The Eagles Over the West Pacific

Introduction

The vast expanse of the Pacific Ocean, stretching from
the shores of Asia to the Americas, has long been a
stage for human drama and historical transformation.
In the 20th century, the Pacific became a crucible of
conflict and cooperation, witnessing the rise and fall of
empires, the clash of ideologies, and the emergence of a

new global order.

In this comprehensive volume, Pasquale De Marco
delves into the rich history of the United States in the
Pacific, exploring the complex interplay of politics,
economics, and military power that has shaped the
region over the past century. From the acquisition of
the Philippines and Hawaii to the devastating conflicts

of World War II, the Cold War, and beyond, Pasquale



De Marco provides a nuanced and thought-provoking

analysis of America's role in the Pacific.

Drawing on a wealth of primary and secondary
sources, Pasquale De Marco masterfully weaves
together the stories of individuals, communities, and
nations, capturing the human dimension of historical
events. The book sheds light on the motivations and
actions of key players, from military leaders and
political figures to ordinary citizens, offering a deeper
understanding of the forces that have shaped the

Pacific region.

The Eagles Over the West Pacific is not merely a
chronicle of past events; it is also a meditation on the
enduring themes of history. Pasquale De Marco
explores the ways in which the Pacific has served as a
crossroads of cultures, a battleground for competing
ideologies, and a laboratory for experimentation in
global governance. The book also examines the region's

role in shaping American identity and foreign policy,



highlighting the complex relationship between the

United States and its Pacific neighbors.

With its rigorous scholarship, engaging narrative style,
and insightful analysis, The Eagles Over the West
Pacific is an essential resource for anyone seeking to
understand the history of the United States in the
Pacific. It is a valuable contribution to the literature on
American foreign policy, military history, and
international relations, and it is sure to spark debate
and discussion among scholars and general readers

alike.



Book Description

The Eagles Over the West Pacific is a comprehensive
and engaging exploration of the United States' role in
the Pacific during the 20th century. Drawing on a
wealth of primary and secondary sources, Pasquale De
Marco provides a nuanced and thought-provoking
analysis of the political, economic, and military factors

that have shaped the region over the past century.

Beginning with the acquisition of the Philippines and
Hawaii, the Dbook traces America's growing
involvement in the Pacific, culminating in the
devastating conflicts of World War II. It examines the
Cold War rivalry between the United States and the
Soviet Union, the rise of China as a global power, and
the ongoing challenges of maintaining peace and

stability in the region.

The Eagles Over the West Pacific is more than just a

historical narrative; it is also a meditation on the



enduring themes of history. Pasquale De Marco
explores the ways in which the Pacific has served as a
crossroads of cultures, a battleground for competing
ideologies, and a laboratory for experimentation in
global governance. The book also examines the region's
role in shaping American identity and foreign policy,
highlighting the complex relationship between the

United States and its Pacific neighbors.

With its rigorous scholarship, engaging narrative style,
and insightful analysis, The Eagles Over the West
Pacific is an essential resource for anyone seeking to
understand the history of the United States in the
Pacific. It is a valuable contribution to the literature on
American foreign policy, military history, and
international relations, and it is sure to spark debate
and discussion among scholars and general readers

alike.

Whether you are a student of history, a policymaker, or

simply a curious reader, The Eagles Over the West



Pacific offers a fascinating and informative journey
through one of the most dynamic and consequential
regions of the world. Immerse yourself in the rich
tapestry of the Pacific's past and gain a deeper
understanding of the forces that continue to shape its

future.



Chapter 1: A New Era in the Pacific

The End of Isolationism

The United States emerged from the Spanish-American
War in 1898 as a global power, with new territories in
the Caribbean and the Pacificc This marked a
significant departure from the country's traditional
policy of isolationism, which had guided its foreign

policy for over a century.

There were several factors that contributed to the end
of isolationism in the United States. First, the country's
rapidly growing economy and industrial capacity made
it increasingly difficult to maintain a policy of isolation.
American businesses were eager to find new markets
for their goods and services, and they looked to

overseas expansion as a way to achieve this.

Second, the emergence of new global powers, such as
Germany and Japan, posed a threat to American

interests. The United States was concerned that these
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countries would challenge its dominance in the global
economy and military, and it sought to expand its

influence in order to protect its interests.

Third, the Spanish-American War itself was a
watershed moment in American history. The war
demonstrated the country's military strength and its
willingness to use force to protect its interests. It also
helped to create a sense of national pride and unity,
which made it more difficult for isolationists to argue

against American involvement in world affairs.

The end of isolationism led to a new era in American
foreign policy. The United States became more active in
international affairs, and it began to take a more
assertive role in shaping the global order. This new era
was marked by both successes and failures, but it
ultimately led to the United States becoming the

world's leading superpower.

The end of isolationism also had a profound impact on

the Pacific region. The United States acquired the
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Philippines, Guam, and Hawaii as a result of the
Spanish-American War, and it quickly became a major
player in the region. The United States also played a
key role in the Boxer Rebellion in China in 1900, which

further cemented its position as a Pacific power.

The United States' involvement in the Pacific region
was not without controversy. Some Americans argued
that the country should focus on its own affairs and
avoid becoming entangled in foreign conflicts. Others
argued that the United States had a responsibility to
use its power to promote democracy and human rights

around the world.

