
Under Deck

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco, as an American citizen who often 

travels  by plane for  long distances,  I've always been 

fascinated when looking out the window to see large 

cargo and passenger  ships  crossing the vast  expanse 

below. In the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, I wondered, 

what would it be like to live on one of those ships?

I've had the opportunity to travel on a few of the large 

passenger cruise ships, but that wasn't the same thing 

at all. Those were just pleasure cruises, on which I've 

had to deal with the "riffraff" of average vacationing 

people. I wanted to experience what it would be like to 

work on a ship, as part of the crew, sailing the Atlantic. 

Seeing the world, learning a new trade, working hard 

for  a  living,  the  allure  of  adventure,  those  were  the 

things attracting me to try a life at sea.
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However, reality kicked in. I knew that I wouldn't be 

walking  through  the  halls  of  the  ship  in  a  white 

uniform, directing the crew and passengers to safety in 

case  of  an  emergency.  I  had  no  experience  in  the 

maritime industry, and I wasn't trained in firefighting 

or lifeboat procedures. In fact,  I  don't think I've ever 

even tied a knot before.

I knew that I had a lot to learn.

When I was able to get my foot in the door, my first job 

was as a deckhand on a small cargo ship. This was not 

the grand ocean liner I had envisioned in my dreams. 

The ship was old and rusty, and the work was hard.

I spent my days scrubbing decks, painting railings, and 

loading and unloading cargo. It wasn't glamorous, but 

it  was  honest  work.  Not  the  sort  of  work  I  had 

envisioned though. Very different from the grandeur of 

a cruise ship or an ocean liner.
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I learned a lot about the maritime industry during my 

time as a deckhand. I learned about the different types 

of ships, the different types of cargo, and the different 

routes  that  ships  travel.  I  also  learned  about  the 

challenges of working at sea.

The work was hard, the hours were long, and the pay 

was low. However, nothing could dampen my spirits. I 

was living my dream. I was working on a ship, sailing 

the Atlantic.

I  eventually  worked my way up to  become a bosun, 

and then a first mate. I've sailed on all sorts of ships, 

from small cargo ships to large passenger liners.  I've 

seen the world, and I've learned a lot about myself.

Working  at  sea  has  been  a  life-changing  experience. 

I've  learned the  value  of  hard  work,  teamwork,  and 

resilience.  I've  also  learned  the  importance  of  being 

adaptable and resourceful. I've learned that anything is 

possible if you set your mind to it.
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I'm grateful for the opportunity to have worked at sea. 

It's been an amazing journey, and I wouldn't trade it 

for anything.
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Book Description

Under Deck is a comprehensive guide to the world of 

seafaring.  From  the  history  of  seafaring  to  the 

challenges of  leadership,  this  book covers everything 

you need to know about life at sea.

Whether you're a seasoned sailor or just dreaming of 

setting sail, this book has something for you.

In Under Deck, you'll learn about:

 The different types of ships

 The different types of cargo

 The different routes that ships travel

 The challenges of working at sea

 The rewards of seafaring

 The legacy of seafaring

This book is packed with information and insights from 

Pasquale De Marco, a lifelong sailor who has worked 
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on all  sorts  of  ships,  from small  cargo ships to large 

passenger liners.

If you're looking for a book that will give you a deep 

understanding of  the world of  seafaring,  then Under 

Deck is the book for you.

Under Deck is a must-read for anyone who is interested 

in the sea. It is a valuable resource for sailors, maritime 

professionals,  and  anyone  who  is  curious  about  the 

world of seafaring.

This book is well-written and engaging. It is a pleasure 

to  read.  I  highly  recommend  Under  Deck  to  anyone 

who is interested in the sea.
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Chapter  1:  Embarking  on  a  Seafaring 

Adventure

Joining the Crew

There are many different ways to join the crew of a 

ship. Some people start out as deckhands, while others 

work their way up from the engine room or the galley. 

There is no one right way to do it, but there are a few 

things that you need to keep in mind.

First,  you  need  to  have  the  right  qualifications.  This 

means having a valid passport, a seaman's book, and a 

medical  certificate.  You may also need to have some 

experience working on ships, or you may need to take 

a training course.

Once  you  have  the  right  qualifications,  you  need  to 

start  networking.  Talk  to  people  who  work  in  the 

maritime  industry,  and  let  them  know  that  you  are 

looking  for  a  job.  Attend  industry  events,  and  join 

online forums and discussion groups.
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When you find a job, you will need to sign a contract. 

This  contract  will  specify  your duties,  your pay,  and 

your  benefits.  It  is  important  to  read  the  contract 

carefully before you sign it.

