opium, cocaine, and cannabis.

The  war  on  drugs  was  based  on  the  belief  that 

prohibition would reduce drug use and its associated 

harms.  However,  this  belief  has  proven  to  be  a 

dangerous illusion. Despite decades of aggressive law 

enforcement, increased spending, and severe penalties, 

the  availability  and  use  of  illicit  drugs  have  not 

decreased. In fact, the opposite has occurred. Drugs are 
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more potent, cheaper, and easier to obtain than ever 

before.

The failure of drug prohibition is due to a number of 

factors.  First,  prohibition  creates  a  black  market  for 

drugs,  which is  controlled by criminal  organizations. 

These organizations are often violent and corrupt, and 

they profit from the high prices that drugs command 

on the black market.

Second,  prohibition  drives  drug  use  underground, 

making it more difficult for people who use drugs to get 

the help they need. This can lead to overdose deaths 

and other serious health problems.

Third,  prohibition  disproportionately  harms 

marginalized communities. People of color, people who 

live in poverty, and people who have mental illness are 

more likely to be arrested and incarcerated for drug 

offenses,  even though they are no more likely to use 

drugs than other people.
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The war on drugs has been a colossal failure. It has not 

reduced drug use or its associated harms. It has created 

a  black  market  for  drugs,  driven  drug  use 

underground,  and  disproportionately  harmed 

marginalized  communities.  It  is  time  for  a  new 

approach  to  drug  policy,  one  that  is  based  on  harm 

reduction, public health, and social justice.
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Chapter 1: Deceitful Mirage

2. Historical Failures of Drug Prohibition

Throughout history, governments across the globe have 

attempted  to  control  or  eradicate  drug  use  through 

prohibition.  However,  these  efforts  have  consistently 

failed to achieve their intended goals and have often 

resulted  in  unintended  consequences,  including 

increased  drug  use,  criminalization  of  marginalized 

communities, and the rise of illicit drug markets.

The United States' Failed War on Drugs

The United States' war on drugs is a prime example of 

the failure of prohibition. Launched in the 1970s, this 

aggressive  campaign  aimed  to  reduce  drug  use  and 

trafficking through increased law enforcement,  harsh 

penalties,  and  international  cooperation.  However, 

despite decades of effort and billions of dollars spent, 

the war on drugs has failed to curb drug use or supply. 

In fact, it has arguably made the problem worse.
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The war on drugs has led to the mass incarceration of 

nonviolent drug offenders, particularly people of color. 

Over 2 million people are currently behind bars in the 

United States, and a large proportion of them are there 

for  drug  offenses.  This  mass  incarceration  has  had 

devastating consequences for individuals, families, and 

communities, leading to joblessness, poverty, and social 

stigma.

The war on drugs has also fueled the growth of illicit 

drug  markets.  By  criminalizing  drug  use  and 

possession,  the  government  has  created  a  lucrative 

black market  for drugs.  This  market  is  controlled by 

criminal organizations that profit from the high prices 

that drug users are willing to pay to avoid arrest and 

prosecution.

The war on drugs has also failed to reduce drug use. In 

fact, some studies have shown that it may have actually 

increased drug use by making drugs more expensive 

and difficult to obtain. This is because the high prices of 
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illicit drugs encourage people to use more potent drugs 

to get the same effect, which can lead to addiction and 

overdose.

The International Failure of Drug Prohibition

The United States is not the only country to have failed 

in its efforts to prohibit drugs. Other countries around 

the  world  have  also  implemented  prohibitionist 

policies, with similar results. In many countries, drug 

prohibition  has  led  to  increased  drug  use, 

criminalization of marginalized communities, and the 

rise of illicit drug markets.

For example, in Mexico, the government's crackdown 

on  drug  cartels  has  led  to  a  surge  in  violence  and 

instability. In Afghanistan, the war on drugs has fueled 

corruption  and  contributed  to  the  country's  ongoing 

conflict. And in Southeast Asia, drug prohibition has led 

to  the  displacement  of  indigenous  peoples  and  the 

destruction of forests.
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The Need for a New Approach

The historical failures of drug prohibition provide clear 

evidence that this approach is not working. It is time 

for a new approach to drug policy, one that is based on 

harm reduction, public health, and social justice. This 

new  approach  should  focus  on  reducing  the  harms 

associated  with  drug  use,  rather  than  criminalizing 

drug users.  It  should also address  the root  causes of 

drug use, such as poverty and inequality.
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Chapter 1: Deceitful Mirage

3. The Illusion of a Drug-Free Society

A drug-free society is a pipe dream, a mirage that has 

lured policymakers and the public  alike for  decades. 

The pursuit of this elusive goal has led to the failed war 

on  drugs,  with  its  disastrous  consequences  for 

individuals, communities, and society as a whole.

The  idea  of  a  drug-free  society  is  based  on  the 

assumption  that  drug  use  is  inherently  harmful  and 

must  be  eradicated  at  all  costs.  This  assumption  is 

simply not supported by the evidence. While some drug 

use can indeed lead to negative consequences, the vast 

majority  of  drug  users  do  not  experience  serious 

problems. In fact, many people use drugs responsibly 

and without causing harm to themselves or others.

The pursuit of a drug-free society has led to a number 

of unintended consequences, including:
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 The  mass  incarceration  of  nonviolent  drug 

offenders, particularly people of color.

 The rise of a powerful and violent black market 

for drugs.

 The  spread  of  HIV/AIDS  and  other  infectious 

diseases through unsafe injection practices.

 The  diversion  of  resources  away  from  public 

health and social welfare programs.

The  war  on  drugs  has  been  a  costly  and 

counterproductive exercise in futility.  It  has failed to 

reduce  drug  use  or  drug-related  harms,  and  it  has 

caused immense suffering. It is time to end this failed 

policy and adopt a more humane and evidence-based 

approach to drug policy.

A more realistic and effective approach to drug policy 

would  focus  on  reducing  the  harms  associated  with 

drug  use,  rather  than  trying  to  eliminate  drug  use 

altogether. This would include measures such as:
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 Decriminalizing  or  legalizing  drug  possession 

and use.

 Regulating the production and sale of drugs.

 Expanding access  to  drug treatment  and harm 

reduction services.

 Addressing the root causes of drug use, such as 

poverty, inequality, and trauma.

By  shifting  our  focus  from  punishment  to  harm 

reduction, we can create a society where people who 

use drugs can live healthier and more productive lives.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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