America and Israel: A Study of Their

Intertwined Histories

Introduction

The bond between America and Israel is a complex and
multifaceted one, shaped by historical, political, and
cultural factors. This book delves into the rich tapestry
of this relationship, exploring the ways in which these
two nations have influenced and been influenced by

each other.

From the early days of American settlement, there has
been a deep connection between the United States and
the land of Israel. Puritan settlers saw parallels
between their own struggles for religious freedom and
the biblical narrative of the Israelites' journey to the

Promised Land. As a result, many Americans felt a



sense of affinity with the Jewish people and their desire

for a homeland.

In the 19th and early 20th centuries, American
missionaries played a significant role in shaping
American perceptions of the Middle East. These
missionaries often idealized the Holy Land and saw
their work as part of a divine plan to prepare the way
for the return of Jesus Christ. Their writings and
lectures helped to create a sympathetic attitude toward
Zionism, the movement for a Jewish homeland in

Palestine.

As Zionism gained momentum, American support for
the creation of a Jewish state grew. President Harry
Truman was instrumental in recognizing Israel's
independence in 1948, and the United States has
remained a steadfast ally of Israel ever since. This
support has been based on a shared commitment to

democracy, human rights, and religious freedom, as



well as a recognition of Israel's strategic importance in

the Middle East.

However, the relationship between America and Israel
has not been without its challenges. The Arab-Israeli
conflict has been a source of tension and disagreement
between the two countries. America has often found
itself in the difficult position of trying to balance its
support for Israel with its desire to promote peace and

stability in the region.

Despite these challenges, the bond between America
and Israel remains strong. The two countries continue
to cooperate closely on a wide range of issues,
including security, trade, and technology. They also
share a deep cultural connection, with millions of
Americans visiting Israel each year and many Israelis

choosing to make America their home.

This book explores the many facets of the America-
Israel relationship, examining its historical roots, its

current state, and its future prospects. It is a timely and
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important study of a relationship that has had a

profound impact on the course of world history.



Book Description

The relationship between America and Israel is one of
the most complex and consequential in the world
today. This book delves into the rich tapestry of this
relationship, exploring the historical, political, and

cultural factors that have shaped it.

From the early days of American settlement, there has
been a deep connection between the United States and
the land of Israel. Puritan settlers saw parallels
between their own struggles for religious freedom and
the biblical narrative of the Israelites' journey to the
Promised Land. As a result, many Americans felt a
sense of affinity with the Jewish people and their desire

for a homeland.

In the 19th and early 20th centuries, American
missionaries played a significant role in shaping
American perceptions of the Middle East. These

missionaries often idealized the Holy Land and saw



their work as part of a divine plan to prepare the way
for the return of Jesus Christ. Their writings and
lectures helped to create a sympathetic attitude toward
Zionism, the movement for a Jewish homeland in

Palestine.

As Zionism gained momentum, American support for
the creation of a Jewish state grew. President Harry
Truman was instrumental in recognizing Israel's
independence in 1948, and the United States has
remained a steadfast ally of Israel ever since. This
support has been based on a shared commitment to
democracy, human rights, and religious freedom, as
well as a recognition of Israel's strategic importance in

the Middle East.

However, the relationship between America and Israel
has not been without its challenges. The Arab-Israeli
conflict has been a source of tension and disagreement
between the two countries. America has often found

itself in the difficult position of trying to balance its



support for Israel with its desire to promote peace and

stability in the region.

This book explores the many facets of the America-
Israel relationship, examining its historical roots, its
current state, and its future prospects. It is a timely and
important study of a relationship that has had a

profound impact on the course of world history.



Chapter 1: A Tapestry of Convergence

America's Puritan Roots and the Holy Land

The founding of America was deeply influenced by the
religious beliefs of the Puritan settlers. These devout
Protestants sought to establish a "New Jerusalem" in
the New World, a society that would be governed by
biblical law and reflect their understanding of God's
will. The Puritans saw parallels between their own
struggles for religious freedom and the biblical
narrative of the Israelites' journey to the Promised

Land.

As a result, many Puritans felt a strong connection to
the land of Israel and its people. They believed that the
Jews were God's chosen people and that their return to
their homeland was a sign of the coming of the
Messiah. This belief was reinforced by the writings of

influential Puritan leaders such as Cotton Mather, who



saw the restoration of Israel as a necessary step in

God's plan for the world.

