
The Ancestral Bedrock

Introduction

In  the  tapestry  of  human history,  the  threads  of  the 

past and present intertwine, shaping the fabric of our 

societies  and  identities.  The  legacy  of  bygone  eras 

continues to exert a profound influence on the world 

we  live  in  today,  while  the  forces  of  modernity 

relentlessly reshape our institutions, values, and ways 

of life. In this book, we embark on a journey to explore 

the complex interplay between the ancestral bedrock 

of  tradition  and  the  relentless  march  of  progress, 

examining how the past  has shaped the present  and 

how the present is shaping the future.

From the enduring influence of aristocratic power to 

the  rise  of  the  enterprising  bourgeoisie,  from  the 

transformative impact of the Industrial  Revolution to 

the challenges and opportunities  of  globalization,  we 
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will delve into the ways in which the past has left an 

enduring mark on our societies. We will also explore 

how  modern  values  and  institutions  have  emerged 

from the  ashes  of  tradition,  creating  a  world  that  is 

both familiar and profoundly different from that of our 

ancestors.

The  interaction  between  the  old  and  the  new  is  a 

dynamic and ever-evolving process, fraught with both 

conflict and adaptation. As traditional values clash with 

modern sensibilities, new social classes and identities 

emerge, challenging the established order. The role of 

education, the nature of work, and the structure of the 

family  are  all  undergoing  profound  transformations, 

driven  by  technological  advancements  and  changing 

social norms.

The  rise  of  the  individual,  the  decline  of  collective 

identity,  and  the  pursuit  of  personal  fulfillment  are 

defining  characteristics  of  the  modern  age.  These 

trends have both empowered individuals and eroded 
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traditional sources of community and belonging. As we 

navigate the complexities of the 21st century, we must 

grapple  with  the  challenges  and  embrace  the 

opportunities presented by this unprecedented era of 

change.

The past and present are inextricably linked, and the 

choices  we  make  today  will  shape  the  world  our 

children and grandchildren inherit. By understanding 

the legacy of the past and the forces that are shaping 

the present, we can better prepare for the challenges 

and  opportunities  that  lie  ahead.  This  book  is  an 

invitation  to  explore  the  rich  tapestry  of  human 

history,  to reflect on the ways in which the past  has 

made us who we are, and to imagine the possibilities 

that the future holds.
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Book Description

In The Ancestral Bedrock, Pasquale De Marco explores 

the complex interplay between the ancestral bedrock 

of  tradition  and  the  relentless  march  of  progress, 

examining how the past  has shaped the present  and 

how the present is shaping the future.

From the enduring influence of aristocratic power to 

the  rise  of  the  enterprising  bourgeoisie,  from  the 

transformative impact of the Industrial  Revolution to 

the challenges and opportunities of globalization, this 

book delves into the ways in which the past has left an 

enduring mark on our societies.  It  also explores how 

modern values and institutions have emerged from the 

ashes of tradition, creating a world that is both familiar 

and profoundly different from that of our ancestors.

The  interaction  between  the  old  and  the  new  is  a 

dynamic and ever-evolving process, fraught with both 

conflict and adaptation. As traditional values clash with 
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modern sensibilities, new social classes and identities 

emerge, challenging the established order. The role of 

education, the nature of work, and the structure of the 

family  are  all  undergoing  profound  transformations, 

driven  by  technological  advancements  and  changing 

social norms.

The  Ancestral  Bedrock  examines  the  rise  of  the 

individual,  the  decline  of  collective  identity,  and  the 

pursuit  of  personal  fulfillment—defining 

characteristics of  the modern age.  These trends have 

both  empowered  individuals  and  eroded  traditional 

sources of community and belonging. As we navigate 

the complexities of the 21st century, we must grapple 

with  the  challenges  and  embrace  the  opportunities 

presented by this unprecedented era of change.

By understanding the legacy of the past and the forces 

that are shaping the present, we can better prepare for 

the  challenges  and  opportunities  that  lie  ahead.  The 

Ancestral Bedrock is an invitation to explore the rich 
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tapestry  of  human history,  to  reflect  on the  ways  in 

which  the  past  has  made  us  who  we  are,  and  to 

imagine the possibilities that the future holds.
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Chapter 1: The Heritage of the Past

The Persistence of Traditional Values

Despite the relentless march of modernity, traditional 

values continue to exert a powerful influence on our 

lives. From the importance of family and community to 

the sanctity of marriage and the value of hard work, 

these  values  have  been  passed  down  through 

generations  and  continue  to  shape  our  beliefs  and 

behaviors.

One  of  the  most  enduring  traditional  values  is  the 

importance of family. In many cultures, the family is 

seen as the cornerstone of society, providing a sense of 

belonging,  support,  and  identity.  Extended  families, 

consisting  of  multiple  generations  living  under  one 

roof, are still common in many parts of the world, and 

even  in  individualistic  societies,  the  nuclear  family 

remains a central institution.

7



Another  traditional  value  that  has  persisted  is  the 

sanctity of marriage. In most cultures, marriage is seen 

as a sacred union between two people, and divorce is 

strongly discouraged. Even in societies where divorce 

rates are high, the institution of marriage remains an 

important social and legal construct.