Despite the controversy, the United States remained a
major player in the Pacific region throughout the 20th
century. The country's involvement in the region had a
profound impact on the history of the Pacific, and it
continues to shape the region's politics and economies

today.



Chapter 1: A New Era in the Pacific

The Rise of American Imperialism

The late 19th and early 20th centuries witnessed a
dramatic surge in American imperialism, a
phenomenon that profoundly shaped the course of
history in the Pacific region. Driven by a complex
interplay of economic, political, and ideological factors,
the United States embarked on an ambitious campaign
of territorial expansion, extending its reach across the

vast expanse of the Pacific Ocean.

At the heart of this imperial drive lay the desire for
economic dominance. The United States, rapidly
industrializing and hungry for new markets and
resources, looked to the Pacific as a fertile ground for
expansion. The acquisition of colonies and
protectorates, such as the Philippines, Hawaii, and
Guam, provided access to valuable raw materials,

agricultural products, and new consumer markets.
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These overseas possessions also served as strategic
outposts, facilitating trade and commerce across the

Pacific and bolstering American naval power.

Political considerations also played a significant role in
the rise of American imperialism. The United States,
emerging as a global power, sought to assert its
influence and protect its interests in the Pacific. The
Spanish-American War of 1898, sparked by the sinking
of the battleship USS Maine in Havana harbor, resulted
in the acquisition of Puerto Rico, Guam, and the
Philippines, marking a watershed moment in American
foreign policy. These new territories not only expanded
the nation's empire but also brought it into direct
conflict with other imperial powers, particularly Japan,

setting the stage for future tensions and rivalries.

Ideological factors also fueled the rise of American
imperialism. The late 19th century witnessed a surge of
nationalism and a belief in the inherent superiority of

Anglo-Saxon culture. Many Americans believed that it
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was their duty to "civilize" and uplift the peoples of the
Pacific, bringing them the benefits of Western
civilization and Christianity. This paternalistic attitude,
coupled with a sense of manifest destiny, provided a
moral justification for the expansion of American

power and influence.

The rise of American imperialism had a profound
impact on the Pacific region. The United States, with its
newfound imperial possessions, became a major player
in the region, challenging the dominance of European
powers and setting the stage for the conflicts of the
20th century. The acquisition of the Philippines, in
particular, brought the United States into close
proximity to Japan, a rising power with its own
imperial ambitions. The tensions between these two
nations would eventually erupt in the devastating
Pacific War, forever altering the geopolitical landscape

of the region.
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Chapter 1: A New Era in the Pacific

The Spanish-American War and the

Acquisition of the Philippines

The Spanish-American War of 1898 marked a
watershed moment in American history, propelling the
United States onto the world stage as a global power.
The conflict, rooted in Cuba's struggle for
independence from Spanish colonial rule, rapidly
escalated, drawing the United States into a wider
confrontation with Spain. The war's outcome had a
profound impact on the United States, particularly in

shaping its relationship with the Pacific region.

One of the most significant consequences of the
Spanish-American War was the acquisition of the
Philippines by the United States. The Philippines, a
sprawling archipelago of over 7,000 islands, had been
under Spanish rule for more than three centuries. The

United States' victory in the war resulted in the signing
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of the Treaty of Paris in 1898, which formally ceded the

Philippines to the United States.

The acquisition of the Philippines was a controversial
issue in the United States. Many Americans, including
prominent politicians and intellectuals, opposed the
annexation of the Philippines, arguing that it would
entangle the United States in foreign entanglements
and divert attention and resources from domestic
issues. However, President William McKinley and his
supporters argued that the Philippines were a strategic
asset that would enhance American security and

economic interests in the Pacific.

The debate over the Philippines reflected a broader
debate about the role of the United States in the world.
The acquisition of the Philippines marked a significant
departure from the country's traditional policy of
isolationism. The United States had long avoided
involvement in European conflicts and had focused on

its own continental expansion. However, the Spanish-
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American War and the acquisition of the Philippines
thrust the United States into a new era of global

engagement.

The acquisition of the Philippines also had a profound
impact on the Philippines themselves. American rule
brought about significant changes in the political,
economic, and social spheres. The United States
established a colonial government in the Philippines,
which introduced a new legal system, educational
system, and economic policies. The United States also
suppressed the Philippine independence movement,
which had been growing in strength in the late 19th

century.

The American occupation of the Philippines lasted for
nearly 50 years. During this time, the United States
invested heavily in the Philippines, developing
infrastructure, education, and healthcare. The United
States also promoted economic development,

encouraging the growth of agriculture and industry.
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However, the American occupation was also marked
by periods of unrest and violence, as Filipinos fought

for their independence.

The Philippines finally gained independence from the
United States in 1946. The legacy of American rule in
the Philippines is complex and multifaceted. On the
one hand, the United States brought about significant
improvements in the Philippines, modernizing the
country and introducing new technologies and ideas.
On the other hand, the United States also suppressed
Filipino independence and exploited the country's

resources for its own economic benefit.

The acquisition of the Philippines was a pivotal
moment in American history, marking the country's
emergence as a global power and its entry into a new
era of global engagement. The legacy of American rule
in the Philippines is still debated today, as Filipinos and
Americans continue to grapple with the complex

history of their relationship.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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