
The Music of Melancholy

Introduction

In the tapestry of human experience, music weaves its 

threads  like  a  vibrant  thread,  connecting  hearts  and 

souls  across  time and space.  Among the  instruments 

that orchestrate this symphony of emotions, the piano 

stands as a timeless masterpiece, captivating audiences 

with its versatile voice and enchanting melodies.

Within  the  heart  of  Paris,  nestled  amidst  the 

cobblestone streets and hidden courtyards of the Latin 

Quarter,  lies  a  sanctuary  for  music  lovers  and 

dreamers  alike.  Desforges  Pianos,  an  unassuming 

atelier  with  an  air  of  mystique,  beckons  the  curious 

and  the  passionate  into  its  embrace.  It  is  here, 

surrounded by the whispers of history and the gentle 

caress of music, that our story begins.
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Thaddeus  Carhart,  an  American  expat  drawn  to  the 

charm and allure of the City of Light, stumbles upon 

this hidden gem. Intrigued by its enigmatic facade, he 

embarks  on  a  quest  to  uncover  the  secrets  that  lie 

within. Through a chance encounter, he gains entry to 

the atelier, a haven where time seems to stand still and 

the music of the ages echoes through the air.

Luc,  the  enigmatic  proprietor  of  Desforges  Pianos, 

becomes  Thad's  guide  through this  realm of  musical 

wonders.  A  master  craftsman  and  storyteller,  Luc 

unveils the rich history of the piano, from its humble 

origins  to  its  ascent  as  the  instrument  of  kings  and 

commoners alike. He weaves tales of legendary pianists 

and  their  cherished  instruments,  tales  of  passion, 

triumph, and heartbreak.

As  Thad  delves  deeper  into  the  world  of  pianos,  he 

discovers  a  community  of  kindred  spirits,  united  by 

their  love  for  music  and  their  reverence  for  this 

extraordinary  instrument.  The  Friday  night  salon,  a 
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weekly  gathering  held  within  the  atelier,  becomes  a 

sanctuary where music flows like wine, conversations 

intertwine like melodies,  and the boundaries of  time 

dissolve.

In this magical space, Thad embarks on a journey of 

self-discovery,  unearthing  hidden  depths  of  emotion 

and  understanding.  He  learns  the  language  of  the 

piano,  a  language of  joy and sorrow,  of  longing and 

hope, a language that speaks to the human soul in a 

way that words cannot.
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Book Description

In the heart of Paris, among the winding streets of the 

Latin Quarter, lies a hidden gem: Desforges Pianos, an 

unassuming atelier with an air of mystique. Within its 

walls,  a  sanctuary  for  music  lovers  and  dreamers 

awaits, where the magic of the piano unfolds.

Step inside and be transported to a realm where time 

stands still and the music of the ages echoes through 

the air.  Luc,  the enigmatic  proprietor,  welcomes you 

into his world, a realm of musical wonders and untold 

stories.  As  he  unveils  the  rich  history  of  the  piano, 

you'll  embark  on  a  journey  through  time,  from  its 

humble origins to its ascent as the instrument of kings 

and commoners alike.

Through Luc's captivating tales, you'll meet legendary 

pianists and their cherished instruments, each with its 

own  story  of  passion,  triumph,  and  heartbreak. 

Discover  the  secrets  of  the  piano's  anatomy,  the 
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mechanics of sound production, and the art of piano 

restoration.  Delve  into  the  emotional  range  of  the 

piano,  its  ability  to  communicate  joy  and  sorrow, 

longing and hope, in a way that words cannot.

Join Thaddeus Carhart,  an American expat  drawn to 

the  charm  of  Paris,  as  he  stumbles  upon  Desforges 

Pianos and embarks on a quest to uncover its secrets. 

Through  a  chance  encounter,  he  gains  entry  to  the 

atelier,  a  haven  where  music  flows  like  wine  and 

conversations intertwine like melodies.

As  Thad  delves  deeper  into  the  world  of  pianos,  he 

discovers  a  community  of  kindred  spirits,  united  by 

their  love  for  music  and  their  reverence  for  this 

extraordinary  instrument.  The  Friday  night  salon,  a 

weekly  gathering  held  within  the  atelier,  becomes  a 

sanctuary  where  music,  conversation,  and  human 

connection intertwine.

In this enchanting setting, Thad embarks on a journey 

of self-discovery, unearthing hidden depths of emotion 
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and  understanding.  He  learns  the  language  of  the 

piano, a language that speaks to the human soul in a 

way that words cannot. Prepare to be captivated by the 

beauty  of  music,  the  allure  of  hidden gems,  and the 

transformative  power  of  human  connection  in  this 

enchanting tale of love, loss, and the enduring legacy of 

the piano.
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Chapter 1: The Enchanted Atelier

The allure of hidden gems

In the heart of Paris,  nestled amidst the labyrinthine 

streets of the Latin Quarter, lies Desforges Pianos, an 

unassuming  atelier  with  an  air  of  mystery.  Its 

weathered  facade  and  discreet  signage  hint  at  the 

treasures that lie within, inviting the curious and the 

passionate to uncover its secrets.

This hidden gem is a sanctuary for music lovers and 

dreamers alike, a place where time seems to stand still 

and  the  music  of  the  ages  echoes  through  the  air. 

Within its  walls,  a symphony of sounds awaits,  from 

the delicate tinkling of ivories to the thunderous roar of 

hammers striking strings.