Once you have signed a contract, you will be ready to 

start working on your ship. You will need to report to 

the ship on time, and you will need to be prepared to 

work hard. However, if you are prepared to put in the 

work, you will be able to have a successful career in the 

maritime industry.

Here are some tips for joining the crew of a ship:

 Start by networking with people who work in the 

maritime industry.

 Attend industry events,  and join online forums 

and discussion groups.

 Get  the  right  qualifications,  such  as  a  valid 

passport,  a  seaman's  book,  and  a  medical 

certificate.

 Be prepared to work hard and to follow orders.
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 Be adaptable and willing to learn new things.

If you are passionate about the sea and you are willing 

to work hard, then a career in the maritime industry 

may be right for you.
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Chapter  1:  Embarking  on  a  Seafaring 

Adventure

Leaving Home and Family

It  was a bittersweet moment when I said goodbye to 

my family and friends. I was excited to start my new 

adventure at sea, but I was also sad to leave everything 

I knew behind.

I had always dreamed of working on a ship and sailing 

the open seas. It was a dream that had been with me 

since I was a child. I loved reading stories about pirates 

and explorers,  and I  dreamed of one day having my 

own adventures.

As I stood on the deck of the ship, waving goodbye to 

my family and friends, I felt a mix of emotions. I was 

excited, but I was also nervous. I didn't know what the 

future held, but I was ready to embrace it.
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The ship pulled away from the dock, and I watched as 

the shoreline slowly disappeared. I knew that I would 

be  gone  for  a  long  time,  but  I  was  confident  that  I 

would make the most of my time at sea.

I spent the first few days of the voyage getting to know 

my  new  shipmates.  They  were  a  diverse  group  of 

people from all  over the world.  I  learned a lot  from 

them about different cultures and ways of life.

I also learned a lot about the ship itself. It was a large 

cargo  ship,  and  I  was  amazed  by  its  size  and 

complexity. I spent hours exploring the ship, learning 

about its different parts and how it worked.

I was eager to start working, and I quickly learned the 

ropes. I started out as a deckhand, but I soon worked 

my way up to become a bosun. I was responsible for a 

team  of  deckhands,  and  I  oversaw  the  loading  and 

unloading of cargo.
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The work was hard, but I enjoyed it. I loved being at 

sea,  and  I  loved  the  sense  of  accomplishment  I  felt 

when I completed a task.

I  also enjoyed the camaraderie of  my shipmates.  We 

worked together as a team, and we always had each 

other's backs. I knew that I could count on them, and 

they knew that they could count on me.

I  was proud to be a member of the crew, and I  was 

grateful for the opportunity to work on a ship. It was a 

dream come true.
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Chapter  1:  Embarking  on  a  Seafaring 

Adventure

Facing New Challenges

Embarking  on  a  seafaring  adventure  is  an  exciting 

prospect,  but  it  also  comes  with  its  fair  share  of 

challenges.  For  Pasquale  De  Marco,  these  challenges 

began the moment he stepped aboard the ship.

The first challenge he faced was learning the ropes. He 

had never worked on a ship before, and he had no idea 

how to do most of the tasks that were required of him. 

In addition to learning the ropes of seamanship, he also 

had to learn the customs and traditions of the ship. This 

was a challenge in itself since some of these customs 

dated back centuries.

Pasquale De Marco also had to deal with the physical 

challenges of working at sea. The work was hard, and 

the  hours  were  long.  He  often  had  to  work  in 

dangerous conditions, such as in high winds or heavy 
13



seas. He also had to be prepared to work long hours 

without a break.

In  addition  to  the  physical  challenges,  Pasquale  De 

Marco  also  had  to  deal  with  the  psychological 

challenges of  working at  sea.  He was away from his 

family  and  friends  for  long  periods  of  time,  and  he 

often felt isolated and alone. He also had to deal with 

the stress of being responsible for the safety of others.

Despite the challenges, Pasquale De Marco persevered. 

He learned the ropes of seamanship, and he adapted to 

the customs and traditions of the ship. He also learned 

to deal with the physical and psychological challenges 

of working at sea.

The challenges  that  Pasquale  De Marco faced during 

his  seafaring  adventure  helped  him  to  grow  as  a 

person.  He  learned  the  value  of  hard  work, 

perseverance,  and  resilience.  He  also  learned  the 

importance  of  teamwork  and  camaraderie.  The 

14



challenges  he  faced  made  him  a  stronger  and  more 

capable person.

In addition to the challenges listed above, Pasquale De 

Marco also faced the challenge of boredom. There were 

often long periods of time when there was nothing to 

do but stare out at the ocean. Pasquale De Marco found 

ways to occupy his time, such as reading, writing, and 

learning new skills.  However, boredom was always a 

challenge, especially during long voyages.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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