
Input and Output in Applied Linguistics

Introduction

Input  and  Output  in  Applied  Linguistics  provides  a 

comprehensive  overview  of  the  latest  research  on 

input  in  applied  linguistics.  Input,  the  language  that 

learners  are  exposed  to,  is  essential  for  language 

acquisition and development.  This  book explores  the 

theoretical  foundations  of  input,  its  role  in  language 

teaching, and its impact on second language acquisition 

and bilingualism.  It  also  examines  the assessment  of 

input  and  the  use  of  technology  to  enhance  input 

provision.

The book is  divided into  10  chapters,  each of  which 

focuses on a specific aspect of input. The first chapter 

provides  a  theoretical  overview  of  input,  defining  it 

and  discussing  its  role  in  language  acquisition.  The 

second chapter examines the role of input in language 
1



teaching, including the selection and grading of input, 

the provision of comprehensible input, and the use of 

input in digital environments.

The  third  chapter  explores  the  relationship  between 

input and second language acquisition, discussing the 

Input Hypothesis and its implications for SLA research 

and teaching. The fourth chapter examines the role of 

input  in  bilingualism,  including  the  input  from 

different  sources,  the  impact  of  input  on  code-

switching,  and  the  role  of  input  in  language 

maintenance and loss.

The fifth chapter focuses on the assessment of input, 

discussing  the  assessment  of  input  quality,  input 

comprehension,  and  input  and  language  proficiency. 

The sixth chapter  examines  the use of  technology to 

enhance  input  provision,  including  the  use  of 

technology  to  provide  input,  to  enhance  input 

comprehension, and to assess input.
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The seventh chapter explores the relationship between 

input  and  culture,  discussing  the  role  of  input  in 

cultural  learning,  cultural  awareness,  cross-cultural 

communication,  and  cultural  identity.  The  eighth 

chapter examines the relationship between input and 

pragmatics,  including  the  role  of  input  in  pragmatic 

competence,  speech  acts,  conversational  strategies, 

nonverbal  communication,  and  pragmatic 

development.

The ninth chapter focuses on the relationship between 

input  and vocabulary,  including  the  role  of  input  in 

vocabulary  acquisition,  word  frequency,  word 

meaning,  vocabulary  development,  and  vocabulary 

assessment.  The  tenth  chapter  examines  the 

relationship  between  input  and  grammar,  including 

the  role  of  input  in  grammatical  acquisition, 

grammatical  accuracy,  grammatical  complexity, 

grammatical  development,  and  grammatical 

assessment.
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Input and Output in Applied Linguistics is an essential 

resource for researchers and practitioners in applied 

linguistics,  language  teaching,  and  second  language 

acquisition.  It  provides a comprehensive overview of 

the  latest  research  on  input  and  its  implications  for 

language learning and teaching.
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Book Description

Input  and  Output  in  Applied  Linguistics  is  a 

comprehensive  overview  of  the  latest  research  on 

input  in  applied  linguistics.  Input,  the  language  that 

learners  are  exposed  to,  is  essential  for  language 

acquisition and development.  This  book explores  the 

theoretical  foundations  of  input,  its  role  in  language 

teaching, and its impact on second language acquisition 

and bilingualism.  It  also  examines  the assessment  of 

input  and  the  use  of  technology  to  enhance  input 

provision.

Written  in  a  clear  and  accessible  style,  Input  and 

Output in Applied Linguistics is an essential resource 

for researchers and practitioners in applied linguistics, 

language teaching, and second language acquisition. It 

provides  a  comprehensive  overview  of  the  latest 

research  on  input  and  its  implications  for  language 

learning and teaching.
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This book is  divided into 10 chapters,  each of  which 

focuses on a specific aspect of input. The first chapter 

provides  a  theoretical  overview  of  input,  defining  it 

and  discussing  its  role  in  language  acquisition.  The 

second chapter examines the role of input in language 

teaching, including the selection and grading of input, 

the provision of comprehensible input, and the use of 

input in digital environments.

