
A New Course of England's History

Introduction

The Wars of the Roses was a series of civil wars fought 

in England from 1455 to 1485. The wars were fought 

between the House of Lancaster and the House of York, 

two  rival  branches  of  the  English  royal  family.  The 

wars were caused by a number of factors, including the 

weakness  of  the  Lancastrian  king,  Henry  VI,  the 

ambitions  of  the  Yorkist  claimant  to  the  throne, 

Richard, Duke of York, and the political instability of 

the English government.

The  Wars  of  the  Roses  had  a  profound  impact  on 

English history. The wars led to the deaths of thousands 

of  people,  the  destruction  of  much  of  the  English 

countryside,  and  the  weakening  of  the  English 

monarchy. The wars also led to the rise of the Tudor 

dynasty, which would rule England for over a century.
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The Wars of the Roses have been the subject of much 

historical study. However, there is still much that we do 

not  know about  the  wars.  In  this  book,  Pasquale  De 

Marco  explores  the  Wars  of  the  Roses  from  a  new 

perspective.  Pasquale  De  Marco  examines  the  social, 

political, and economic factors that led to the wars, and 

he provides a fresh interpretation of the events of the 

wars.

Pasquale De Marco argues that the Wars of the Roses 

were not simply a series of dynastic struggles. Rather, 

the wars were a complex conflict that was rooted in the 

social and political changes that were taking place in 

England in the 15th century.  These changes included 

the decline of the feudal system, the rise of the gentry, 

and the growth of the English economy.

Pasquale  De Marco also  argues  that  the Wars  of  the 

Roses had a profound impact on the development of 

English society. The wars led to the rise of a new social 
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order,  and  they  helped  to  shape  the  political  and 

religious landscape of England.

Pasquale De Marco's book is a major new contribution 

to the study of the Wars of the Roses. It is a work of 

original  scholarship  that  provides  a  fresh 

interpretation of one of the most important events in 

English history.
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Book Description

A New Course of England's History is  a major new 

contribution to the study of the Wars of the Roses. It is 

a  work  of  original  scholarship  that  provides  a  fresh 

interpretation of one of the most important events in 

English history.

Pasquale De Marco argues that the Wars of the Roses 

were not simply a series of dynastic struggles. Rather, 

the wars were a complex conflict that was rooted in the 

social and political changes that were taking place in 

England in the 15th century.  These changes included 

the decline of the feudal system, the rise of the gentry, 

and the growth of the English economy.

Pasquale  De Marco also  argues  that  the Wars  of  the 

Roses had a profound impact on the development of 

English society. The wars led to the rise of a new social 

order,  and  they  helped  to  shape  the  political  and 

religious landscape of England.
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A New Course of England's History is divided into ten 

chapters. The first chapter provides an overview of the 

causes of  the Wars of  the Roses.  The second chapter 

examines the military campaigns of the wars. The third 

chapter discusses the political and social impact of the 

wars. The fourth chapter explores the religious impact 

of the wars. The fifth chapter examines the economic 

impact  of  the  wars.  The  sixth  chapter  discusses  the 

cultural  impact  of  the  wars.  The  seventh  chapter 

examines  the  impact  of  the  wars  on  the  English 

monarchy. The eighth chapter explores the impact of 

the wars on the English Parliament. The ninth chapter 

examines  the  impact  of  the  wars  on  the  English 

nobility. The tenth chapter provides a conclusion to the 

book.

A  New  Course  of  England's  History is  a  valuable 

resource for anyone who is interested in the Wars of 

the Roses. It is a well-written and informative book that 

provides  a  fresh  interpretation  of  one  of  the  most 

important events in English history. 
5



Chapter 1: The Roots of Conflict

1. The Rival Houses of York and Lancaster

The Wars of the Roses was a series of civil wars fought 

in England from 1455 to 1485. The wars were fought 

between the House of Lancaster and the House of York, 

two  rival  branches  of  the  English  royal  family.  The 

rivalry  between  the  two  houses  began  in  the  14th 

century,  when John of Gaunt,  the Duke of Lancaster, 

claimed  the  English  throne  after  the  death  of  his 

cousin,  Richard  II.  John's  claim  was  based  on  his 

descent from Henry III, the grandfather of Richard II. 

