
The  Virtuous  State:  Reclaiming  the 

Legitimacy of Government

Introduction

In a world riven by conflict and division, the concept of 

a  legitimate  state  seems  like  a  distant  dream. 

Governments are often seen as coercive, intrusive, and 

fundamentally  illegitimate.  This  sense  of 

disillusionment  has  led  many  to  question  the  very 

foundations of political authority.

Yet, the desire for a just and orderly society remains a 

powerful human aspiration. How can we reconcile this 

longing  with  the  seemingly  inherent  flaws  of 

government? This book offers a novel perspective on 

this age-old dilemma by introducing the concept of the 

Virtuous State.
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The Virtuous State is a state that is characterized by its 

commitment to justice, equality, and the common good. 

It is a state in which citizens are virtuous and actively 

participate in the political process. Such a state would 

be capable  of  addressing the challenges  of  our  time, 

such as climate change, economic inequality, and social 

injustice.

Of course, the Virtuous State is not without its critics. 

Some argue that it is an unrealistic ideal, a utopia that 

can never be achieved in the real world. Others worry 

that it would lead to tyranny or stagnation.

However,  these  objections  are  based  on  a 

misunderstanding of the Virtuous State.  The Virtuous 

State  is  not  a  perfect  state,  but  it  is  a  state  that  is 

striving  to  be  better.  It  is  a  state  that  is  constantly 

evolving  and  adapting  to  the  changing  needs  of  its 

citizens.

The Virtuous State is a worthy goal for all societies to 

strive for. It is a state in which all citizens can flourish 
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and  reach  their  full  potential.  It  is  a  state  in  which 

peace, justice, and equality reign supreme.

This book will explore the concept of the Virtuous State 

in  detail.  It  will  examine  the  challenges  and 

opportunities facing such a state and offer a roadmap 

for  how we can  create  a  Virtuous  State  in  our  own 

lifetimes.
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Book Description

In a world plagued by conflict and division, the concept 

of  a  legitimate  state  seems  like  a  distant  dream. 

Governments are often seen as coercive, intrusive, and 

fundamentally  illegitimate.  This  sense  of 

disillusionment  has  led  many  to  question  the  very 

foundations of political authority.

Yet, the desire for a just and orderly society remains a 

powerful human aspiration. How can we reconcile this 

longing  with  the  seemingly  inherent  flaws  of 

government?

This  book  offers  a  novel  perspective  on  this  age-old 

dilemma  by  introducing  the  concept  of  the  Virtuous 

State. The Virtuous State is a state that is characterized 

by its commitment to justice, equality, and the common 

good.  It  is  a state in which citizens are virtuous and 

actively participate in the political process. Such a state 

would be capable of addressing the challenges of our 
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time, such as climate change, economic inequality, and 

social injustice.

This book explores the concept of the Virtuous State in 

detail.  It  examines  the  challenges  and  opportunities 

facing such a state and offers a roadmap for how we 

can create a Virtuous State in our own lifetimes.

The Virtuous State is not a perfect state, but it is a state 

that  is  striving  to  be  better.  It  is  a  state  that  is 

constantly evolving and adapting to the changing needs 

of  its  citizens.  It  is  a  state  in  which  all  citizens  can 

flourish and reach their full  potential.  It  is a state in 

which peace, justice, and equality reign supreme.

This book is a must-read for anyone who is interested 

in the future of democracy and the role of government 

in  society.  It  is  a  book  that  will  challenge  your 

assumptions  and  inspire  you  to  dream  of  a  better 

world.
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Chapter  1:  The  Illusion  of  Legitimate 

Authority

The Myth of Consent

The idea that governments derive their legitimacy from 

the consent of the governed is a cornerstone of modern 

democratic  theory.  However,  this  idea  is  based  on a 

number of flawed assumptions.

First,  it  assumes that  individuals  are  always rational 

and capable of making informed decisions about their 

own best interests. In reality, people are often swayed 

by emotions, biases, and self-interest. They may also be 

coerced or manipulated into giving their consent.

Second,  the  consent  theory  assumes  that  individuals 

are  always  free  to  choose  their  own government.  In 

reality,  people  are  often  born  into  societies  with 

governments  that  they have no choice but  to  accept. 

They may also be living under conditions of poverty, 
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oppression, or violence that make it difficult for them 

to exercise their right to consent.

Third,  the  consent  theory  assumes  that  governments 

are always acting in the best interests of their citizens. 

In reality, governments often act in ways that benefit 

the ruling class  or  a  particular  interest  group at  the 

expense of the majority of citizens.

For all  of  these reasons,  the myth of  consent  cannot 

provide  a  solid  foundation  for  the  legitimacy  of 

government. Governments need to be justified on other 

grounds,  such  as  their  ability  to  maintain  order, 

provide security, and promote the common good.