The  third  chapter  explores  the  relationship  between 

input and second language acquisition, discussing the 

Input Hypothesis and its implications for SLA research 

and teaching. The fourth chapter examines the role of 

input  in  bilingualism,  including  the  input  from 

different  sources,  the  impact  of  input  on  code-

switching,  and  the  role  of  input  in  language 

maintenance and loss.

The fifth chapter focuses on the assessment of input, 

discussing  the  assessment  of  input  quality,  input 

comprehension,  and  input  and  language  proficiency. 
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The sixth chapter  examines  the use of  technology to 

enhance  input  provision,  including  the  use  of 

technology  to  provide  input,  to  enhance  input 

comprehension, and to assess input.

The seventh chapter explores the relationship between 

input  and  culture,  discussing  the  role  of  input  in 

cultural  learning,  cultural  awareness,  cross-cultural 

communication,  and  cultural  identity.  The  eighth 

chapter examines the relationship between input and 

pragmatics,  including  the  role  of  input  in  pragmatic 

competence,  speech  acts,  conversational  strategies, 

nonverbal  communication,  and  pragmatic 

development.

The ninth chapter focuses on the relationship between 

input  and vocabulary,  including  the  role  of  input  in 

vocabulary  acquisition,  word  frequency,  word 

meaning,  vocabulary  development,  and  vocabulary 

assessment.  The  tenth  chapter  examines  the 

relationship  between  input  and  grammar,  including 
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the  role  of  input  in  grammatical  acquisition, 

grammatical  accuracy,  grammatical  complexity, 

grammatical  development,  and  grammatical 

assessment.
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Chapter  1:  Theoretical  Foundations  of 

Input

Topic 1: Defining Input

Input is the language that learners are exposed to.  It 

can  be  written  or  spoken,  and  it  can  come  from  a 

variety  of  sources,  such as  books,  movies,  television, 

conversations,  and the internet.  Input is  essential  for 

language  acquisition  and  development.  It  provides 

learners  with  the  opportunity  to  hear  and  see  the 

language being used in context,  and it  helps them to 

learn the grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation of 

the language.

There  are  two  main  types  of  input:  comprehensible 

input  and  incomprehensible  input.  Comprehensible 

input  is  input  that  learners  can  understand.  It  is 

language that is at or slightly above their current level 

of  proficiency.  Incomprehensible  input  is  input  that 
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learners cannot understand. It is language that is too 

difficult for them to understand.

Comprehensible input is more beneficial for language 

learning than incomprehensible input. This is because 

learners  can  only  learn  from  input  that  they  can 

understand.  When  learners  are  exposed  to 

comprehensible input, they can focus on the meaning 

of the language rather than on the form. This allows 

them  to  learn  the  language  more  quickly  and 

efficiently.

In addition to being comprehensible, input should also 

be interesting and engaging. This will help learners to 

stay  motivated  and  to  learn  the  language  more 

effectively. Input that is relevant to learners' interests 

and needs is more likely to be effective than input that 

is not.

Input  is  essential  for  language  acquisition  and 

development. It provides learners with the opportunity 

to hear and see the language being used in context, and 
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it  helps them to learn the grammar, vocabulary,  and 

pronunciation of the language.  By providing learners 

with comprehensible, interesting, and engaging input, 

teachers  can  help  them  to  learn  the  language  more 

quickly and effectively.
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Chapter  1:  Theoretical  Foundations  of 

Input

Topic  2:  The  Role  of  Input  in  Language 

Acquisition

Input  plays  a  crucial  role  in  language  acquisition.  It 

provides learners with the necessary linguistic data to 

develop their knowledge of the target language. Input 

can  come  from  various  sources,  such  as  spoken 

language, written text, and audio-visual media.

One of the most important roles of input is to provide 

learners  with  exposure  to  the  target  language.  This 

exposure allows learners to hear and see the language 

in  use,  and  to  begin  to  internalize  its  patterns  and 

structures.  Input  also helps learners to  develop their 

vocabulary and grammar skills. By hearing and seeing 

words and phrases used in context, learners can begin 

to understand their meaning and how they are used.
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Input  is  also  essential  for  learners  to  develop  their 

communicative  competence.  Communicative 

competence  refers  to  the  ability  to  use  language 

effectively  in  real-world  situations.  Input  provides 

learners  with  examples  of  how  language  is  used  in 

different contexts, and helps them to develop the skills 

they need to produce language themselves.

