The Oscars on Trial

Introduction

The Oscars are the most prestigious awards in the film
industry, and they have been handed out annually
since 1929. Over the years, the Oscars have honored
some of the greatest films ever made, but they have
also been known to make some questionable choices.
In this book, we will take a look at some of the most
controversial Oscar winners and losers, as well as some

of the most memorable Oscar moments.

We will start by examining some of the Academy's all-
time blunders. These are films that were nominated for
Best Picture but lost to films that are now considered to
be far inferior. We will also take a look at some of the
films that were snubbed by the Academy, films that
many critics and fans believe should have won Best

Picture.



Next, we will turn our attention to the politics of Oscar.
We will examine the influence of studio money,
celebrity endorsements, and Academy voters' biases on
the outcome of the Oscars. We will also discuss the
impact of social and political issues on the Oscars, and
how the awards have reflected American culture over

the years.

In the third chapter, we will take a look at some of the
most overrated Oscar winners. These are films that
won Best Picture but are now considered to be
overhyped and undeserving of their awards. We will
also take a look at some of the most underrated Oscar
losers, films that were nominated for Best Picture but

lost to films that are now considered to be far superior.

In the fourth chapter, we will discuss some of the most
memorable Oscar speeches. These are speeches that
were either particularly moving, funny, or
controversial. We will also take a look at some of the

most shocking Oscar moments, such as the envelope



mix-up at the 2017 Oscars and the streaker who

interrupted the 1974 Oscars.

In the fifth and final chapter, we will look at the future
of the Oscars. We will discuss the changing
demographics of Academy voters, the rise of streaming
services, and the impact of social media on the Oscars.
We will also discuss the need for greater diversity and
inclusion in the Oscars, and how the awards can

remain relevant in a changing world.

The Oscars are a fascinating and complex
phenomenon, and they have been a part of American
culture for almost a century. In this book, we have
taken a look at some of the most controversial,
memorable, and overrated Oscar winners and losers.
We have also examined the politics of Oscar and the
impact of social and political issues on the awards.
Finally, we have looked at the future of the Oscars and

how they can remain relevant in a changing world.



Book Description

The Oscars are the most prestigious awards in the film
industry, and they have been handed out annually
since 1929. Over the years, the Oscars have honored
some of the greatest films ever made, but they have
also been known to make some questionable choices.
In The Oscars on Trial, we take a look at some of the
most controversial Oscar winners and losers, as well as

some of the most memorable Oscar moments.

We start by examining some of the Academy's all-time
blunders. These are films that were nominated for Best
Picture but lost to films that are now considered to be
far inferior. We also take a look at some of the films
that were snubbed by the Academy, films that many

critics and fans believe should have won Best Picture.

Next, we turn our attention to the politics of Oscar. We
examine the influence of studio money, celebrity

endorsements, and Academy voters' biases on the



outcome of the Oscars. We also discuss the impact of
social and political issues on the Oscars, and how the

awards have reflected American culture over the years.

In the third chapter, we take a look at some of the most
overrated Oscar winners. These are films that won Best
Picture but are now considered to be overhyped and
undeserving of their awards. We also take a look at
some of the most underrated Oscar losers, films that
were nominated for Best Picture but lost to films that

are now considered to be far superior.

In the fourth chapter, we discuss some of the most
memorable Oscar speeches. These are speeches that
were either particularly moving, funny, or
controversial. We also take a look at some of the most
shocking Oscar moments, such as the envelope mix-up
at the 2017 Oscars and the streaker who interrupted

the 1974 Oscars.

In the fifth and final chapter, we look at the future of

the Oscars. We discuss the changing demographics of
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Academy voters, the rise of streaming services, and the
impact of social media on the Oscars. We also discuss
the need for greater diversity and inclusion in the
Oscars, and how the awards can remain relevant in a

changing world.

The Oscars on Trial is a fascinating and complex look at
the Oscars, one of the most prestigious and
controversial awards in the world. Whether you're a
film buff or just a casual observer of the Oscars, The

Oscars on Trial is sure to entertain and inform you.



Chapter 1: The Academy's All-Time

Blunders

1. The Shawshank Redemption snub

The Shawshank Redemption is one of the most beloved
films of all time, but it was famously snubbed by the
Academy Awards in 1995. The film was nominated for
seven Oscars, including Best Picture, Best Director, and
Best Actor, but it lost in every category. Forrest Gump,
a more conventional and sentimental film, won Best

Picture that year.

The Shawshank Redemption's snub is one of the most
controversial in Oscar history. Many critics and fans
believe that it is one of the greatest films ever made,
and they are baffled by the fact that it lost to Forrest
Gump. Some have argued that the Academy was biased
against the film because it was a prison drama, and
prison dramas are often seen as being too dark and

depressing for Oscar voters. Others have argued that
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the Academy was simply swayed by the popularity of

Forrest Gump, which was a huge box office success.

