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Introduction

Experimental  pragmatics  is  a  field  of  linguistics  that 

studies how people use language to communicate. It is 

concerned with the ways in which the meaning of an 

utterance  depends  on  the  context  in  which  it  is 

produced, and the ways in which speakers and hearers 

use language to achieve their communicative goals.

Experimental pragmatics is a relatively new field, but it 

has  grown  rapidly  in  recent  years.  This  growth  has 

been fueled by the development of new experimental 

methods that allow researchers to study the cognitive 

processes  involved  in  language  use.  These  methods 

have  made  it  possible  to  test  hypotheses  about  how 

people understand and produce language, and to gain a 
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better  understanding  of  the  role  of  pragmatics  in 

communication.

One  of  the  most  important  insights  to  emerge  from 

experimental pragmatics research is that the meaning 

of an utterance is not simply determined by the words 

that are used. Rather, the meaning of an utterance is 

also shaped by the context in which it is produced. This 

context includes the physical  environment,  the social 

context, and the knowledge and beliefs of the speaker 

and hearer.

For example, the utterance "It's cold in here" can have 

different meanings depending on the context in which 

it is produced. If it is said in a room full of people, it 

might be interpreted as a request to close the window. 

However,  if  it  is  said in an empty room, it  might be 

interpreted as a statement of fact.

Experimental pragmatics research has also shown that 

speakers  and  hearers  use  a  variety  of  strategies  to 

achieve  their  communicative  goals.  These  strategies 
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include  using  indirect  speech  acts,  making 

presuppositions, and using implicatures.

Indirect speech acts are utterances that are not meant 

to be taken literally. For example, the utterance "Can 

you pass the salt?" is not meant to be a question about 

the  hearer's  ability  to  pass  the  salt.  Rather,  it  is  a 

request for the hearer to pass the salt.

Presuppositions are assumptions that are made by the 

speaker about the hearer's knowledge and beliefs. For 

example,  the  utterance  "I'm  glad  you're  here" 

presupposes that the hearer is glad to be there.

Implicatures  are  meanings  that  are  communicated 

indirectly. For example, the utterance "It's a nice day" 

might implicate that the speaker would like to go for a 

walk.

Experimental pragmatics is a rapidly growing field that 

is providing new insights into the nature of language 

and  communication.  This  research  has  important 
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implications for a variety of fields, including linguistics, 

psychology, and artificial intelligence.

4



Book Description

Experimental  Pragmatics:  A  Comprehensive 

Introduction is  a  comprehensive introduction to  the 

exciting  field  of  experimental  pragmatics,  a  rapidly 

growing area of linguistics that studies how people use 

language  to  communicate.  This  book  provides  a 

detailed  overview  of  the  field,  from  its  history  and 

theoretical foundations to its methods and applications.

Experimental  Pragmatics:  A  Comprehensive 

Introduction is written in a clear and accessible style, 

making  it  an  ideal  resource  for  students  and 

researchers  in  linguistics,  psychology,  and 

communication studies.  The book is also relevant for 

anyone  interested  in  the  nature  of  language  and 

communication.

This book is divided into ten chapters, each of which 

covers a different aspect of experimental pragmatics. 

The chapters are:
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1. Foundations of Experimental Pragmatics

2. Speech Acts

3. Reference

4. Presupposition

5. Implicature

6. Metaphor

7. Irony

8. Politeness

9. Conversation Analysis

10. Pragmatics and Language Development

Each  chapter  provides  a  comprehensive  overview of 

the topic, including the history of research, the major 

theories, and the current state of the field. The chapters 

also include discussion questions and exercises to help 

readers engage with the material.

Experimental  Pragmatics:  A  Comprehensive 

Introduction is  an  essential  resource  for  anyone 

interested  in  the  study  of  language  and 

communication.  This book provides a comprehensive 
6



overview  of  the  field  of  experimental  pragmatics, 

making it an ideal resource for students, researchers, 

and anyone else interested in the nature of language 

and communication. 
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Chapter 1: Foundations of Experimental 

Pragmatics

Topic 1: What is experimental pragmatics

Experimental  pragmatics  is  a  field  of  linguistics  that 

studies how people use language to communicate. It is 

concerned with the ways in which the meaning of an 

utterance  depends  on  the  context  in  which  it  is 

produced, and the ways in which speakers and hearers 

use language to achieve their communicative goals.

Experimental pragmatics is a relatively new field, but it 

has  grown  rapidly  in  recent  years.  This  growth  has 

been fueled by the development of new experimental 

methods that allow researchers to study the cognitive 

processes  involved  in  language  use.  These  methods 

have  made  it  possible  to  test  hypotheses  about  how 

people understand and produce language, and to gain a 

better  understanding  of  the  role  of  pragmatics  in 

communication.
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One  of  the  most  important  insights  to  emerge  from 

experimental pragmatics research is that the meaning 

of an utterance is not simply determined by the words 

that are used. Rather, the meaning of an utterance is 

also shaped by the context in which it is produced. This 

context includes the physical  environment,  the social 

context, and the knowledge and beliefs of the speaker 

and hearer.

For example, the utterance "It's cold in here" can have 

different meanings depending on the context in which 

it is produced. If it is said in a room full of people, it 

might be interpreted as a request to close the window. 

However,  if  it  is  said in an empty room, it  might be 

interpreted as a statement of fact.

