
The  Copyright  Guide:  A  Practical 

Handbook for Copyrighters

Introduction

Copyright law is a complex and ever-changing field, but 

it  is  essential  for  anyone  who  creates  or  uses 

copyrighted material to have a basic understanding of 

the  law.  This  book  is  designed  to  provide  a 

comprehensive overview of copyright law, with a focus 

on  the  practical  issues  that  creators  and  users  of 

copyrighted material face.

In  this  book,  you  will  learn  about  the  basics  of 

copyright law, including what copyright is, who owns a 

copyright, and how long a copyright lasts. You will also 

learn about the different types of copyright protection, 

how  to  register  a  copyright,  and  how  to  obtain 

permission to use copyrighted material.
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In addition to the basics of copyright law, this book also 

covers a number of important topics, such as fair use, 

the  public  domain,  licensing,  and emerging issues  in 

copyright  law.  These  topics  are  essential  for  anyone 

who wants  to  understand  how copyright  law affects 

their work.

Whether  you are  a  creator  or  a  user  of  copyrighted 

material,  this  book  will  provide  you  with  the 

information you need to understand and comply with 

the law.

This book is written in a clear and concise style, with a 

focus on practical applications. It is also up-to-date with 

the latest changes in copyright law.

If you are interested in learning more about copyright 

law,  this  book is  a  valuable resource.  It  will  provide 

you with the information you need to understand and 

comply with the law, and it will help you to avoid costly 

mistakes.
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Book Description

The  Copyright  Guide:  A  Practical  Handbook  for 

Copyrighters  is  a  comprehensive  guide  to  copyright 

law, written in a clear and concise style, with a focus 

on practical applications. It is also up-to-date with the 

latest changes in copyright law.

This book is essential for anyone who creates or uses 

copyrighted material, including:

 Authors

 Artists

 Musicians

 Filmmakers

 Photographers

 Educators

 Librarians

 Students

 Business owners

This book will help you to understand:
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 What copyright is

 Who owns a copyright

 How long a copyright lasts

 The different types of copyright protection

 How to register a copyright

 How  to  obtain  permission  to  use  copyrighted 

material

 Fair use

 The public domain

 Licensing

 Emerging issues in copyright law

Whether  you are  a  creator  or  a  user  of  copyrighted 

material,  The Copyright Guide:  A Practical  Handbook 

for Copyrighters will provide you with the information 

you need to understand and comply with the law.

This book is also an excellent resource for teachers and 

students of copyright law. It is clear, concise, and up-to-

date,  and  it  covers  all  of  the  essential  topics  in 

copyright law.
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If you are interested in learning more about copyright 

law,  The  Copyright  Guide:  A  Practical  Handbook  for 

Copyrighters is the perfect resource for you.
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Chapter 1: Copyright Fundamentals

What is copyright

Copyright is a type of intellectual property that protects 

original  works  of  authorship.  It  gives  the  copyright 

holder  the  exclusive  right  to  reproduce,  distribute, 

adapt,  and  publicly  display  or  perform  the  work. 

Copyright protection lasts for the life of the author plus 

70 years after their death.

Copyright  law  is  designed  to  protect  the  rights  of 

creators and to encourage the creation of new works. It 

gives creators the ability to control how their work is 

used and to profit from its exploitation. Copyright law 

also helps to ensure that the public has access to a wide 

variety of creative works.

Copyright  protection  is  automatic  in  most  countries. 

This  means that  a  work is  protected by copyright  as 

soon as it is created, without the need to register it with 

a government agency. However, in some countries, it is 
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necessary to register a work with a copyright office in 

order to obtain full copyright protection.

There are a number of different types of works that can 

be  protected  by  copyright.  These  include  literary 

works, musical works, dramatic works, pictorial works, 

graphic works, sculptural works, motion pictures, and 

sound recordings.

Copyright  law  is  a  complex  and  ever-changing  field. 

However, it  is important for creators to have a basic 

understanding  of  copyright  law  in  order  to  protect 

their  rights  and  to  avoid  infringing  on  the  rights  of 

others.
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Chapter 1: Copyright Fundamentals

Who owns a copyright

Generally,  the  copyright  owner  is  the  person  who 

created the work. This can be an individual, a group of 

people, or a business. In the case of a work created by 

an  employee  as  part  of  their  job,  the  employer  is 

considered the copyright owner.

There  are  some  exceptions  to  this  general  rule.  For 

example,  if  a  work  is  created  under  a  work-for-hire 

agreement, the person or company that commissioned 

the  work  is  considered  the  copyright  owner. 

Additionally,  if  a  work  is  created  by  the  U.S. 

government, it is not subject to copyright protection.

Copyright  ownership  can  be  transferred  from  one 

person  or  entity  to  another  through  a  written 

agreement. This is often done when a work is sold or 

licensed.
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It  is  important  to  note  that  copyright  ownership  is 

separate  from  ownership  of  the  physical  object  that 

embodies the work. For example, if you buy a painting, 

you  do  not  automatically  own  the  copyright  to  the 

painting. The copyright remains with the artist unless 

they have transferred it to you in writing.

Knowing who owns a copyright is important because it 

determines who has the right to reproduce, distribute, 

and  adapt  the  work.  It  is  also  important  for 

determining who is liable for copyright infringement.
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Chapter 1: Copyright Fundamentals

How long does a copyright last

The duration of copyright protection varies depending 

on the type of work and the date it was created.

For  works  created  on  or  after  January  1,  1978,  the 

copyright  lasts  for  the  life  of  the  author  plus  an 

additional 70 years.

For  works  created  before  January  1,  1978,  but  not 

published or registered for copyright before that date, 

the  copyright  lasts  for  95  years  from  the  date  of 

publication or registration.

For  works  created  before  January  1,  1978,  and 

published or registered for copyright before that date, 

the  copyright  lasts  for  95  years  from  the  date  of 

publication or registration. However, if the work was 

still under copyright on January 1, 1978, the copyright 

was extended to last for the life of the author plus an 

additional 50 years.
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There are some exceptions to these general rules. For 

example, the copyright in a work of the United States 

government lasts for only 100 years from the date of its 

creation.

It is important to note that copyright protection is not 

automatic.  To  obtain  copyright  protection,  you  must 

register your work with the US Copyright Office.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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