
The Oil Hustle

Introduction

In  the  aftermath  of  the  Great  War,  America 

experienced  an  unprecedented  surge  of  economic 

growth and prosperity. The nation's newfound wealth 

and  confidence  fueled  a  cultural  and  social 

transformation that came to be known as the Roaring 

Twenties.  It  was  a  time  of  rapid  technological 

innovation,  artistic  experimentation,  and  unbridled 

optimism.

However, beneath the glittering facade of prosperity, a 

darker  side  was  brewing.  The  unfettered  pursuit  of 

wealth and power led to  widespread corruption and 

greed, particularly in the burgeoning oil industry. This 

toxic combination would ultimately culminate in one of 

the most notorious scandals of the era: The Great Los 

Angeles Swindle.
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The central figure in this tale of deceit and deception 

was  Julian  C.  Julian,  a  charismatic  and  cunning 

entrepreneur  who  rose  from  humble  beginnings  to 

become  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  Los  Angeles. 

Through a combination of shrewd marketing, dubious 

business practices, and outright fraud, Julian managed 

to  swindle  thousands  of  investors  out  of  their  hard-

earned savings.

Julian's  scheme  preyed  upon  the  dreams  and 

aspirations of ordinary people who were lured by the 

promise of quick and easy riches. He used his charm 

and  charisma  to  convince  them  to  invest  in  his  oil 

company,  Julian  Petroleum  Corporation,  promising 

them a share in  the vast  wealth he claimed to  have 

discovered.

As  Julian's  wealth  and  influence  grew,  so  did  his 

arrogance  and  ambition.  He  expanded  his  business 

empire into other industries, including real estate and 

banking.  He also  became deeply  involved in  politics, 
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using his wealth to influence elections and curry favor 

with powerful figures.

But Julian's  empire was built  on a foundation of lies 

and deceit. His oil wells were dry, his stock prices were 

inflated, and his financial statements were riddled with 

fraud. It  was only a matter of time before the whole 

scheme came crashing down.

In  1928,  the  bubble  burst.  The  collapse  of  Julian 

Petroleum Corporation  sent  shockwaves  through Los 

Angeles and beyond. Thousands of investors lost their 

life  savings,  and  Julian  himself  was  arrested  and 

charged with  fraud.  The ensuing trial  captivated the 

nation, exposing the depths of Julian's deception and 

the  widespread  corruption  that  had  infected  the  oil 

industry.

The Great Los Angeles Swindle was a cautionary tale of 

the dangers of greed and unchecked ambition. It also 

served as a wake-up call for regulators and lawmakers, 
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leading to stricter regulations for the oil industry and 

other financial markets.

The legacy of Julian Pete, as Julian C. Julian came to be 

known,  is  a  reminder  of  the  importance  of  ethical 

business  practices,  the  need  for  investor  protection, 

and the role of government in regulating the excesses 

of capitalism.
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Book Description

In the Roaring Twenties, when America was awash in 

optimism and excess,  a  tale  of  greed,  deception,  and 

unbridled  ambition  unfolded  in  the  heart  of  Los 

Angeles. The Great Oil Hustle tells the story of Julian C. 

Julian,  a  charismatic  entrepreneur  who  rose  from 

humble  beginnings  to  become  one  of  the  wealthiest 

men in  the city,  only  to  orchestrate  one of  the most 

notorious scandals of the era.

Julian's  scheme,  known  as  the  Great  Los  Angeles 

Swindle,  preyed upon the dreams and aspirations  of 

ordinary  people.  Through  a  combination  of  shrewd 

marketing,  dubious  business  practices,  and  outright 

fraud,  he  convinced  thousands  of  investors  to  pour 

their hard-earned savings into his oil company, Julian 

Petroleum Corporation, promising them a share in the 

vast wealth he claimed to have discovered.
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As  Julian's  wealth  and  influence  grew,  so  did  his 

arrogance  and  ambition.  He  expanded  his  business 

empire into other industries, including real estate and 

banking, and became deeply involved in politics, using 

his wealth to influence elections and curry favor with 

powerful figures.

But Julian's  empire was built  on a foundation of lies 

and deceit. His oil wells were dry, his stock prices were 

inflated, and his financial statements were riddled with 

fraud. It  was only a matter of time before the whole 

scheme came crashing down.