Experimental pragmatics research has also shown that 

speakers  and  hearers  use  a  variety  of  strategies  to 

achieve  their  communicative  goals.  These  strategies 

include  using  indirect  speech  acts,  making 

presuppositions, and using implicatures.
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Indirect speech acts are utterances that are not meant 

to be taken literally. For example, the utterance "Can 

you pass the salt?" is not meant to be a question about 

the  hearer's  ability  to  pass  the  salt.  Rather,  it  is  a 

request for the hearer to pass the salt.

Presuppositions are assumptions that are made by the 

speaker about the hearer's knowledge and beliefs. For 

example,  the  utterance  "I'm  glad  you're  here" 

presupposes that the hearer is glad to be there.

Implicatures  are  meanings  that  are  communicated 

indirectly. For example, the utterance "It's a nice day" 

might implicate that the speaker would like to go for a 

walk.

Experimental pragmatics is a rapidly growing field that 

is providing new insights into the nature of language 

and  communication.  This  research  has  important 

implications for a variety of fields, including linguistics, 

psychology, and artificial intelligence.
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Chapter 1: Foundations of Experimental 

Pragmatics

Topic 2: History of experimental pragmatics

The history of experimental pragmatics can be traced 

back to the early 20th century, when linguists began to 

study the use of language in context. One of the first 

scholars  to  investigate  this  topic  was  the  American 

linguist  Leonard  Bloomfield.  In  his  book  Language 

(1933),  Bloomfield  argued  that  the  meaning  of  an 

utterance is determined by the context in which it is 

produced.

In  the  1950s  and 1960s,  a  number  of  other  linguists 

began to  develop experimental  methods for  studying 

pragmatics.  These  methods  included  using 

questionnaires,  interviews,  and  naturalistic 

observation. One of the most influential scholars of this 

period was the British linguist John Searle. In his book 

Speech Acts (1969), Searle proposed a theory of speech 
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acts that distinguished between the literal meaning of 

an  utterance  and  its  illocutionary  force  (i.e.,  the 

speaker's intended action).

In the 1970s and 1980s, experimental pragmatics began 

to emerge as a distinct field of study. This was due in 

part to the development of new experimental methods, 

such as the visual world paradigm and the eye-tracking 

paradigm. These methods allowed researchers to study 

the cognitive processes involved in language use in real 

time.

One of the most important figures in the development 

of experimental pragmatics was the American linguist 

Dan  Sperber.  In  his  book  Relevance:  Communication 

and  Cognition (1986),  Sperber  proposed  a  theory  of 

relevance that accounted for the fact that people are 

able to understand and produce language in a variety 

of contexts.

In  recent  years,  experimental  pragmatics  has 

continued to grow as a field of study. Researchers are 
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now  using  a  variety  of  experimental  methods  to 

investigate  a  wide  range  of  topics,  including  the 

acquisition  of  pragmatics,  the  use  of  pragmatics  in 

conversation,  and  the  role  of  pragmatics  in 

intercultural communication.

Experimental  pragmatics  is  now  a  well-established 

field of study that has made significant contributions to 

our  understanding  of  language  and  communication. 

Researchers in this field are continuing to develop new 

experimental methods and theories that are helping us 

to better understand the complex ways in which people 

use language to communicate.
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Chapter 1: Foundations of Experimental 

Pragmatics

Topic  3:  Theoretical  foundations  of 

experimental pragmatics

Experimental pragmatics is a relatively new field, but it 

has  grown  rapidly  in  recent  years.  This  growth  has 

been fueled by the development of new experimental 

methods that allow researchers to study the cognitive 

processes  involved  in  language  use.  These  methods 

have  made  it  possible  to  test  hypotheses  about  how 

people understand and produce language, and to gain a 

better  understanding  of  the  role  of  pragmatics  in 

communication.

One of the most important theoretical foundations of 

experimental  pragmatics  is  the  Gricean  theory  of 

communication.  This  theory,  developed  by  the 

philosopher  H.P.  Grice,  proposes  that  people 
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communicate  by  following  a  set  of  cooperative 

principles. These principles include the following:

 The maxim of quantity: Make your contribution 

as  informative  as  is  required  for  the  current 

purposes of the exchange.

 The  maxim  of  quality: Do  not  say  what  you 

believe  to  be  false  or  that  for  which  you  lack 

adequate evidence.

 The maxim of relation: Be relevant.

 The maxim of manner: Be perspicuous; that is, 

avoid obscurity and ambiguity.

These  principles  provide  a  framework  for 

understanding  how  people  communicate,  and  they 

have been used to explain a wide range of pragmatic 

phenomena,  such  as  indirect  speech  acts, 

presuppositions, and implicatures.

Another  important  theoretical  foundation  of 

experimental pragmatics is the relevance theory. This 

theory, developed by the philosopher Dan Sperber and 
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the  linguist  Deirdre  Wilson,  proposes  that  people 

communicate in order to convey relevant information 

to their hearers. Relevance is defined as the amount of 

information  that  an  utterance  contributes  to  the 

hearer's knowledge or goals.

The relevance theory has been used to explain a wide 

range  of  pragmatic  phenomena,  such  as  the  use  of 

metaphor, irony, and humor. It has also been used to 

develop  new  experimental  methods  for  studying 

pragmatics.

Experimental  pragmatics  is  a  rapidly  growing  field, 

and  it  is  providing  new  insights  into  the  nature  of 

language  and  communication.  This  research  has 

important implications for a variety of fields, including 

linguistics, psychology, and artificial intelligence.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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