Puritan missionaries played a significant role in
shaping American attitudes towards the Holy Land.
These missionaries traveled to the Middle East to
convert Jews and Muslims to Christianity. While they
were largely unsuccessful in their efforts, their writings
and lectures helped to create a sympathetic attitude
toward the Jewish people and their desire for a

homeland.

The Puritans' interest in the Holy Land was not purely
religious. They also saw the strategic importance of the
region. They believed that controlling the Holy Land
would give them access to trade routes and protect
them from potential enemies. This geopolitical interest
helped to fuel American support for the creation of a

Jewish state in Palestine.

In the 19th century, American missionaries continued

to play a role in shaping American perceptions of the
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Holy Land. These missionaries often idealized the
region and saw their work as part of a divine plan to
prepare the way for the return of Jesus Christ. Their
writings and lectures helped to create a sympathetic
attitude toward Zionism, the movement for a Jewish

homeland in Palestine.

The Puritans' religious beliefs and geopolitical interests
laid the foundation for America's enduring connection
to the land of Israel. These early influences continue to
shape American attitudes towards the Middle East and

its people.
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Chapter 1: A Tapestry of Convergence

Early American Interest in Palestine

The Puritans, who were among the first European
settlers in America, held a deep reverence for the Holy
Land. They saw parallels between their own struggles
for religious freedom and the biblical narrative of the
Israelites’ journey to the Promised Land. This
connection led to a keen interest in Palestine, which
was seen as a place of great historical and spiritual

significance.

In the 19th century, American missionaries played a
significant role in shaping American perceptions of the
Middle East. These missionaries often idealized the
Holy Land and saw their work as part of a divine plan
to prepare the way for the return of Jesus Christ. Their
writings and lectures helped to create a sympathetic
attitude toward Zionism, the movement for a Jewish

homeland in Palestine.
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As Zionism gained momentum, American support for
the creation of a Jewish state grew. This support was
based on a number of factors, including religious
sympathy, a belief in the importance of self-
determination for all peoples, and a recognition of the

strategic importance of Palestine in the Middle East.

American interest in Palestine was also fueled by
economic factors. In the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, American businesses began to invest in the
region, particularly in the development of
infrastructure and agriculture. This investment helped
to create a closer economic relationship between the

United States and Palestine.

By the early 20th century, the United States had
become a major supporter of Zionism. This support
was reflected in President Woodrow Wilson's
endorsement of the Balfour Declaration in 1917, which
called for the creation of a Jewish homeland in

Palestine. After World War II, the United States played
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a key role in the establishment of the State of Israel in

1948.

The early American interest in Palestine was motivated
by a complex mix of religious, political, and economic
factors. This interest played a significant role in
shaping American attitudes toward Zionism and the

creation of the State of Israel.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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Chapter 10: Enduring Bonds

America and Israel: A Legacy of Friendship

and Resilience

America and Israel share a unique bond that has
endured through decades of political upheaval, cultural
shifts, and global conflict. This enduring friendship is
rooted in a shared commitment to democracy, human
rights, and religious freedom. It is also strengthened by

a deep sense of mutual respect and admiration.

One of the most visible manifestations of the America-
Israel friendship is the strong economic and trade ties
between the two countries. The United States is Israel's
largest trading partner, and Israel is one of America's
largest export markets in the Middle East. This
mutually beneficial relationship has created jobs and

prosperity in both countries.

Beyond economics, America and Israel cooperate
closely on a wide range of security and defense issues.
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The United States provides Israel with billions of
dollars in military aid each year, and the two countries
share intelligence and conduct joint military exercises.
This cooperation is essential for maintaining Israel's

security in a volatile region.

The America-Israel friendship is not without its
challenges. The two countries have sometimes
disagreed on how to resolve the Arab-Israeli conflict,
and there have been occasional tensions over other
issues. However, these disagreements have never
fundamentally shaken the strong bond between the

two countries.

One of the most remarkable aspects of the America-
Israel friendship is the way in which it has survived
and even thrived despite the many challenges it has
faced. This resilience is a testament to the strength of
the shared values and interests that bind the two

countries together.
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The America-Israel friendship is a vital strategic
partnership that benefits both countries. It is also a
beacon of hope in a region that is often plagued by
conflict and instability. The enduring bond between
America and Israel is a source of strength and

inspiration for people around the world.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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