However,  the  English  Parliament  declared  Richard's 

cousin, Henry IV, to be the rightful king. Henry IV was 

the son of John of Gaunt's younger brother, Edmund of 

Langley, Duke of York.

The  rivalry  between  the  two  houses  continued 

throughout  the  15th  century.  In  1455,  the  Yorkist 

claimant to the throne, Richard, Duke of York, rebelled 

6



against  the  Lancastrian  king,  Henry  VI.  Richard 

claimed  that  he  was  the  rightful  king,  as  he  was 

descended from Lionel of Antwerp, the second son of 

Edward  III.  Henry  VI  was  descended  from  John  of 

Gaunt, the third son of Edward III.

The  Yorkist  rebellion  was  successful,  and  Richard 

became king in 1460. However, Henry VI's supporters 

continued to fight against the Yorkists, and the Wars of 

the Roses continued until 1485, when Henry Tudor, the 

Earl of Richmond, defeated Richard III at the Battle of 

Bosworth Field. Henry Tudor became king and founded 

the Tudor dynasty.

The Wars  of  the  Roses  were a  complex conflict,  and 

there  were  many  factors  that  contributed  to  the 

outbreak of the wars. However, the rivalry between the 

House of Lancaster and the House of York was one of 

the most important factors. The two houses were both 

descended  from  Edward  III,  and  they  both  believed 

that they had a legitimate claim to the English throne. 
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This rivalry led to a series of civil wars that would have 

a profound impact on the history of England.

The Wars of  the Roses were a time of great political 

instability. The country was divided between the two 

rival houses, and there was no clear successor to the 

throne. This instability led to a breakdown of law and 

order,  and the country was plagued by violence and 

disorder.  The wars also had a devastating impact  on 

the English economy. The fighting destroyed much of 

the  country's  infrastructure,  and  the  economy  was 

disrupted by the constant warfare.

The Wars of the Roses were a turning point in English 

history.  The  wars  led  to  the  end  of  the  Plantagenet 

dynasty and the rise of the Tudor dynasty. The Tudor 

dynasty would rule England for over a century, and it 

would  preside  over  a  period  of  great  economic  and 

political stability.
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Chapter 1: The Roots of Conflict

2. The Weaknesses of Henry VI

Henry VI was a weak and ineffective king. He was not 

interested in the affairs of government, and he left the 

running of  the country to  his  advisors.  This  led to  a 

great deal of corruption and mismanagement.

Henry was also a very pious man, and he spent much 

of his time in prayer and meditation. This made him 

seem out of touch with the needs of his people.

In  addition,  Henry was not  a  very strong leader.  He 

was easily swayed by his advisors, and he often made 

decisions  that  were  not  in  the  best  interests  of  the 

country.

Henry's  weaknesses  led  to  a  great  deal  of  unrest  in 

England. The nobles were unhappy with his rule, and 

they began to plot against him. This led to the outbreak 

of the Wars of the Roses, which lasted for over thirty 

years.
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Henry's  weaknesses  also  made  him  vulnerable  to 

attack  from  foreign  powers.  In  1453,  the  French 

invaded England and captured the port of Calais. This 

was a major blow to Henry's  prestige,  and it  further 

weakened his position.

Henry's reign was a disaster for England. His weakness 

and indecisiveness led to the outbreak of the Wars of 

the Roses, and his inability to defend the country from 

foreign invasion led to the loss of Calais. Henry's reign 

is a reminder of the importance of strong and effective 

leadership.

Henry's weaknesses can be attributed to a number of 

factors. He was born into a dysfunctional family, and 

his father was a weak and ineffective king. Henry was 

also sickly and deformed, which made him a target of 

ridicule.  In  addition,  Henry  was  not  very  intelligent, 

and he was easily manipulated by his advisors.