In  1928,  the  bubble  burst.  The  collapse  of  Julian 

Petroleum Corporation  sent  shockwaves  through Los 

Angeles and beyond. Thousands of investors lost their 

life  savings,  and  Julian  himself  was  arrested  and 

charged with  fraud.  The ensuing trial  captivated the 

nation, exposing the depths of Julian's deception and 

the  widespread  corruption  that  had  infected  the  oil 

industry.
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The Great Oil Hustle is a cautionary tale of the dangers 

of  greed and unchecked ambition,  a reminder of  the 

importance of ethical business practices, the need for 

investor  protection,  and  the  role  of  government  in 

regulating the excesses of capitalism. It is a story that 

resonates  today,  in  an  era  marked  by  financial 

instability and corporate scandals.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Julian Pete

Julian C. Julian's Early Life and Education

Julian  C.  Julian,  the  man  who  would  later  become 

known as Julian Pete, was born in 1874 in a small town 

in Texas. His father was a farmer and his mother was a 

schoolteacher.  Julian grew up in a modest home and 

was  raised  with  strong  values  of  hard  work  and 

determination.

From a young age, Julian displayed an entrepreneurial 

spirit.  He  started  his  first  business,  a  newspaper 

delivery route, when he was just 12 years old. He also 

showed a keen interest in mechanics and engineering. 

After graduating from high school, Julian attended the 

University  of  Texas  at  Austin,  where  he  studied 

mechanical engineering.

Upon  graduating  from  college,  Julian  moved  to  Los 

Angeles,  California,  where he worked as an engineer 

for a local  oil  company.  He quickly rose through the 
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ranks  and  eventually  became  the  company's  chief 

engineer. In 1910, Julian left the oil company to start 

his  own  business.  He  founded  Julian  Petroleum 

Corporation,  a  small  oil  exploration  and  production 

company.

Julian's early life and education laid the foundation for 

his future success. His strong work ethic, engineering 

skills, and entrepreneurial spirit would all play a role 

in his rise to prominence in the oil industry.

The Dance of Light and Shadows

Julian C.  Julian was a man of contradictions.  He was 

intelligent and ambitious, but he was also ruthless and 

unscrupulous.  He  had  a  charismatic  personality  and 

was  able  to  charm  people  from  all  walks  of  life. 

However, he was also capable of great deception and 

manipulation.

Julian's early life was marked by poverty and hardship. 

He grew up in a small town in Texas, where he was 
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raised by a single mother. He had to work hard from a 

young age to help support his family. This experience 

taught him the value of hard work and determination.

Despite  his  humble beginnings,  Julian was ambitious 

and driven. He was determined to make something of 

himself. He studied hard in school and eventually won 

a  scholarship  to  attend  the  University  of  Texas  at 

Austin. After graduating from college, he moved to Los 

Angeles, where he worked as an engineer for a local oil 

company.

Julian was a quick learner and soon became one of the 

company's  top  engineers.  He  was  also  a  natural 

salesman and was able to convince investors to fund 

his  own  oil  exploration  company.  Julian  Petroleum 

Corporation was founded in 1910 and quickly became 

one of the most successful oil companies in California.

Julian's success was due in part to his ability to charm 

and manipulate people. He was a master of persuasion 

and could convince anyone to see things his way. He 
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also had a knack for self-promotion and was always in 

the news, touting his latest successes.

However,  Julian's  success  was  also  built  on  a 

foundation of lies and deception. He exaggerated the 

value  of  his  oil  properties  and  sold  stock  in  his 

company at inflated prices. He also used his influence 

to manipulate the stock market and drive up the price 

of Julian Petroleum stock.

Julian's  schemes  eventually  caught  up  with  him.  In 

1928,  the stock market crashed and Julian Petroleum 

Corporation  went  bankrupt.  Julian  was  arrested  and 

charged with fraud. He was convicted and sentenced to 

prison.

Julian C. Julian was a complex and controversial figure. 

He  was  a  brilliant  businessman  who  achieved  great 

success,  but  he  was  also  a  con  man  who  defrauded 

investors  out  of  millions  of  dollars.  His  story  is  a 

cautionary  tale  about  the  dangers  of  greed  and 

ambition.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Julian Pete

Julian's Entry into the Oil Industry

In the early 1900s, Julian C. Julian was a young man 

with a  dream. He had grown up in poverty in rural 

Oklahoma, but he was determined to make something 

of himself. He left home at a young age and worked his 

way  through college,  eventually  earning  a  degree  in 

engineering.

After graduation, Julian got a job as a draftsman for an 

oil company in Tulsa. He quickly learned the ropes of 

the business and soon became a skilled wildcatter. In 

1914, he struck oil on a lease in Oklahoma, making his 

first fortune.

Julian used his newfound wealth to start his own oil 

company,  Julian  Petroleum  Corporation.  He  was  a 

shrewd businessman with a knack for marketing and 

promotion. He also had a gift for gab and could easily 

convince people to invest in his company.
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Julian's timing was impeccable. The United States was 

in  the  midst  of  an oil  boom,  and Julian was  able  to 

capitalize  on  the  growing  demand  for  petroleum 

products.  He  drilled  wells  in  Oklahoma,  Texas,  and 

California, and his company quickly became one of the 

largest independent oil producers in the country.

