Faces in Wood: A Carver's Guide to

Bringing Life to Wood

Introduction

Wood carving is an art form that has been practiced for
centuries. From the intricate carvings on ancient
Egyptian tombs to the whimsical figures found in
modern-day homes, wood carving has been used to
create a wide variety of objects, both functional and

decorative.

In this book, we will focus on the art of carving faces in
wood. Carving a face is a challenging but rewarding
endeavor, and with a little practice, you can create

beautiful and realistic works of art.

We will begin by exploring the basics of wood carving,
including the different types of wood, tools, and

techniques used. We will then discuss the anatomy of
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the face, and how to translate that knowledge into your

carvings.

Once you have a solid understanding of the basics, we
will move on to more advanced topics, such as carving
different types of faces, adding detail and expression,

and carving busts and figures.

We will also provide tips and tricks for troubleshooting
common problems, and a gallery of inspiration to help

you get started.

Whether you are a beginner or an experienced carver,
this book has something to offer you. So grab your tools

and let's get started!



Book Description

Faces in Wood: A Carver's Guide to Bringing Life to
Wood is the definitive guide to carving faces in wood.
Written by master carver Pasquale De Marco, this book
covers everything from the basics of wood carving to
advanced techniques for creating realistic and

expressive faces.

With clear instructions and over 100 detailed
photographs, Faces in Wood: A Carver's Guide to

Bringing Life to Wood will teach you how to:

e  Choose the right wood and tools for the job
e Understand the anatomy of the face

e Carve the basic features of the face

e Add detail and expression to your carvings
e Carve busts and figures

e Troubleshoot common problems

¢ And much more!



Whether you are a beginner or an experienced carver,
Faces in Wood: A Carver's Guide to Bringing Life to
Wood has something to offer you. This book is the
perfect resource for anyone who wants to learn the art

of carving faces in wood.

In Faces in Wood: A Carver's Guide to Bringing Life to

Wood, you will learn:

The different types of wood that are best for

carving faces

e The essential tools and supplies you need to get

started

e The basic techniques of wood carving

e How to transfer a pattern to wood

e How to carve the eyes, nose, mouth, and ears

e How to add detail and expression to your
carvings

e How to carve busts and figures

e How to finish your carvings



With Faces in Wood: A Carver's Guide to Bringing Life
to Wood, you will be able to create beautiful and
realistic wood carvings of faces. This book is the perfect
resource for anyone who wants to learn the art of

wood carving.



Chapter 1: The Art of Carving

The history of wood carving

Wood carving is one of the oldest forms of artistic
expression, dating back to the earliest days of human
civilization. Archaeological evidence suggests that
humans were carving wood as early as the Stone Age,
and carved wooden objects have been found in ancient

cultures all over the world.

In ancient Egypt, wood carving was used to create a
wide variety of objects, including furniture, religious
artifacts, and even toys. Egyptian wood carvers were
highly skilled, and their work is known for its intricate

detail and realism.

The Greeks and Romans also produced beautiful wood
carvings, and their work is often characterized by its
grace and elegance. Greek wood carvers were

particularly skilled at carving human figures, and their



work is often considered to be some of the finest

examples of wood carving in the world.

Wood carving continued to be a popular art form
throughout the Middle Ages and Renaissance, and was
used to create a wide variety of objects, including
furniture, religious artifacts, and decorative objects.
Gothic wood carving is often characterized by its
intricate detail and expressive figures, while
Renaissance wood carving is often more naturalistic

and realistic.

In the 18th century, wood carving began to be used to
create a new type of object: the figurehead.
Figureheads were carved wooden sculptures that were
placed on the prows of ships, and were often used to
represent the ship's name or purpose. Figureheads
were often very elaborate and detailed, and some of
the finest examples of wood carving from this period

can be found on ships that are still sailing today.



In the 19th century, wood carving became increasingly
popular as a hobby, and many people began to carve
wood as a way to relax and express their creativity.
Wood carving clubs and societies were formed, and

wood carving magazines and books were published.

