Syntactic Parameters and Functional

Morphology

Introduction

Syntactic parameters are abstract properties of
languages that govern the way sentences are
structured. They include things like the order of words
in a sentence, the presence or absence of articles, and

the use of tense and mood.

In this book, we will explore the relationship between
syntactic parameters and functional morphology.
Functional morphology is the study of the morphemes
that encode grammatical functions, such as tense,
mood, and agreement. We will argue that syntactic
parameters are set in a principled fashion on the basis

of overt functional morphology.



This claim is supported by a wide range of evidence
from a variety of languages. For example, in the
Germanic languages, the position of the finite verb in
the sentence is determined by the presence or absence
of an overt agreement morpheme on the verb. In the
Romance languages, the presence or absence of an
overt article on a noun is determined by the
definiteness of the noun. And in the Slavic languages,
the presence or absence of an overt case morpheme on
a noun is determined by the grammatical function of

the noun.

Our theory has a number of implications for the study
of language. First, it provides a unified account of a
wide range of syntactic phenomena. Second, it shows
that the relationship between syntax and morphology
is much closer than has been traditionally assumed.
Third, it provides a new perspective on the evolution of

language.



We believe that our theory is a significant contribution
to the study of language. It provides a new way of
understanding the relationship between syntax and
morphology, and it has important implications for the

study of language evolution.

We hope that you will find this book to be informative
and thought-provoking. We invite you to join us on this
journey of exploration into the fascinating world of

syntactic parameters and functional morphology.



Book Description

Syntactic Parameters and Functional Morphology
explores the relationship between syntactic parameters
and functional morphology, arguing that syntactic
parameters are set in a principled fashion on the basis

of overt functional morphology.

This claim is supported by a wide range of evidence
from a variety of languages. For example, in the
Germanic languages, the position of the finite verb in
the sentence is determined by the presence or absence
of an overt agreement morpheme on the verb. In the
Romance languages, the presence or absence of an
overt article on a noun is determined by the
definiteness of the noun. And in the Slavic languages,
the presence or absence of an overt case morpheme on
a noun is determined by the grammatical function of

the noun.



The theory presented in this book has a number of
implications for the study of language. First, it provides
a unified account of a wide range of syntactic
phenomena. Second, it shows that the relationship
between syntax and morphology is much closer than
has been traditionally assumed. Third, it provides a

new perspective on the evolution of language.

Syntactic Parameters and Functional Morphology is
a significant contribution to the study of language. It
provides a new way of understanding the relationship
between syntax and morphology, and it has important

implications for the study of language evolution.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in
syntax, morphology, or the evolution of language. It is
also a valuable resource for students and researchers
in linguistics, cognitive science, and artificial

intelligence.



Chapter 1: The Basics of Syntactic

Parameters

Topic 1: What are syntactic parameters

Syntactic parameters are abstract properties of
languages that govern the way sentences are
structured. They include things like the order of words
in a sentence, the presence or absence of articles, and

the use of tense and mood.

Syntactic parameters are important because they allow
languages to express different meanings in different
ways. For example, the English sentence "The cat sat on
the mat" has the same meaning as the French sentence
"Le chat est assis sur le tapis". However, the two
sentences are structured differently. In English, the
subject (the cat) comes before the verb (sat), while in
French, the verb (est assis) comes before the subject (le

chat).



This difference in word order is due to a syntactic
parameter known as "subject-verb order”. In English,
the subject-verb order is SVO (subject-verb-object),
while in French, the subject-verb order is VSO (verb-

subject-object).

Syntactic parameters are not arbitrary. They are
determined by the grammar of the language. The
grammar of a language is a set of rules that govern the
way words are combined to form sentences. These
rules are not always explicit, but they are always

present.

Syntactic parameters are an important part of the
grammar of a language. They allow languages to
express different meanings in different ways. They also
help to make languages more efficient. By using
syntactic parameters, languages can avoid having to

use a lot of extra words to express the same meaning.



Chapter 1: The Basics of Syntactic

Parameters

Topic 2: How are syntactic parameters set

Syntactic parameters are abstract properties of
languages that govern the way sentences are
structured. They include things like the order of words
in a sentence, the presence or absence of articles, and

the use of tense and mood.

One of the most important questions in the study of
syntactic parameters is: how are they set? What
determines the values of syntactic parameters in a

particular language?

There are a number of different factors that can
influence the setting of syntactic parameters. One
factor is the language's morphology. The morphological
properties of a language can constrain the possible
values of syntactic parameters. For example, a

language with a rich system of inflectional morphology
8



may have fewer syntactic parameters than a language

with a poor system of inflectional morphology.

Another factor that can influence the setting of
syntactic parameters is the language's history. The
historical development of a language can lead to
changes in the values of syntactic parameters. For
example, a language that has undergone a process of
grammaticalization may have lost some of its syntactic

parameters.

Finally, the setting of syntactic parameters can also be
influenced by contact with other languages. When two
languages come into contact, they can influence each
other's syntactic parameters. For example, a language
that has been in contact with a language with a
different word order may adopt some of that

language's word order patterns.

The setting of syntactic parameters is a complex
process that is influenced by a number of different

factors. By understanding the factors that influence the
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setting of syntactic parameters, we can gain a better

understanding of the nature of language variation.
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Chapter 1: The Basics of Syntactic

Parameters

Topic 3: The role of functional morphology in

setting syntactic parameters

Functional morphology plays a crucial role in setting
syntactic parameters. Syntactic parameters are abstract
properties of languages that govern the way sentences
are structured. They include things like the order of
words in a sentence, the presence or absence of
articles, and the use of tense and mood. Functional
morphology is the study of the morphemes that encode
grammatical functions, such as tense, mood, and

agreement.

The relationship between syntactic parameters and
functional morphology is a complex one. In some cases,
syntactic parameters are determined by the presence
or absence of specific functional morphemes. For
example, in the Germanic languages, the position of the

11



finite verb in the sentence is determined by the
presence or absence of an overt agreement morpheme
on the verb. In other cases, syntactic parameters are
determined by the interaction of multiple functional
morphemes. For example, in the Romance languages,
the presence or absence of an overt article on a noun is
determined by the definiteness of the noun and the

presence or absence of a preposition.

The role of functional morphology in setting syntactic
parameters is not limited to the Germanic and
Romance languages. In fact, it is a cross-linguistic
phenomenon. In the Slavic languages, for example, the
presence or absence of an overt case morpheme on a
noun is determined by the grammatical function of the
noun. In the Bantu languages, the presence or absence
of an overt subject pronoun is determined by the

presence or absence of an overt object pronoun.

The relationship between syntactic parameters and

functional morphology is a complex one, but it is a
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relationship that is essential for understanding the
structure of human language. By studying the role of
functional morphology in setting syntactic parameters,
we can gain a deeper understanding of the way that

languages work.

In addition to the examples above, there are many
other ways in which functional morphology can
influence syntactic parameters. For example, in some
languages, the presence or absence of an overt
complementizer can determine whether a clause is
finite or non-finite. In other languages, the presence or
absence of an overt tense morpheme can determine

whether a verb is in the present tense or the past tense.

The relationship between syntactic parameters and
functional morphology is a complex one, but it is a
relationship that is essential for understanding the
structure of human language. By studying the role of

functional morphology in setting syntactic parameters,
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we can gain a deeper understanding of the way that

languages work.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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