
Newport:  A  Rhode  Island  Historical 

Treasure

Introduction

Newport,  Rhode  Island,  a  city  steeped  in  history, 

charm, and natural  beauty,  invites you on a journey 

through time in this captivating book. From its humble 

beginnings  as  a  colonial  settlement  to  its 

transformation  into  a  Gilded  Age  playground, 

Newport's  story  is  a  testament  to  the  resilience, 

ingenuity, and creativity of its people.

In the tapestry of Newport's past, discover the indelible 

mark left by its founding fathers, Roger Williams and 

Anne Hutchinson, who sought religious freedom in the 

untamed wilderness. Witness the town's pivotal role in 

the American Revolution, when it served as a strategic 

port and a hotbed of intrigue. Delve into the golden age 
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of  shipbuilding  and  maritime  trade,  which  brought 

prosperity and renown to Newport's shores.

Newport's  architectural  heritage is  a  testament  to  its 

rich  past,  boasting  a  stunning  array  of  colonial, 

Georgian,  Federal,  Victorian,  and  modern  buildings. 

Explore the grand mansions and historic districts that 

whisper  tales  of  opulence,  elegance,  and  societal 

change.  Immerse  yourself  in  Newport's  vibrant  arts 

and  culture  scene,  where  literary  giants,  renowned 

artists,  and  musical  legends  have  left  their  indelible 

mark.

Newport's natural beauty is an enchanting symphony 

of  land and sea.  Stroll  along the scenic  Cliff Walk,  a 

breathtaking  path  that  hugs  the  Atlantic  coastline, 

offering  panoramic  views  of  the  ocean's  grandeur. 

Discover the city's pristine beaches, parks, and hiking 

trails,  where  nature's  tranquility  and  restorative 

powers await.
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As you journey through the pages of this book, you'll 

uncover  the  stories  of  the  people  who  shaped 

Newport's  destiny—from  the  Indigenous  tribes  who 

first called this land home to the intrepid settlers who 

dared to dream of a new life. You'll witness the rise and 

fall of industries, the ebb and flow of fortunes, and the 

enduring  spirit  of  a  community  that  has  weathered 

storms and celebrated triumphs throughout its storied 

history.

Newport  today  stands  as  a  vibrant  city  that 

harmoniously blends its rich heritage with a modern, 

forward-looking spirit. It beckons travelers from near 

and far  to  explore  its  historic  treasures,  embrace  its 

cultural offerings, and revel in the beauty of its natural 

surroundings.  Whether  you're  a  history  buff,  an 

architecture  enthusiast,  a  nature  lover,  or  simply 

someone  seeking  a  captivating  travel  destination, 

Newport  promises  an  unforgettable  experience  that 

will linger in your heart long after you've bid farewell 

to its enchanting shores.
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Book Description

Journey  through  the  captivating  annals  of  Newport, 

Rhode Island, a city where history, culture, and natural 

beauty converge to create an unforgettable destination. 

In  this  comprehensive  guide,  discover  the  stories, 

landmarks,  and  hidden  gems  that  make  Newport  a 

treasure  trove  for  travelers  and  history  enthusiasts 

alike.

Embark  on  a  voyage  through  time  as  you  explore 

Newport's rich heritage, from its humble beginnings as 

a colonial settlement to its transformation into a Gilded 

Age  playground.  Delve  into  the  lives  of  the  city's 

founding  fathers,  Roger  Williams  and  Anne 

Hutchinson,  who  sought  religious  freedom  in  the 

untamed wilderness. Witness Newport's pivotal role in 

the American Revolution, when it served as a strategic 

port and a hotbed of intrigue.
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Unravel the tales of Newport's maritime prowess, from 

its  golden  age  of  shipbuilding  to  its  bustling  trade 

routes. Discover the architectural treasures that adorn 

the  city's  streets,  showcasing  a  stunning  array  of 

colonial,  Georgian,  Federal,  Victorian,  and  modern 

buildings.  Explore  the  grand  mansions  and  historic 

districts that whisper tales of opulence, elegance, and 

societal change.