Whatever the reason, the Shawshank Redemption's
snub is a reminder that the Oscars are not always a
reliable indicator of quality. The Academy is made up
of human beings, and human beings are often swayed
by factors other than artistic merit. The Shawshank
Redemption may not have won an Oscar, but it has
stood the test of time and is now considered to be one

of the greatest films ever made.

The Shawshank Redemption is a powerful and moving
film that tells the story of Andy Dufresne, a banker who
is wrongly convicted of murdering his wife and sent to
prison. Andy spends the next 19 years of his life in
Shawshank State Penitentiary, where he befriends a
fellow inmate named Ellis "Red" Redding. Together,
Andy and Red find hope and redemption in the darkest

of places.



The Shawshank Redemption is a film about hope,
friendship, and the power of the human spirit. It is a
film that will stay with you long after you watch it. It is

a film that deserves to be seen by everyone.



Chapter 1: The Academy's All-Time

Blunders

2. Citizen Kane's controversial loss

Citizen Kane is widely considered to be one of the
greatest films ever made. It was directed by Orson
Welles and released in 1941. The film tells the story of
Charles Foster Kane, a wealthy newspaper magnate
who is based on William Randolph Hearst. Citizen Kane
was nominated for nine Academy Awards, including
Best Picture, Best Director, and Best Actor. However, it
lost Best Picture to How Green Was My Valley, a film

that is now largely forgotten.

Citizen Kane's loss is one of the most controversial in
Oscar history. Many critics and fans believe that Citizen
Kane should have won Best Picture, and that its loss
was a major upset. There are a number of reasons why
Citizen Kane may have lost Best Picture. One reason is

that the film was ahead of its time. Citizen Kane used a
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number of innovative filmmaking techniques, such as
deep focus cinematography and nonlinear storytelling.
These techniques were not widely accepted by
audiences at the time, and they may have alienated

some voters.

Another reason why Citizen Kane may have lost is that
it was a controversial film. The film's depiction of
Hearst was unflattering, and Hearst used his influence
to try to prevent the film from being made. Citizen
Kane was also released during World War II, and some
voters may have felt that it was inappropriate to
release a film that was so critical of America during a

time of war.

Whatever the reasons for its loss, Citizen Kane is still
considered to be one of the greatest films ever made.
The film's innovative filmmaking techniques and its
powerful story have influenced generations of
filmmakers. Citizen Kane is a timeless classic that

deserves to be seen by all film lovers.
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Chapter 1: The Academy's All-Time

Blunders

3. The Godfather Part II's surprise defeat

The Godfather Part II is widely considered to be one of
the greatest films ever made. It won six Academy
Awards, including Best Picture, Best Director, and Best
Adapted Screenplay. However, it was not without its
detractors. Some critics found it to be too long and self-
indulgent, and others felt that it was not as good as the

original film.

Despite these criticisms, The Godfather Part II was the
frontrunner to win Best Picture at the 1975 Academy
Awards. It was nominated alongside four other films:
Chinatown, The Conversation, Lenny, and The
Towering Inferno. Chinatown was a critical and
commercial success, but it was seen as a more
conventional film than The Godfather Part II. The

Conversation was a critically acclaimed thriller, but it
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was not as popular with audiences. Lenny was a biopic
about the comedian Lenny Bruce, and it was a critical
and commercial failure. The Towering Inferno was a
disaster film that was a huge commercial success, but it

was not well-received by critics.

On the night of the Oscars, The Godfather Part II was
the clear favorite to win Best Picture. However, in a
surprise upset, it lost to The Sting. The Sting was a
comedy-drama about two con men who team up to pull
off a major heist. It was a critical and commercial
success, but it was not considered to be in the same

league as The Godfather Part II.

The Academy's decision to award Best Picture to The
Sting over The Godfather Part II was met with
widespread criticism. Many critics felt that The
Godfather Part IT was the superior film, and they were
baffled by the Academy's choice. Some even accused
the Academy of being biased against Francis Ford

Coppola, the director of The Godfather Part II.
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Coppola himself was disappointed by the Academy's
decision, but he was gracious in defeat. He said that he
was proud of The Godfather Part II and that he

believed it was one of the best films he had ever made.

The Godfather Part II has since been re-evaluated by
critics and audiences, and it is now considered to be
one of the greatest films ever made. It is a complex and
challenging film, but it is also a deeply rewarding one.
It is a film that deserves to be seen and appreciated by

all film lovers.

14



This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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