The  allure  of  Desforges  Pianos  lies  not  only  in  its 

collection  of  exquisite  instruments  but  also  in  its 

enigmatic  proprietor,  Luc.  A  master  craftsman  and 

storyteller,  Luc  possesses  an encyclopedic  knowledge 
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of  pianos  and  their  histories.  He  is  a  guardian  of 

musical heritage, a custodian of the stories that each 

instrument holds.

With  a  twinkle  in  his  eye  and  a  passion  that  is 

infectious,  Luc  welcomes  visitors  into  his  atelier, 

sharing  his  love  for  music  and  his  expertise  with 

unassuming grace. He transforms the act of buying a 

piano  into  a  journey  through  time,  a  voyage  of 

discovery that unveils the hidden narratives embedded 

within each instrument.

For those who enter Desforges Pianos, it is not merely a 

transaction that  takes place;  it  is  an initiation into a 

world  of  enchantment,  where  the  ordinary  becomes 

extraordinary  and  the  mundane  transforms  into  the 

magical. It is a place where dreams are born and where 

the music of the soul finds its voice.
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Chapter 1: The Enchanted Atelier

Discovering Desforges Pianos

In the heart of  the Latin Quarter,  nestled amidst the 

labyrinthine  streets  and  hidden  courtyards,  lies 

Desforges Pianos, an unassuming atelier with an air of 

mystique. Its facade, weathered by time and adorned 

with intricate carvings,  hints at the treasures that lie 

within.

Thaddeus  Carhart,  an  American  expat  drawn  to  the 

charm and allure of Paris, stumbles upon this hidden 

gem  during  his  evening  strolls.  Intrigued  by  its 

enigmatic presence, he hesitates at the door, his hand 

hovering over the ornate brass handle. The sound of a 

distant piano melody, like a siren's call,  beckons him 

inside.

With a gentle push, the door creaks open, revealing a 

dimly lit interior. Thad steps across the threshold, his 

senses awakened by the scent of polished wood and the 
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faint aroma of incense. The walls are lined with shelves 

upon shelves of pianos, each one a unique work of art, 

patiently awaiting their moment to sing.

At the far end of the atelier, a figure emerges from the 

shadows.  Luc,  the  enigmatic  proprietor  of  Desforges 

Pianos,  is  a  man of  few words and an aura of  quiet 

authority.  His  piercing  gaze,  like  that  of  a  seasoned 

connoisseur, assesses Thad with a mixture of curiosity 

and intrigue.

As Thad ventures deeper into the atelier, he discovers a 

world of wonder and enchantment. The pianos, hailing 

from different eras and corners of the globe, tell stories 

of their own. There's a delicate pianino, its ivory keys 

worn smooth by countless fingers, whispering tales of 

long-forgotten serenades.  A  grand piano,  its  polished 

ebony  surface  reflecting  the  flickering  candlelight, 

stands majestically in the center of the room, exuding 

an air of timeless elegance.
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In  this  magical  space,  time  seems  to  stand  still.  The 

outside world, with its hustle and bustle, fades away, 

replaced by the gentle hum of the pianos and the soft 

murmur of Luc's voice as he recounts the history of his 

beloved instruments.  Thad is captivated by the sheer 

beauty of the pianos and the stories they hold. He feels 

a  connection to  these instruments  that  he has  never 

experienced before.
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Chapter 1: The Enchanted Atelier

The enigmatic Luc, master of the atelier

Luc, the enigmatic proprietor of Desforges Pianos, is a 

man  shrouded  in  mystery  and  intrigue.  With  his 

piercing  gaze  and  enigmatic  smile,  he  holds  court 

within  the  atelier,  his  presence  commanding  respect 

and admiration.

A master craftsman with a deep understanding of the 

piano's  inner  workings,  Luc  is  a  sought-after  expert 

whose reputation extends far beyond the confines of 

Paris.  His  hands,  weathered  by  years  of  meticulous 

labor, dance across the keys with an effortless grace, 

coaxing forth melodies that seem to possess a life of 

their own.

But  Luc  is  more  than  just  a  skilled  artisan;  he  is  a 

storyteller, a philosopher, and a poet. He weaves tales 

of  the  pianos  that  pass  through  his  hands,  imbuing 

each instrument with a unique personality and history. 
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He  speaks  of  the  great  composers  whose  music  has 

graced the keys of his pianos, and of the countless souls 

who  have  found  solace  and  inspiration  within  the 

atelier's walls.

Luc's wisdom extends beyond the realm of music. He is 

a keen observer of human nature, and his insights into 

the human condition are both profound and moving. 

He possesses an uncanny ability to connect with people 

from  all  walks  of  life,  and  his  presence  has  a 

transformative effect on those who encounter him.

Within  the  atelier,  Luc  presides  over  a  Friday  night 

salon,  a  gathering  of  like-minded  individuals  who 

share a passion for music and conversation. Here, the 

boundaries  of  time  dissolve  as  stories  are  shared, 

laughter fills the air, and the music of the ages echoes 

through  the  room.  Luc  is  the  heart  and  soul  of  this 

gathering,  a  charismatic  host  who  guides  the 

conversation with wit, charm, and a touch of whimsy.
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He is  a  man of  contradictions,  a  solitary  figure  who 

nevertheless  thrives  on  human  interaction.  He  is  a 

master of his craft, yet he is always willing to learn and 

grow.  He  is  a  man  of  few  words,  yet  his  presence 

speaks  volumes.  Luc  is  the  enigmatic  maestro  of 

Desforges Pianos, a man who leaves an indelible mark 

on all who encounter him.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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