
The Art of Concealment

Introduction

In  a  world  where  uncertainty  lurks  around  every 

corner, personal safety and preparedness have become 

paramount.  The  concealed  carry  lifestyle  has  gained 

immense popularity among individuals seeking to take 

control  of  their  security  in  a  proactive  manner. 

However,  navigating  the  complexities  of  concealed 

carry requires a comprehensive understanding of the 

art of concealment, legal implications, tactical shooting 

techniques, and personal safety strategies.

The  Art  of  Concealment  is  the  ultimate  guide  for 

anyone seeking to master the art of concealed carry. 

Written by Pasquale De Marco, a renowned expert in 

firearms training and self-defense, this book provides a 

comprehensive  roadmap  for  individuals  looking  to 

carry a concealed handgun safely and responsibly.
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With over 20 years of experience in law enforcement 

and  firearms  instruction,  Pasquale  De  Marco  draws 

upon his extensive knowledge and expertise to deliver 

a practical and informative guide that addresses every 

aspect  of  concealed  carry.  From  selecting  the  right 

firearm  and  holster  to  mastering  tactical  shooting 

techniques and understanding legal implications,  this 

book leaves no stone unturned.

Whether you're a seasoned concealed carrier looking to 

enhance your skills or a newcomer seeking to embark 

on  this  journey,  The  Art  of  Concealment  is  an 

indispensable  resource.  Its  clear  and  concise  writing 

style  makes  complex  concepts  easy  to  understand, 

while its comprehensive coverage ensures that readers 

are equipped with the knowledge and skills necessary 

to carry a concealed handgun with confidence.

As you delve into the pages of this book, you'll discover 

a wealth of valuable insights and practical advice that 

will empower you to protect yourself and your loved 
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ones  in  any  situation.  From  active  shooter 

preparedness to home security and defense strategies, 

The Art of Concealment provides a holistic approach to 

personal safety that goes beyond concealed carry.

With its engaging narrative and real-world examples, 

The Art of Concealment is not just an informative guide 

but  also  a  compelling  read  that  will  keep  you 

captivated  from  cover  to  cover.  It's  a  must-have 

resource for anyone seeking to navigate the concealed 

carry lifestyle safely and effectively.
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Book Description

The  Art  of  Concealment  is  the  definitive  guide  to 

concealed carry, providing a comprehensive roadmap 

for individuals seeking to carry a concealed handgun 

safely and responsibly. Written by Pasquale De Marco, 

a  renowned  expert  in  firearms  training  and  self-

defense,  this  book  covers  every  aspect  of  concealed 

carry, from selecting the right firearm and holster to 

mastering  tactical  shooting  techniques  and 

understanding legal implications.

With over 20 years of experience in law enforcement 

and  firearms  instruction,  Pasquale  De  Marco  draws 

upon his extensive knowledge and expertise to deliver 

a practical and informative guide that addresses every 

aspect of concealed carry. Whether you're a seasoned 

concealed carrier looking to enhance your skills or a 

newcomer seeking to embark on this journey, The Art 

of Concealment is an indispensable resource.
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This book goes beyond the basics of concealed carry, 

delving  into  advanced  techniques  and  strategies  for 

personal  safety  and  self-defense.  Readers  will  learn 

how  to  assess  and  mitigate  risk,  develop  a  personal 

safety  plan,  and  respond  effectively  to  a  variety  of 

threats.  The Art of Concealment also covers the legal 

and ethical considerations of concealed carry, ensuring 

that  readers  are  fully  informed  of  their  rights  and 

responsibilities.

With  its  clear  and  concise  writing  style  and 

comprehensive coverage, The Art of Concealment is the 

ultimate resource for anyone seeking to navigate the 

concealed  carry  lifestyle  safely  and  effectively.  It's  a 

must-have  guide  for  anyone  interested  in  personal 

safety, self-defense, and responsible gun ownership.

In The Art of Concealment, readers will discover:

 Expert  guidance  on  choosing  the  right  firearm 

and holster for concealed carry
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 In-depth  instruction  on  tactical  shooting 

techniques and marksmanship skills

 A  comprehensive  overview  of  the  legal 

implications of concealed carry

 Strategies  for  situational  awareness,  risk 

assessment, and de-escalation

 Advanced  techniques  for  home  defense  and 

active shooter preparedness

The  Art  of  Concealment  is  the  ultimate  guide  to 

concealed  carry,  providing  readers  with  the 

knowledge,  skills,  and  mindset  necessary  to  carry  a 

concealed handgun with confidence and competence.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Concealment

Concealed Carry Basics

Concealed carry is the practice of carrying a handgun 

in a concealed manner, typically on one's person. It is a 

legal  and responsible way for law-abiding citizens to 

protect themselves and their loved ones in a dangerous 

world.

There are many reasons why people choose to carry 

concealed.  Some people live in high-crime areas and 

want  to  be  able  to  defend  themselves  if  they  are 

attacked. Others work in dangerous professions, such 

as law enforcement or security, and need to be able to 

access  their  firearm  quickly  and  easily.  Still  others 

simply want to be prepared for any situation that may 

arise.

Regardless of your reason for carrying concealed, it is 

important to do so safely and responsibly. This means 

following  all  applicable  laws  and  regulations,  and 
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taking the necessary steps to ensure that your firearm 

is always under control.

1. Choosing the Right Handgun

The first step to concealed carry is choosing the right 

handgun.  There  are  many  factors  to  consider  when 

choosing a concealed carry handgun, including:

 Size and weight: The handgun should be small 

and light enough to be easily concealed, but large 

enough to be effective in a self-defense situation.

