
A Woman's Right to Choose

Introduction

A  Woman's  Right  to  Choose  is  a  comprehensive 

overview  of  the  history  of  feminism  in  the  United 

States.  It  begins with the origins of the movement in 

the  early  19th  century  and  traces  its  development 

through the present day. The book covers a wide range 

of  topics,  including  the  Seneca  Falls  Convention,  the 

abolitionist  movement,  the  suffrage  movement,  the 

Progressive Era, the New Woman, the Great Depression 

and World War II, the second wave of feminism, and 

contemporary feminism.

Pasquale De Marco argues that feminism is a complex 

and multifaceted movement that has been shaped by a 

variety  of  factors,  including  social,  economic,  and 

political changes. She also emphasizes the importance 

of  intersectionality,  arguing that  feminism cannot  be 
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fully  understood  without  taking  into  account  the 

experiences of women of color,  LGBTQ+ women, and 

women with disabilities.

A Woman's Right to Choose is a valuable resource for 

anyone who wants to learn more about the history of 

feminism. It is well-researched and clearly written, and 

it  provides  a  comprehensive  overview  of  the 

movement.  The  book  is  also  engaging  and  thought-

provoking,  and  it  is  sure  to  spark  discussion  and 

debate.

In the early 19th century, the United States was a very 

different place for women. They were denied the right 

to vote,  to own property,  or to receive an education. 

They  were  also  subject  to  discrimination  in  the 

workplace and in the home.

The feminist movement began to take shape in the mid-

19th century as women began to organize and fight for 

their rights. The Seneca Falls Convention, held in 1848, 

is often considered to be the birthplace of the women's 
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rights movement. At the convention, women called for 

the right to vote,  to own property,  and to receive an 

education.

The  feminist  movement  grew  slowly  at  first,  but  it 

gained  momentum  in  the  late  19th  and  early  20th 

centuries. The suffrage movement, which fought for the 

right of women to vote, was particularly successful. In 

1920,  the  19th  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  was 

passed, granting women the right to vote.

The feminist movement continued to grow in the 20th 

century,  and  it  achieved  a  number  of  important 

victories.  In  1964,  the  Civil  Rights  Act  was  passed, 

which prohibited discrimination on the basis of sex. In 

1973,  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  in  Roe  v.  Wade  that 

women have the right to abortion.

The feminist movement has come a long way since its 

beginnings in the mid-19th century. However, there is 

still  much work to be done. Women continue to face 

discrimination in the workplace, in the home, and in 
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the  political  arena.  The  feminist  movement  is  still 

fighting for full equality for women.
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Book Description

A Woman's Right to Choose is the definitive history of 

feminism in the United States. Drawing on a wealth of 

primary  and  secondary  sources,  Pasquale  De  Marco 

traces the movement's origins in the early 19th century 

to its present-day manifestations.

A  Woman's  Right  to  Choose  is  a  comprehensive  and 

engaging account of the feminist movement. It covers a 

wide  range  of  topics,  including  the  Seneca  Falls 

Convention,  the  abolitionist  movement,  the  suffrage 

movement, the Progressive Era, the New Woman, the 

Great Depression and World War II, the second wave of 

feminism, and contemporary feminism.

Pasquale De Marco argues that feminism is a complex 

and multifaceted movement that has been shaped by a 

variety  of  factors,  including  social,  economic,  and 

political changes. She also emphasizes the importance 

of  intersectionality,  arguing that  feminism cannot  be 
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fully  understood  without  taking  into  account  the 

experiences of women of color,  LGBTQ+ women, and 

women with disabilities.

A Woman's Right to Choose is a valuable resource for 

anyone who wants to learn more about the history of 

feminism. It is well-researched and clearly written, and 

it  provides  a  comprehensive  overview  of  the 

movement.  The  book  is  also  engaging  and  thought-

provoking,  and  it  is  sure  to  spark  discussion  and 

debate.

Whether  you  are  a  student,  a  scholar,  or  simply 

someone who is interested in the history of feminism, A 

Woman's Right to Choose is the perfect book for you. It 

is  a comprehensive,  engaging,  and thought-provoking 

account of one of the most important social movements 

in American history.

A Woman's Right to Choose is available now from all 

major booksellers.
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Chapter 1: The Origins of Feminism

The Seneca Falls Convention

The  Seneca  Falls  Convention  was  the  first  women's 

rights convention held in the United States. It was held 

in Seneca Falls, New York, on July 19 and 20, 1848. The 

convention was organized by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 

Lucretia Mott, and several Quaker women.

The  convention  issued  a  Declaration  of  Sentiments, 

which  called  for  equal  rights  for  women.  The 

declaration  was  modeled  on  the  Declaration  of 

Independence, and it included a list of grievances that 

women  had  against  the  government.  The  grievances 

included the denial of the right to vote, the right to own 

property, and the right to education.

The Seneca Falls Convention was a watershed moment 

in the history of the women's rights movement. It was 

the  first  time  that  women  had  come  together  to 

demand their  rights.  The  convention  helped  to  raise 
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awareness  of  the  issue  of  women's  rights,  and  it 

inspired  women  to  organize  and  fight  for  their 

equality.

