The Persistence of Conquest:
Hegemony and Resistance in a

Globalized Era

Introduction

The world we live in today is shaped by centuries of
conquest, colonization, and exploitation. From the
European empires of the past to the globalized
neoliberal order of the present, power has been
concentrated in the hands of a few wealthy nations at
the expense of the majority of the world's population.
The consequences of this global power imbalance are
vast and devastating: poverty, inequality,

environmental degradation, and conflict.

In this book, we will explore the persistence of
conquest in the modern world, examining the

historical roots of global inequality and the ongoing
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struggles for justice and liberation. We will investigate
the role of economic, political, and cultural factors in
maintaining structures of domination and exploitation,
and we will consider the strategies and movements
that are challenging these structures and working

towards a more just and equitable world.

The book is divided into ten chapters, each focusing on
a different aspect of the global power matrix. We will
begin by examining the changing nature of hegemony
in the 21st century, and we will consider the challenges
to U.S. dominance posed by rising powers such as
China and India. We will then turn our attention to the
economic realm, exploring the neoliberal order and its

impact on the Global South.

We will also examine the role of cultural hegemony in
shaping global narratives and identities, and we will
consider the ways in which cultural resistance can
challenge dominant ideologies. The book will also

address the environmental crisis, exploring the links



between capitalism, imperialism, and ecological
destruction. We will consider the impact of climate
change on vulnerable communities and the imperative

for a just and sustainable future.

In addition, we will examine the global security
apparatus, including the military-industrial complex,
the arms trade, and the war on terror. We will consider
the erosion of civil liberties in the name of security and
the need for disarmament and peacebuilding. We will
also explore the struggle for human rights and social
justice in a globalized world, examining the plight of
refugees and migrants, the struggle for gender equality,

and the rights of indigenous peoples.

Finally, the book will consider the future of global
governance, exploring the need for democratic reforms
to international institutions and the role of global civil
society in promoting peace and justice. We will also

consider the strategies and movements that are



working to build a more just and sustainable world

order.



Book Description

In a world shaped by centuries of conquest,
colonization, and exploitation, this book explores the
persistence of conquest in the modern era and the

ongoing struggles for justice and liberation.

Through ten thought-provoking chapters, the book
examines the historical roots of global inequality, the
role of economic, political, and cultural factors in
maintaining structures of domination and exploitation,
and the strategies and movements that are challenging
these structures and working towards a more just and

equitable world.

From the shifting dynamics of global hegemony to the
devastating impact of neoliberalism on the Global
South, the book delves into the complex interplay of
power, inequality, and resistance. It explores the role of

cultural hegemony in shaping global narratives and



identities, and the ways in which cultural resistance

can challenge dominant ideologies.

The book also addresses the urgent environmental
crisis, linking capitalism, imperialism, and ecological
destruction. It examines the impact of climate change
on vulnerable communities and the imperative for a

just and sustainable future.

Furthermore, the book investigates the global security
apparatus, including the military-industrial complex,
the arms trade, and the war on terror. It exposes the
erosion of civil liberties in the name of security and
makes a compelling case for disarmament and

peacebuilding.

Finally, the book explores the struggle for human rights
and social justice in a globalized world, examining the
plight of refugees and migrants, the struggle for gender
equality, and the rights of indigenous peoples. It
considers the future of global governance, emphasizing
the need for democratic reforms to international
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institutions and the role of global civil society in

promoting peace and justice.

With its comprehensive analysis, this book provides a
crucial understanding of the challenges facing our
world today and offers a vision of a more just and

sustainable future.



Chapter 1: The Global Power Matrix

Hegemonic Power in the 21st Century

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the United States
emerged as the world's sole superpower. This unipolar
moment, however, was short-lived. The rise of China
and other emerging powers has challenged U.S.
dominance and created a more multipolar global

order.

The 21st century is characterized by a shift from
traditional military and economic power to a more
complex and interconnected form of power. This new
form of power, often referred to as "hegemony," is
based on a combination of economic, political, cultural,

and ideological factors.

The United States remains the world's leading
economic power, but its share of global GDP has been
declining in recent years. China is rapidly catching up

and is projected to surpass the United States as the

8



world's largest economy by 2030. Other emerging
powers, such as India, Brazil, and Russia, are also

growing in economic strength.

The United States also has a significant military
advantage over other countries. It spends more on its
military than the next ten countries combined.
However, the United States’ military power is
increasingly being challenged by new technologies,

such as cyber weapons and drones.

In addition to its economic and military power, the
United States also has a strong cultural and ideological
influence around the world. Hollywood movies,
American television shows, and American music are
consumed by people all over the globe. This gives the
United States a powerful platform to shape global

narratives and values.