Henry's  weaknesses  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

course of English history. They led to the outbreak of 
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the Wars of  the Roses,  which devastated the country 

and weakened the monarchy. They also made England 

vulnerable  to  attack  from  foreign  powers.  Henry's 

reign is  a  reminder of  the importance of  strong and 

effective leadership.
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Chapter 1: The Roots of Conflict

3. The Ambitions of Richard, Duke of York

Richard, Duke of York, was one of the most powerful 

men  in  England  during  the  15th  century.  He  was  a 

direct  descendant  of  King  Edward  III,  and  he  had  a 

strong  claim  to  the  English  throne.  York  was  also  a 

skilled military leader and a charismatic politician.

York's ambitions were first revealed in 1452, when he 

led a rebellion against King Henry VI. York's rebellion 

was unsuccessful, but it showed that he was a serious 

threat to the Lancastrian monarchy.

In  1455,  York  renewed  his  claim  to  the  throne.  He 

gathered an army and marched on London. Henry VI's 

forces  were defeated at  the Battle  of  St.  Albans,  and 

York became the de facto ruler of England.

York's  rule was short-lived.  In 1459,  Henry VI's  wife, 

Margaret of  Anjou,  returned to England with a fresh 
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army.  York's  forces  were  defeated  at  the  Battle  of 

Wakefield, and York himself was killed.

York's death did not end his claim to the throne. His 

son, Edward, Earl of March, continued to fight for the 

Yorkist  cause.  In  1461,  Edward  defeated  Henry  VI's 

forces at  the Battle  of  Towton.  Edward was crowned 

King Edward IV, and the Wars of the Roses began.

Richard, Duke of York, was a complex and ambitious 

man. He was a skilled military leader and a charismatic 

politician. York's ambitions led to the outbreak of the 

Wars of the Roses, which would devastate England for 

decades to come.

Paragraph 2

Richard, Duke of York, was born in 1411. He was the 

son of Richard of Conisburgh, 3rd Earl of Cambridge, 

and Anne de Mortimer. York's father was executed for 

treason  in  1415,  and  York  himself  was  imprisoned. 
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York was released from prison in 1425, and he quickly 

became a prominent figure in English politics.

York  was  a  skilled  military  leader.  He  fought  in  the 

Hundred Years' War, and he distinguished himself at 

the  Battle  of  Agincourt.  York  was  also  a  charismatic 

politician. He was popular with the English people, and 

he had a strong following in Parliament.

Paragraph 3

York's ambitions first became apparent in 1452, when 

he  led  a  rebellion  against  King  Henry  VI.  York's 

rebellion was unsuccessful, but it showed that he was a 

serious threat to the Lancastrian monarchy.

In  1455,  York  renewed  his  claim  to  the  throne.  He 

gathered an army and marched on London. Henry VI's 

forces  were defeated at  the Battle  of  St.  Albans,  and 

York became the de facto ruler of England.

14



Paragraph 4

York's  rule was short-lived.  In 1459,  Henry VI's  wife, 

Margaret of  Anjou,  returned to England with a fresh 

army.  York's  forces  were  defeated  at  the  Battle  of 

Wakefield, and York himself was killed.

York's death did not end his claim to the throne. His 

son, Edward, Earl of March, continued to fight for the 

Yorkist  cause.  In  1461,  Edward  defeated  Henry  VI's 

forces at  the Battle  of  Towton.  Edward was crowned 

King Edward IV, and the Wars of the Roses began.

Paragraph 5

Richard, Duke of York, was a complex and ambitious 

man. He was a skilled military leader and a charismatic 

politician. York's ambitions led to the outbreak of the 

Wars of the Roses, which would devastate England for 

decades to come.
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Paragraph 6

York's legacy is complex. He was a ambitious man who 

helped to bring about the Wars of the Roses. However, 

he  was  also  a  skilled  military  leader  and  a  popular 

politician. York's life and career are a reminder of the 

complex and turbulent times in which he lived.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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