The  Seneca  Falls  Convention  was  attended  by  about 

300  people,  including  both  men  and  women.  The 

convention was chaired by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and 

Lucretia  Mott  delivered  the  opening  address.  The 

convention discussed a wide range of issues, including 

the right to vote, the right to own property, the right to 

education, and the right to employment.

The Seneca Falls Convention was a success. It helped to 

raise awareness of the issue of women's rights, and it 

inspired  women  to  organize  and  fight  for  their 

equality.  The  convention  is  considered  to  be  the 

birthplace  of  the  women's  rights  movement  in  the 

United States.

The Seneca Falls Convention had a profound impact on 

the development of the women's rights movement.  It 

helped  to  raise  awareness  of  the  issue  of  women's 
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rights, and it inspired women to organize and fight for 

their equality. The convention is considered to be the 

birthplace  of  the  women's  rights  movement  in  the 

United States.
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Chapter 1: The Origins of Feminism

The Grimké Sisters

The Grimké sisters,  Sarah and Angelina, were two of 

the most prominent abolitionists and feminists of the 

19th  century.  They  were  born  into  a  wealthy  slave-

owning  family  in  South  Carolina,  but  they  became 

outspoken  opponents  of  slavery  and  advocates  for 

women's rights.

Sarah and Angelina Grimké were both deeply religious 

women, and they believed that slavery was a sin. They 

began speaking out against slavery in the 1830s,  and 

they  quickly  became  two  of  the  most  well-known 

abolitionists  in  the  country.  They  wrote  books  and 

pamphlets,  gave  speeches,  and  organized  protests 

against slavery.

In  addition  to  their  work  on  abolition,  the  Grimké 

sisters were also strong advocates for women's rights. 

They believed that women were equal to men, and they 
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fought  for  women's  right  to  education,  employment, 

and political participation. They were two of the first 

women  to  speak  out  publicly  about  women's  rights, 

and they helped to lay the foundation for the women's 

suffrage movement.

The  Grimké  sisters  were  courageous  and  outspoken 

women who dedicated their lives to fighting for social 

justice.  They  were  pioneers  in  the  abolitionist  and 

feminist  movements,  and  they  helped  to  make  the 

world a more just and equitable place.

Sarah Grimké was born in Charleston, South Carolina, 

in 1792. She was the daughter of a wealthy plantation 

owner,  and  she  grew  up  in  a  world  of  privilege. 

However, Sarah was deeply troubled by the institution 

of slavery, and she began to speak out against it in the 

1830s.

In 1836, Sarah published a book entitled "Letters on the 

Equality of the Sexes and the Condition of Woman." In 

this book, Sarah argued that women were equal to men 
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in  all  respects,  and  she  called  for  an  end  to 

discrimination against women. Sarah's book was one of 

the first feminist tracts published in the United States, 

and  it  helped  to  raise  awareness  of  the  issue  of 

women's rights.

Angelina  Grimké  was  born  in  Charleston,  South 

Carolina, in 1805. She was the younger sister of Sarah, 

and she shared her sister's  passion for social  justice. 

Angelina became an abolitionist in the 1830s, and she 

quickly became one of the most prominent speakers in 

the movement.

In 1838, Angelina published a book entitled "An Appeal 

to  the  Christian  Women  of  the  South."  In  this  book, 

Angelina argued that slavery was a sin, and she called 

on Christian women to join the abolitionist movement. 

Angelina's  book  was  widely  read,  and  it  helped  to 

convince many people to join the fight against slavery.

The  Grimké  sisters  were  both  courageous  and 

outspoken women who dedicated their lives to fighting 
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for social justice. They were pioneers in the abolitionist 

and feminist movements, and they helped to make the 

world a more just and equitable place.
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Chapter 1: The Origins of Feminism

Sojourner Truth

Sojourner Truth was an African-American abolitionist 

and women's rights activist. She was born into slavery 

in New York in 1797. She escaped from slavery in 1827 

and  became  a  leading  voice  in  the  abolitionist 

movement. She also spoke out for the rights of women.

Truth was a powerful speaker. She was known for her 

fiery  speeches,  in  which  she  denounced  slavery  and 

sexism. She often spoke about her own experiences as 

a slave and a woman. She argued that women were just 

as  capable  as  men and that  they  deserved the  same 

rights.

Truth's work had a profound impact on the abolitionist 

movement  and  the  women's  rights  movement.  She 

helped to raise awareness of the evils of slavery and 

the  importance  of  women's  rights.  She  was  a  true 

pioneer for social justice.
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Truth's  most  famous  speech  was  delivered  at  the 

Women's Rights Convention in Akron, Ohio, in 1851. In 

her speech, she argued that women were just as strong 

as  men and that  they  deserved the  same rights.  She 

famously asked, "Ain't I a woman?"

Truth's speech was a powerful indictment of sexism. It 

helped  to  raise  awareness  of  the  issue  of  women's 

rights and it  inspired many women to fight for their 

rights.

Truth  was  a  tireless  advocate  for  social  justice.  She 

spoke out against slavery and sexism, and she fought 

for the rights  of  women and African Americans.  She 

was a true pioneer for social change.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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