The  role  of  input  in  language  acquisition  has  been 

studied  extensively  by  researchers.  One  of  the  most 

influential theories in this area is the Input Hypothesis, 

which was developed by Stephen Krashen. The Input 

Hypothesis states that learners need to be exposed to 

comprehensible  input  in  order  to  acquire  language. 

Comprehensible input is input that is slightly beyond 

the  learner's  current  level  of  understanding.  It  is 

challenging  enough  to  push  the  learner's  language 

development forward, but not so challenging that the 

learner becomes frustrated and gives up.
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The Input Hypothesis  has been supported by a large 

body  of  research.  Studies  have  shown  that  learners 

who are exposed to comprehensible input make more 

progress in their language learning than learners who 

are not exposed to comprehensible input.

The role  of  input  in  language acquisition is  complex 

and  multifaceted.  However,  there  is  no  doubt  that 

input is essential for language learning. By providing 

learners  with  exposure  to  the  target  language,  input 

helps them to develop their knowledge of the language, 

their  vocabulary,  their  grammar  skills,  and  their 

communicative competence.

Input  is  not  the  only  factor  that  affects  language 

acquisition. Other factors, such as motivation, aptitude, 

and  individual  learning  styles,  also  play  a  role. 

However, input is a necessary condition for language 

acquisition  to  occur.  Without  input,  learners  cannot 

develop their knowledge of the target language.

14



Chapter  1:  Theoretical  Foundations  of 

Input

Topic  3:  Input  Processing  and 

Comprehension

Input  processing  and  comprehension  are  essential 

components of language acquisition and development. 

Input  processing  refers  to  the  mental  processes 

involved  in  understanding  language,  including 

perceiving,  recognizing,  and  interpreting  language 

input. Input comprehension, on the other hand, refers 

to the ability to understand the meaning of language 

input.

Input  processing  and  comprehension  are  closely 

related processes,  and they are both influenced by a 

variety  of  factors,  including  the  learner's  linguistic 

knowledge,  cognitive  abilities,  and  motivation. 

Learners with a strong linguistic knowledge base are 

better able to process and comprehend input, and they 
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are  also  more  likely  to  be  able  to  learn  from input. 

Cognitive  abilities,  such  as  attention,  memory,  and 

problem-solving  skills,  also  play  a  role  in  input 

processing and comprehension.  Learners with strong 

cognitive  abilities  are  better  able  to  focus  on  input, 

remember it, and make sense of it. Finally, motivation 

is  also  an  important  factor  in  input  processing  and 

comprehension. Learners who are motivated to learn a 

language are more likely to pay attention to input, try 

to understand it, and persist in the face of difficulty.

There  are  a  number  of  different  models  of  input 

processing and comprehension. One common model is 

the  bottom-up  model,  which  suggests  that  input 

processing  begins  with  the  perception  of  individual 

sounds and words. These sounds and words are then 

combined  into  larger  units,  such  as  phrases  and 

sentences.  The meaning of  these larger  units  is  then 

interpreted based on the learner's linguistic knowledge 

and cognitive abilities.
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Another common model is the top-down model, which 

suggests  that  input  processing  begins  with  the 

activation  of  relevant  schemata.  These  schemata  are 

mental  representations  of  our  knowledge  about  the 

world, and they help us to predict what we are likely to 

hear or read. Once a schema is activated, it helps us to 

process  and  comprehend  input  by  providing  a 

framework for interpretation.

In reality, input processing and comprehension are not 

as simple as either the bottom-up or top-down models 

suggest.  Rather,  they  are  complex  processes  that 

involve both bottom-up and top-down processing. The 

relative  importance  of  bottom-up  and  top-down 

processing depends on a variety of  factors,  including 

the  learner's  linguistic  knowledge,  cognitive  abilities, 

and motivation.

Input processing and comprehension are essential for 

language  acquisition  and  development.  By 

understanding  the  processes  involved  in  input 
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processing  and  comprehension,  we  can  better 

understand how learners learn languages and how we 

can help them to learn more effectively.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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