However, the United States' hegemonic power is not
absolute. There are a number of factors that are

challenging U.S. dominance. These include the rise of
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China, the growing interconnectedness of the global
economy, and the increasing awareness of global

inequality.

The rise of China is perhaps the most significant
challenge to U.S. hegemony. China is rapidly becoming
a major economic and military power. It is also
increasingly assertive in its foreign policy. China's
growing power is likely to lead to increased
competition and conflict with the United States in the

years to come.

The growing interconnectedness of the global economy
is also challenging U.S. hegemony. In the past, the
United States could use its economic power to coerce
other countries into doing its bidding. However, the
global economy is now so interconnected that the
United States is increasingly dependent on other
countries for its own economic prosperity. This makes
it more difficult for the United States to use its

economic power to bully other countries.
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Finally, the increasing awareness of global inequality is
also challenging U.S. hegemony. People all over the
world are becoming more aware of the vast disparities
in wealth and power between the Global North and the
Global South. This is leading to growing demands for a

more just and equitable global order.

The United States is facing a number of challenges to its
hegemonic power. The rise of China, the growing
interconnectedness of the global economy, and the
increasing awareness of global inequality are all
factors that are undermining U.S. dominance. It
remains to be seen how the United States will respond

to these challenges.
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Chapter 1: The Global Power Matrix

Shifting Alliances and Rivalries

The global power matrix is in a state of constant flux,
with alliances shifting and rivalries emerging and
fading. In the post-Cold War era, the United States
emerged as the sole superpower, but its dominance is
increasingly being challenged by rising powers such as

China and India.

China, in particular, has been rapidly expanding its
economic and military power, and it is now seen as a
major challenger to U.S. hegemony. China's Belt and
Road Initiative, a massive infrastructure project that
aims to connect China with Europe and Africa, is seen
as a way for China to project its power and influence

around the world.

India, too, is a rising power with a growing economy
and military. India has traditionally been close to the

United States, but it is also developing closer ties with
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China and Russia. India's strategic location in the
Indian Ocean makes it a key player in the region, and it
is likely to play a more important role in global affairs

in the years to come.

The shifting balance of power is also leading to new
rivalries. The United States and China are increasingly
competing for influence in the Asia-Pacific region, and
there is concern that this rivalry could lead to conflict.
Russia, too, is a major player in the region, and it is

seeking to expand its sphere of influence.

The Middle East is another region where shifting
alliances and rivalries are playing out. The rise of Iran
as a regional power has led to tensions with Saudi
Arabia and its allies. The ongoing conflict in Syria has
drawn in a number of regional and international
actors, and it is a major source of instability in the

region.

The shifting global power matrix is a complex and

challenging issue. It is a source of both opportunity and
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danger. On the one hand, it creates the potential for
new cooperation and collaboration. On the other hand,

it also increases the risk of conflict and instability.

It is important to understand the shifting global power
matrix in order to make informed decisions about how
to respond to it. We need to be able to identify the key
players and their interests, and we need to be able to
anticipate potential conflicts and crises. Only then can
we hope to build a more peaceful and prosperous

world.
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Chapter 1: The Global Power Matrix

The Rise of Non-State Actors

In the complex landscape of global politics, non-state
actors have emerged as significant players, challenging
traditional notions of power and authority. These
diverse entities, ranging from multinational
corporations to international NGOs, armed groups to
social movements, wield considerable influence and

impact on the global stage.

One of the most prominent non-state actors is the
multinational corporation. With vast economic
resources and global reach, these corporations have
become major economic and political forces. They can
shape government policies, influence public opinion,

and even act as private armies in conflict zones.

Another influential non-state actor is the international
non-governmental organization (INGO). INGOs operate

across borders, providing humanitarian aid, promoting
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human rights, and advocating for social and
environmental justice. They play a vital role in
addressing global challenges, often filling gaps left by

governments and intergovernmental organizations.

Armed groups, ranging from terrorist organizations to
rebel movements, also exert significant influence in
global affairs. These groups can disrupt regional
stability, challenge state authority, and even pose a

threat to international security.

Finally, social movements, driven by collective action
and shared values, have become powerful forces for
change. From the environmental movement to the
women's rights movement, social movements have
raised awareness of critical issues, influenced public
opinion, and pressured governments to adopt

progressive policies.

The rise of non-state actors has both positive and
negative implications for global governance. On the

one hand, these actors can provide innovative solutions
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to complex problems, hold governments accountable,
and promote democratic values. On the other hand,
they can also undermine state sovereignty, challenge

the rule of law, and exacerbate conflict.

Navigating the complex interactions between state and
non-state actors is a critical challenge for global
governance. Finding ways to harness the potential
benefits of non-state actors while mitigating their
negative effects is essential for building a more just and

sustainable world.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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