Today, wood carving is still a popular hobby, and there
are many people who enjoy carving wood to create a
variety of objects, including furniture, decorative
objects, and even toys. Wood carving is a versatile art
form that can be used to create a wide variety of

objects, and it is a great way to express your creativity.



Chapter 1: The Art of Carving

Types of wood carving

There are many different types of wood carving, each

with its own unique style and techniques. Some of the

most popular types of wood carving include:

Relief carving is a technique in which the design
is carved into the surface of the wood, creating a
raised image. Relief carving can be used to create
a wide variety of objects, from decorative
plaques to furniture.

In the round carving is a technique in which the
design is carved out of a solid block of wood,
creating a three-dimensional object. In the round
carving can be used to create a wide variety of

objects, from sculptures to toys.

Chip carving is a technique in which small
pieces of wood are chipped away from the

surface of the wood, creating a textured design.
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Chip carving is often used to decorate furniture
and other objects.

e Carving in the round is a technique in which
the design is carved out of a solid block of wood,
creating a three-dimensional object. Carving in
the round can be used to create a wide variety of
objects, from sculptures to toys.

e Pyrography is a technique in which designs are
burned into the surface of the wood using a
heated tool. Pyrography can be used to create a
wide variety of objects, from decorative plaques

to jewelry.

Each type of wood carving has its own unique
advantages and disadvantages. Relief carving is
relatively easy to learn and can be used to create a
wide variety of objects. In the round carving is more
challenging to learn but can be used to create more

complex and realistic objects. Chip carving is a good
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choice for creating textured designs, and pyrography

can be used to create unique and personalized objects.

No matter what type of wood carving you choose to try,
there are a few basic tools that you will need. These

tools include:

e A sharp knife

e Agouge
e A chisel
e A mallet

e Asanding block

e A finishing oil

With these tools, you can create a wide variety of

beautiful and unique wood carvings.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Carving

Basic tools and techniques

The first step to learning how to carve wood is to
gather the necessary tools and materials. The basic
tools you will need include a carving knife, a gouge, a

mallet, and a sharpening stone.

Carving knives come in a variety of shapes and sizes,
but the most common type is the straight carving knife.
Straight carving knives are typically used for making

detailed cuts, such as carving the features of a face.

Gouges are similar to carving knives, but they have a
curved blade. Gouges are used for carving out larger

areas of wood, such as the bowl of a spoon.

Mallets are used to strike the carving knife or gouge.
Mallets come in a variety of sizes and weights, so it is
important to choose one that is comfortable for you to

use.
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Sharpening stones are used to keep your carving tools
sharp. It is important to sharpen your tools regularly,

as dull tools can make carving difficult and dangerous.

In addition to the basic tools, you will also need some
other materials, such as wood, sandpaper, and glue.
The type of wood you choose will depend on the project
you are working on. Softwoods, such as pine and
basswood, are easier to carve than hardwoods, such as
oak and maple. Sandpaper is used to smooth the
surface of the wood after carving. Glue is used to attach
pieces of wood together, such as when carving a bust or

figure.

Once you have gathered your tools and materials, you
can begin learning how to carve wood. There are many
different ways to carve wood, but the most common
technique is to use a carving knife and mallet. To carve
with a carving knife, hold the knife in your dominant
hand and the mallet in your other hand. Place the

blade of the knife against the wood and strike the back

13



of the knife with the mallet. This will cause the blade to

cut into the wood.

You can use different strokes to create different effects.
For example, you can use a short, sharp stroke to create
a V-shaped groove, or you can use a long, smooth

stroke to create a rounded surface.

It is important to practice carving on scrap wood
before you start working on a project. This will help
you to get the feel of the tools and to develop your
skills.

Once you have mastered the basics of carving, you can
start working on more complex projects. With a little
practice, you can create beautiful and realistic works of

art from wood.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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