Immerse yourself in Newport's vibrant arts and culture 

scene,  where  literary  giants,  renowned  artists,  and 

musical  legends have left  their  indelible  mark.  Stroll 

through the city's galleries, museums, and theaters, and 

uncover the stories behind the masterpieces that have 

captivated audiences for generations.

Newport's natural beauty is an enchanting symphony 

of  land and sea.  Stroll  along the scenic  Cliff Walk,  a 

breathtaking  path  that  hugs  the  Atlantic  coastline, 

offering  panoramic  views  of  the  ocean's  grandeur. 

Discover the city's pristine beaches, parks, and hiking 
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trails,  where  nature's  tranquility  and  restorative 

powers await.

Whether you're planning a visit to Newport or simply 

seeking  a  captivating  read,  this  book is  your  perfect 

companion. With its rich historical narrative, insightful 

cultural commentary, and stunning imagery, it brings 

Newport's  unique  charm  to  life,  inviting  you  to 

experience the city's timeless allure.
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Chapter  1:  Newport's  Founding  and 

Early Settlers

The  Indigenous  Presence:  Exploring  the 

Native American Tribes Before Colonization

Before the arrival of European settlers,  the land that 

would become Newport was home to a rich and diverse 

array  of  Indigenous  tribes.  These  tribes,  with  their 

unique  cultures,  languages,  and  traditions,  had 

inhabited the region for thousands of years, living in 

harmony with the land and its resources.

One  of  the  prominent  tribes  in  the  area  was  the 

Narragansett people. With their main villages located 

in  what  is  now  South  Kingstown,  the  Narragansetts 

were  known  for  their  skilled  farming  practices, 

particularly  their  cultivation  of  corn,  beans,  and 

squash.  They  also  excelled  at  fishing,  hunting,  and 

gathering,  utilizing  the  abundant  resources  of  the 

coastline and forests.
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Another significant tribe was the Wampanoag people, 

whose  territory  encompassed  much  of  southeastern 

New  England.  The  Wampanoags  were  renowned  for 

their seafaring skills and their intricate knowledge of 

coastal navigation. They played a crucial role in aiding 

the  Pilgrims  who  arrived  at  Plymouth  in  1620, 

providing them with food, shelter, and guidance in the 

unfamiliar land.

In  addition  to  the  Narragansetts  and  Wampanoags, 

numerous  other  tribes  called  this  region  home, 

including the Niantics, the Pequots, and the Mohegans. 

Each  tribe  possessed  its  own  unique  identity  and 

contributed to the rich cultural tapestry of the area.

The  arrival  of  European  settlers  brought  about 

significant changes to the lives of the Indigenous tribes. 

Colonization disrupted their traditional way of life, as 

their lands were encroached upon and their resources 

depleted.  Despite  these  challenges,  the  Indigenous 

peoples  demonstrated  resilience  and  adaptability, 

8



maintaining  their  cultural  traditions  and  identities 

while navigating the new realities imposed upon them.

The  Indigenous  presence  in  Newport  and  the 

surrounding region left an indelible mark on the area's 

history and heritage. Their knowledge of the land, their 

agricultural  practices,  and their  maritime skills  were 

invaluable to the early settlers. As we delve deeper into 

Newport's  past,  it  is  essential  to  acknowledge  and 

honor the contributions of the Indigenous tribes who 

were the first inhabitants of this land.
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Chapter  1:  Newport's  Founding  and 

Early Settlers

Roger Williams and the Pursuit of Religious 

Freedom

Roger  Williams,  a  Puritan  minister,  emerged  as  a 

pivotal  figure  in  the  founding  of  Newport  and  the 

pursuit of religious freedom in the American colonies. 

His unwavering belief in the separation of church and 

state  and  his  advocacy  for  individual  liberty  would 

leave an indelible mark on Newport's history.

In  the  early  17th  century,  religious  persecution  and 

intolerance were rampant in England and its colonies. 

Williams, a deeply spiritual man, found himself at odds 

with the strict religious doctrines and practices of the 

Puritan  establishment.  He  believed  that  the 

government  should  not  interfere  in  matters  of  faith 

and that  individuals  should  be  free  to  practice  their 

religion without fear of persecution.
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In  1635,  Williams  was  banished  from  the 

Massachusetts Bay Colony for his controversial views. 