 Caliber: The caliber of  the handgun is  also an 

important  consideration.  A  larger  caliber 

handgun  will  typically  be  more  powerful,  but 

also more difficult to control.

 Action  type: There  are  two  main  types  of 

handguns:  semi-automatic  and  revolver.  Semi-

automatic handguns are easier to shoot quickly, 

but revolvers are generally more reliable.

 Features: Some  handguns  come  with  features 

that  can make them easier  to  carry concealed, 
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such  as  a  manual  safety  or  a  concealed  carry 

holster.

2. Getting the Proper Training

Once you have chosen a concealed carry handgun, it is 

important  to  get  the  proper  training.  This  training 

should cover all aspects of concealed carry, including:

 Safe  handling  and  storage  of  firearms: This 

includes learning how to load, unload, and store 

your handgun safely.

 Basic  marksmanship: This  includes  learning 

how  to  shoot  your  handgun  accurately  and 

safely.

 Concealed  carry  techniques: This  includes 

learning how to carry your handgun concealed 

and how to draw it quickly and safely in a self-

defense situation.

3. Following the Law
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It is important to be aware of the laws and regulations 

governing  concealed  carry  in  your  state.  These  laws 

vary from state to state, so it is important to do your 

research before you start carrying concealed.

In general, you will need to obtain a concealed carry 

permit from your state in order to carry a concealed 

handgun.  You  may also  need  to  complete  a  training 

course and pass a background check.

4. Practicing Regularly

Once you have obtained your concealed carry permit 

and completed the necessary training, it is important to 

practice regularly. This will help you to maintain your 

skills and ensure that you are always prepared to use 

your firearm in a self-defense situation.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Concealment

Choosing the Right Pistol for Concealment

Choosing  the  right  pistol  for  concealed  carry  is  a 

critical decision that requires careful consideration of 

several  factors.  The  primary  considerations  include 

size, weight, caliber, capacity, and ease of concealment.

Size and Weight:

The size and weight of the pistol are crucial factors to 

consider, especially for individuals who intend to carry 

the firearm concealed on a daily  basis.  A larger and 

heavier pistol may be more difficult to conceal and may 

cause discomfort during prolonged wear. Conversely, a 

smaller and lighter pistol may be easier to conceal but 

may compromise firepower and accuracy.

Caliber:

The caliber of the pistol refers to the diameter of the 

bullet  it  fires.  Common  calibers  for  concealed  carry 
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include 9mm, .40 S&W, and .45 ACP. Each caliber has 

its  own  advantages  and  disadvantages  in  terms  of 

stopping  power,  recoil,  and  magazine  capacity.  It's 

important to choose a caliber that offers a balance of 

these factors and that the shooter is comfortable with.

Capacity:

The  capacity  of  the  pistol  refers  to  the  number  of 

rounds it can hold in its magazine. A higher capacity 

pistol  allows  for  more  shots  before  reloading,  which 

can  be  advantageous  in  self-defense  situations. 

However, a higher capacity pistol may also be bulkier 

and more difficult to conceal.

Ease of Concealment:

The ease of concealment is another important factor to 

consider when choosing a concealed carry pistol. The 

pistol  should  be  able  to  be  easily  concealed  under 

clothing without printing or creating an obvious bulge. 

This may depend on the size, shape, and design of the 
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pistol, as well as the type of holster and clothing being 

used.

Other Considerations:

In addition to  the primary considerations mentioned 

above, there are other factors that may influence the 

choice  of  concealed  carry  pistol.  These  include  the 

intended  purpose  of  the  firearm,  the  shooter's 

experience  and skill  level,  and personal  preferences. 

It's important to consider all of these factors carefully 

and  to  choose  a  pistol  that  is  well-suited  to  the 

individual's needs and circumstances.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Concealment

Holsters and Carrying Techniques

Choosing  the  right  holster  and carrying  technique  is 

crucial  for  ensuring  safe  and  comfortable  concealed 

carry.  A  good  holster  should  provide  adequate 

retention while allowing for a quick and smooth draw. 

It  should  also  be  comfortable  to  wear  for  extended 

periods of time and conceal the firearm effectively.

There are various types of holsters available, each with 

its  own  advantages  and  disadvantages.  Inside  the 

waistband  (IWB)  holsters  are  popular  for  their 

concealment and ease of access. They are worn inside 

the  waistband,  either  at  the  appendix  position  or 

behind the hip. Outside the waistband (OWB) holsters 

are worn outside the waistband, usually on the hip or 

strong  side.  They  offer  better  accessibility  and 

retention, but may be more difficult to conceal.
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The choice of carrying technique depends on personal 

preference and lifestyle. Common carrying techniques 

include:

 Appendix  carry: This  involves  carrying  the 

firearm inside the waistband, directly in front of 

the  hip  bone.  It  provides  quick  access  to  the 

firearm but  may be  less  comfortable  for  some 

individuals.

 Strong  side  carry: This  is  the  most  common 

carrying technique, with the firearm carried on 

the dominant side hip. It offers a good balance of 

concealment and accessibility.

 Cross  draw  carry: This  involves  carrying  the 

firearm on the non-dominant side hip, with the 

muzzle  pointed towards the dominant hand.  It 

allows  for  a  quick  draw  but  may  be  more 

difficult to conceal.

It is important to practice drawing the firearm from the 

holster  regularly  to  ensure  proficiency.  Dry  fire 
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practice  is  also  recommended  to  develop  muscle 

memory and improve shooting skills.

Ultimately, the best holster and carrying technique is 

the one that  works best  for the individual  carrier.  It 

should  provide  adequate  concealment,  comfort,  and 

accessibility,  while  ensuring  safe  and  responsible 

handling of the firearm.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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