The Myth of Consent in Practice

The myth of consent has been used to justify a wide 

range  of  oppressive  and  authoritarian  regimes 

throughout  history.  For  example,  the  divine  right  of 

kings was based on the idea that kings ruled with the 

consent of God, even though they had not been elected 
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by their subjects. Similarly, the Soviet Union claimed to 

be a workers' paradise, even though it was ruled by a 

totalitarian dictatorship.

In  more recent  times,  the myth of  consent  has  been 

used  to  justify  the  United  States'  wars  in  Iraq  and 

Afghanistan.  The  US  government  claimed  that  these 

wars were necessary to protect  the American people 

from terrorism, even though there was no evidence to 

support this claim.

The  myth  of  consent  is  a  dangerous  and  misleading 

idea.  It  can  be  used  to  justify  any  government,  no 

matter  how  oppressive  or  unjust.  We  need  to  move 

beyond this myth and find a more solid foundation for 

the legitimacy of government.
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Chapter  1:  The  Illusion  of  Legitimate 

Authority

The Problem of Coercion

Coercion  is  often  seen  as  an  essential  tool  of 

government. Laws are enforced through the threat of 

punishment, and taxes are collected through the threat 

of force. Even in democratic societies, the state has the 

power to use coercion to maintain order and protect its 

citizens.

However,  the  use  of  coercion  by  the  state  is 

problematic  for  several  reasons.  First,  coercion  is 

inherently  unjust.  It  violates  the individual's  right  to 

bodily  autonomy  and  freedom  of  choice.  Second, 

coercion  is  often  counterproductive.  It  can  lead  to 

resentment and resistance, which can undermine the 

state's  authority.  Third,  coercion  can  be  used  to 

suppress dissent and silence opposition.
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The  problem of  coercion  is  particularly  acute  in  the 

context  of  taxation.  Taxes  are  a  form of  compulsory 

payment  that  is  used  to  fund  government  spending. 

However, many people feel that taxation is unfair, as it 

takes money from them without their consent. This can 

lead to widespread tax evasion and resistance, which 

can damage  the  economy and undermine  the  state's 

ability to function.

The problem of coercion is a serious challenge to the 

legitimacy  of  the  state.  If  the  state  is  to  be  truly 

legitimate,  it  must  find  a  way  to  govern  without 

resorting to coercion.

Possible Solutions to the Problem of Coercion

There  are  a  number  of  possible  solutions  to  the 

problem of  coercion.  One possibility  is  to reduce the 

scope  of  government  activity.  If  the  government  is 

responsible for fewer things, it will have less need to 

use coercion. Another possibility is to increase the use 

of  voluntary  compliance.  This  can  be  done  by 
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educating  citizens  about  the  benefits  of  government 

spending and by making it easier for them to pay taxes.

A  third  possibility  is  to  develop  new  forms  of 

government  that  are  not  based  on  coercion.  For 

example,  some  people  have  proposed  the  idea  of  a 

"participatory  democracy,"  in  which  citizens  would 

have a direct say in how their government is run.

The problem of coercion is a complex one, and there is 

no easy solution. However, it is a problem that must be 

addressed if  we want to  create a  just  and legitimate 

state.
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Chapter  1:  The  Illusion  of  Legitimate 

Authority

The Limits of Obedience

Our  society  rests  upon the  idea  that  citizens  have  a 

duty  to  obey  the  government.  This  duty  is  often 

justified  by  appealing  to  the  concept  of  legitimate 

authority. But what is legitimate authority? And what 

are the limits of our duty to obey?

There  are  many  different  theories  of  legitimate 

authority. Some argue that authority is legitimate if it is 

based  on  consent,  while  others  argue  that  it  is 

legitimate if it is based on tradition or divine right. Still 

others  argue  that  authority  is  legitimate  if  it  is 

exercised for the common good.

No  matter  what  theory  of  legitimate  authority  we 

accept, there are clear limits to our duty to obey. We 

are  not  obligated  to  obey  laws  that  are  unjust  or 
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immoral. We are also not obligated to obey laws that 

are beyond the government's legitimate authority.

For example, if the government were to pass a law that 

required all citizens to attend church every Sunday, we 

would not be obligated to obey that law. Such a law 

would be a clear violation of our freedom of religion.

Similarly,  if  the government were to pass a law that 

required all citizens to turn over their guns, we would 

not be obligated to obey that law. Such a law would be 

a  clear  violation  of  our  Second Amendment  right  to 

bear arms.

In these cases, our duty to obey the law is outweighed 

by our duty to protect our fundamental rights.

Of course, there are some cases where it is difficult to 

determine  whether  a  law  is  just  or  unjust.  In  these 

cases, we must weigh the potential benefits of the law 

against the potential harms. We must also consider the 
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intentions of the lawmakers and the context in which 

the law was passed.

Ultimately, the decision of whether or not to obey a law 

is  a  personal  one.  Each  individual  must  decide  for 

themselves  whether  they  believe  a  particular  law  is 

legitimate and whether they are willing to obey it.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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