He sought refuge in Rhode Island, where he founded 

the town of Providence in 1636. Williams's vision for 

Providence  was  to  create  a  haven  of  religious 

tolerance, where people of all faiths could live in peace 

and harmony.

News  of  Williams's  settlement  quickly  spread, 

attracting  individuals  who  had  also  faced  religious 

persecution.  Newport,  located  on  the  island  of 

Aquidneck,  became a natural  extension of  Williams's 

vision.  In  1639,  a  group  of  settlers  led  by  William 

Coddington and John Clarke purchased the island from 

the Narragansett Indians and established the town of 

Newport.

Newport  and  Providence  shared  a  common  bond  of 

religious  freedom  and  individual  liberty.  The  two 

settlements  became  known  as  the  "Rhode  Island 

Colonies," a refuge for those seeking to escape religious 
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oppression.  Williams's  unwavering  commitment  to 

religious tolerance and his belief in the separation of 

church  and  state  laid  the  foundation  for  Newport's 

identity as a city that welcomed people of diverse faiths 

and backgrounds.

Williams's  influence  extended  beyond  the  realm  of 

religion. He was a skilled diplomat and negotiator, who 

played a crucial role in maintaining peaceful relations 

between  the  Rhode  Island  Colonies  and  the 

neighboring Native American tribes. He also served as 

a  mediator  in  disputes  between  the  various  factions 

within the colony.

Roger  Williams's  legacy  as  a  champion  of  religious 

freedom and individual liberty continues to resonate in 

Newport and beyond. His ideals have shaped the city's 

history  and  culture,  making  it  a  welcoming  and 

inclusive community that values diversity and respects 

the rights of all its citizens.
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Chapter  1:  Newport's  Founding  and 

Early Settlers

The  First  Settlers:  Establishing  Roots  and 

Building a Community

Newport's  early  settlers  were  a  diverse  group  of 

individuals  seeking  a  new  life  in  a  new  land.  They 

came  from  different  backgrounds,  with  different 

motivations,  but  they  shared  a  common  desire  for 

freedom and opportunity.

The  first  permanent  settlers  arrived  in  Newport  in 

1639, led by William Coddington and Anne Hutchinson. 

Coddington  was  a  wealthy  merchant  and  politician 

who had been banished from the Massachusetts  Bay 

Colony for his religious beliefs. Hutchinson was a fiery 

preacher  who  had  also  been  banished  from 

Massachusetts for her outspoken views.
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These early settlers faced many challenges in their new 

home. The land was unfamiliar and unforgiving, and 

the winters were harsh. They had to build homes, clear 

land  for  farming,  and  establish  a  system  of 

government. They also had to contend with the threat 

of attack from Native American tribes.

Despite these challenges, the early settlers persevered. 

They built  a  community  that  was based on religious 

freedom,  tolerance,  and  cooperation.  They  also 

established a thriving economy based on agriculture, 

fishing, and trade.

One of the most important factors in the success of the 

early  Newport  settlers  was their  willingness  to  work 

together.  They  shared  resources,  helped  each  other 

build  homes  and  farms,  and  defended  each  other 

against  attack.  They  also  established  a  system  of 

government that was fair and just.

The early settlers of Newport laid the foundation for a 

city that would become a major center of commerce, 
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culture,  and  innovation.  Their  legacy  is  still  visible 

today  in  the  city's  historic  buildings,  its  vibrant  arts 

scene, and its commitment to religious freedom.

Newport's  early  settlers  came  from  all  walks  of  life. 

There  were  farmers,  merchants,  fishermen,  and 

artisans.  There  were  also  religious  refugees,  political 

exiles,  and  adventurers.  Despite  their  diversity,  they 

were united by a common goal: to build a new life in a 

new land.

The early settlers faced many challenges. They had to 

contend with a harsh climate, unfamiliar terrain, and 

hostile  natives.  They  also  had  to  overcome  the 

challenges of building a new community from scratch. 

But  they  persevered,  and  their  hard  work  and 

dedication laid the foundation for the city of Newport.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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