Julian's  success  made  him  a  wealthy  man  and  a 

prominent figure in the oil industry. He was known for 

his  lavish  lifestyle  and his  philanthropy.  He donated 

large sums of  money to hospitals,  schools,  and other 

charitable  organizations.  He  was  also  a  generous 

contributor  to  political  campaigns,  both  Democratic 

and Republican.

Julian's rise to prominence was meteoric, but it would 

not last. His empire was built on a foundation of lies 

and deceit, and it would soon come crashing down.

The Dance of Light and Shadows
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Julian C. Julian was a complex and contradictory figure. 

He was  a  brilliant  businessman with  a  keen eye  for 

opportunity. He was also a ruthless and dishonest man 

who would stop at nothing to achieve his goals.

Julian's  success  was  due  in  part  to  his  charm  and 

charisma. He was a gifted salesman who could easily 

win people over with his smooth talking and confident 

demeanor. He was also a master of self-promotion, and 

he used the media to create a larger-than-life persona.

But  beneath  Julian's  polished  exterior  lurked  a  dark 

side. He was a ruthless businessman who was willing 

to cut corners and break the law to get ahead. He was 

also a pathological liar who would say anything to get 

what he wanted.

Julian's  duplicity  eventually  caught  up  with  him.  In 

1928, his oil empire collapsed, and he was arrested and 

charged with fraud. Julian's trial was a sensation, and it 

captivated the nation. He was eventually convicted and 

sentenced to prison.
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Julian  C.  Julian  died  in  prison  in  1938.  He  was  a 

cautionary tale of the dangers of greed and unchecked 

ambition. He also left behind a legacy of distrust and 

disillusionment that would haunt the oil  industry for 

decades to come.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Julian Pete

The  Founding  of  Julian  Petroleum 

Corporation

In  the heart  of  the Roaring Twenties,  when America 

was pulsating with unbridled optimism and dreams of 

boundless prosperity,  Julian C.  Julian embarked on a 

venture that would forever etch his name in the annals 

of  infamy:  the  founding  of  Julian  Petroleum 

Corporation. With a shrewd business acumen and an 

unwavering belief in his own invincibility, Julian set in 

motion  a  scheme  that  would  swindle  thousands  of 

investors out of their hard-earned savings.

Julian's journey into the world of oil began in the early 

1920s.  He  recognized  the  immense  potential  of  this 

burgeoning industry, fueled by the nation's insatiable 

thirst for energy. With limited resources but boundless 

ambition,  Julian  established  Julian  Petroleum 

Corporation in 1923. The company's headquarters were 
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set  up  in  Los  Angeles,  a  city  experiencing  an 

unprecedented  economic  boom  and  a  rapidly 

expanding population.

Julian's  initial  strategy  was  to  acquire  land  in  areas 

where oil was known to exist. He targeted properties 

with a history of oil production or promising geological 

formations.  To  raise  capital  for  these  acquisitions, 

Julian  employed  a  combination  of  personal  savings, 

bank  loans,  and  investments  from  a  small  group  of 

wealthy associates.

As  Julian  Petroleum  Corporation  grew,  Julian's 

reputation as  a  savvy oilman spread throughout  Los 

Angeles.  He  cultivated  an  image  of  success  and 

charisma,  projecting  an  aura  of  confidence  that 

inspired trust and admiration. Julian became a fixture 

at  industry events and social  gatherings,  hobnobbing 

with  influential  figures  from the  worlds  of  business, 

politics, and entertainment.
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With  his  newfound  prominence,  Julian  was  able  to 

attract  a  wider  pool  of  investors.  He  launched 

aggressive  marketing campaigns,  promising investors 

the opportunity to share in the vast wealth he claimed 

to have discovered. Julian's sales pitch was alluring: he 

presented  himself  as  a  visionary  leader  who  had 

unlocked the secrets of the oil industry. He promised 

quick  and  easy  returns,  exploiting  the  widespread 

desire for financial success that permeated the Roaring 

Twenties.

The founding of  Julian Petroleum Corporation was a 

pivotal moment in Julian's rise to power. It marked the 

beginning of his elaborate scheme to defraud investors 

and  manipulate  the  oil  market.  Julian's  charisma, 

cunning,  and  unscrupulous  business  practices  would 

ultimately  lead  to  the  downfall  of  his  empire  and 

expose  the  rampant  corruption  that  plagued  the  oil 

industry during that era.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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