Hard work is another traditional value that has stood 

the test  of  time.  In many cultures,  people are taught 

from a young age the importance of working hard to 

achieve  their  goals.  This  value  is  reflected  in  the 

Protestant work ethic, which emphasizes the virtues of 

diligence, thrift, and self-reliance.

Of course, not all traditional values are positive. Some 

traditional practices, such as female genital mutilation 

and honor killings, are harmful and have no place in a 

modern  society.  However,  many  traditional  values, 

such as the importance of family, community, and hard 

work,  continue  to  provide  a  valuable  foundation  for 

our lives.
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As we navigate the challenges of the 21st century, it is 

important to remember the wisdom of our ancestors. 

Traditional  values  can  provide  us  with  a  sense  of 

stability and continuity in a rapidly changing world. By 

embracing the best  of  our traditions,  we can build a 

better future for ourselves and for generations to come.
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Chapter 1: The Heritage of the Past

The Legacy of Aristocratic Power

The  legacy  of  aristocratic  power  is  a  complex  and 

multifaceted  one.  On  the  one  hand,  aristocracy  has 

been  associated  with  privilege,  wealth,  and  social 

status. On the other hand, it has also been associated 

with  oppression,  inequality,  and  the  suppression  of 

social mobility.

In  the  past,  aristocracy  played  a  central  role  in  the 

political  and  economic  life  of  many  societies. 

Aristocrats often held positions of power and influence, 

and  they  controlled  vast  tracts  of  land  and  other 

resources. This gave them a great deal of power over 

the lives of ordinary people.

However,  the  power  of  aristocracy  has  declined  in 

recent centuries. The rise of democracy and the spread 

of education have led to a more egalitarian society, in 

which everyone has a say in how their society is run. 
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As a result, aristocrats no longer have the same level of 

power and influence that they once did.

Despite  this  decline,  the  legacy  of  aristocratic  power 

can still  be seen in many aspects  of  our society.  For 

example,  many  of  our  laws  and  institutions  were 

created by aristocrats, and they still reflect the values 

and  beliefs  of  that  time.  Additionally,  many  of  our 

social  and  cultural  norms  are  based  on  aristocratic 

traditions.

The legacy of aristocratic power is a reminder of the 

importance  of  history.  It  is  also  a  reminder  of  the 

importance of fighting for equality and justice. Only by 

understanding the past can we hope to create a better 

future.

The legacy of aristocratic power is not just a matter of 

history. It is also a matter of contemporary relevance. 

In many parts of the world, aristocracy still exists, and 

it continues to wield significant power and influence.
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In  some  cases,  this  power  is  used  for  good.  For 

example,  some  aristocrats  use  their  wealth  and 

influence to support charitable causes and to promote 

social  justice.  However,  in  other  cases,  aristocratic 

power  is  used  to  oppress  and  exploit  the  poor  and 

powerless.

It  is  important  to  remember  that  aristocracy  is  not 

inherently  good  or  bad.  It  is  a  system  of  social 

organization that can be used for either good or evil. 

The legacy of aristocratic power is a reminder that we 

must always be vigilant in our fight for equality and 

justice.
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Chapter 1: The Heritage of the Past

The Resilience of Religious Institutions

Despite  the  rise  of  secularism  and  the  decline  of 

traditional  religious  practices  in  many  parts  of  the 

world,  religious  institutions  have  shown  remarkable 

resilience over the centuries. They continue to play a 

vital role in the lives of millions of people, providing 

spiritual  guidance,  moral  support,  and  a  sense  of 

community.

One reason for the resilience of religious institutions is 

their  ability  to  adapt  to  changing social  and cultural 

conditions. Over the centuries, religious traditions have 

evolved  to  meet  the  needs  of  their  followers, 

incorporating  new  ideas  and  practices  while 

preserving their core beliefs and values. For example, 

many  Christian  denominations  have  adopted  more 

progressive  views  on  social  issues  in  recent  years, 
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while still maintaining their commitment to traditional 

doctrines.

Another  factor  contributing  to  the  resilience  of 

religious institutions is their ability to provide a sense 

of  community  and  belonging.  In  an  increasingly 

fragmented  and  individualistic  society,  religious 

institutions  offer  a  place  where  people  can  connect 

with others who share their beliefs and values.  They 

provide  opportunities  for  social  interaction,  mutual 

support, and a sense of purpose.

In  addition,  religious  institutions  often  play  an 

important role in social  welfare and education.  They 

provide support to the poor, the sick, and the elderly, 

and  they  operate  schools,  hospitals,  and  other  social 

service  programs.  This  work  helps  to  build  strong 

communities  and  reinforces  the  positive  role  of 

religion in society.

Of course,  religious institutions are not without their 

challenges. They have faced criticism for their role in 
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social conflicts,  their opposition to scientific progress, 

and  their  treatment  of  women  and  minorities. 

However,  despite  these  challenges,  religious 

institutions continue to play a vital role in the lives of 

millions of  people around the world.  They provide a 

sense of meaning and purpose, a source of comfort and 

support, and a vehicle for social change.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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