The Man with the Red Tie and Other

Tales from the Outskirts of Politics

Introduction

The Man with the Red Tie is a book about politics, but
it's not a book about politicians. It's about the people
who get involved in politics because they believe they
can make a difference, even if they don't always
succeed. It's about the outsiders, the idealists, the

dreamers who dare to challenge the status quo.

It's about people like Grant Cogswell, a poet, punk rock
fan, and anarchist who ran for city council in Seattle in
2001. Grant was a long shot, but he ran because he
believed that the city was being run by a corrupt
political machine that was more interested in lining its

own pockets than in serving the people.



Grant's campaign was a disaster. He didn't have any
money, he didn't have any experience, and he didn't
have any support from the political establishment. But
he did have one thing: passion. Grant believed in his

cause, and he wasn't afraid to fight for it.

Grant's story is inspiring, but it's also heartbreaking. He
lost his election, and he never achieved his dream of
making a difference in the world. But his story is still
worth telling, because it's a reminder that even the

smallest of us can make a difference.

The Man with the Red Tie is a book about hope, about
perseverance, and about the power of one person to
make a difference. It's a book that will inspire you to
get involved in your community, to stand up for what

you believe in, and to never give up on your dreams.

In these pages, you'll meet a cast of characters who are
as unforgettable as they are flawed. There's Phil
Campbell, the burnt-out reporter who becomes Grant's

campaign manager; Sarah Jones, the idealistic young
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woman who believes that she can change the world;
and a host of other characters who will make you

laugh, cry, and think.

The Man with the Red Tie is a book that will stay with
you long after you finish reading it. It's a book that will
inspire you to be a better person, to fight for what you

believe in, and to never give up on your dreams.



Book Description

The Man with the Red Tie is a book about politics, but
it's not a book about politicians. It's about the people
who get involved in politics because they believe they
can make a difference, even if they don't always
succeed. It's about the outsiders, the idealists, the

dreamers who dare to challenge the status quo.

Meet Grant Cogswell, a poet, punk rock fan, and
anarchist who ran for city council in Seattle in 2001.
Grant was a long shot, but he ran because he believed
that the city was being run by a corrupt political
machine that was more interested in lining its own

pockets than in serving the people.

Grant's campaign was a disaster. He didn't have any
money, he didn't have any experience, and he didn't
have any support from the political establishment. But
he did have one thing: passion. Grant believed in his

cause, and he wasn't afraid to fight for it.



Grant's story is inspiring, but it's also heartbreaking. He
lost his election, and he never achieved his dream of
making a difference in the world. But his story is still
worth telling, because it's a reminder that even the

smallest of us can make a difference.

The Man with the Red Tie is a book about hope, about
perseverance, and about the power of one person to
make a difference. It's a book that will inspire you to
get involved in your community, to stand up for what

you believe in, and to never give up on your dreams.

In these pages, you'll meet a cast of characters who are
as unforgettable as they are flawed. There's Phil
Campbell, the burnt-out reporter who becomes Grant's
campaign manager; Sarah Jones, the idealistic young
woman who believes that she can change the world;
and a host of other characters who will make you

laugh, cry, and think.

The Man with the Red Tie is a book that will stay with

you long after you finish reading it. It's a book that will
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inspire you to be a better person, to fight for what you

believe in, and to never give up on your dreams.



Chapter 1: The Red Tie

A symbol of power

The red tie is a powerful symbol. It is often associated
with power, authority, and wealth. In many cultures,
red is seen as a color of strength and virility. It is also
the color of blood, which can be seen as a symbol of life

and death.

The red tie has been worn by kings, presidents, and
other leaders throughout history. It is also a common
sight in the business world, where it is often seen as a

sign of success.

But the red tie is not always a symbol of power and
authority. It can also be seen as a symbol of oppression
and injustice. In some cultures, red is associated with
danger and violence. It is also the color of the devil,

which can be seen as a symbol of evil.

The red tie is a complex and multifaceted symbol. It

can represent both good and evil, power and
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oppression. It is a symbol that can be interpreted in

many different ways.

In the book The Man with the Red Tie and Other Tales
from the Outskirts of Politics, the red tie is a symbol of
both power and oppression. The protagonist, Grant
Cogswell, is a poet and activist who runs for city
council in Seattle. He wears a red tie as a symbol of his
commitment to social justice. But the red tie also
becomes a target for his opponents, who see it as a

symbol of his radicalism.

The red tie is a reminder that power is a double-edged
sword. It can be used for good or for evil. It is up to us

to decide how we will use it.



Chapter 1: The Red Tie

A source of pride

For some, a red tie is simply a piece of clothing, an
accessory to be worn with a suit. But for others, it is a
symbol of something much deeper, a source of great

pride.

For Grant Cogswell, the man with the red tie, his tie
was a symbol of his identity. He was a poet, a punk
rocker, and an anarchist, and his tie was a way of
expressing his individuality and his commitment to his

beliefs.

Grant wore his tie to city council meetings, to protests,
and to poetry readings. He wore it even when he knew
it would make him a target for ridicule. But Grant
didn't care. He was proud of who he was, and his tie
was a way of showing the world that he wasn't afraid

to be different.



Grant's tie was also a source of pride for his friends and
family. They knew that he was a good man, a man of
principle, and they were proud to have him in their

lives.

But not everyone shared Grant's pride. Some people
saw his tie as a symbol of everything they hated. They
saw it as a symbol of rebellion, of anarchy, and of

everything that was wrong with the world.

But Grant didn't let their hatred get to him. He
continued to wear his tie, and he continued to fight for
what he believed in. He knew that his tie was more
than just a piece of clothing. It was a symbol of his

identity, his beliefs, and his pride.

10



Chapter 1: The Red Tie

A target of ridicule

Grant Cogswell was a lot of things: a poet, a punk rock
fan, an anarchist, and a grassroots activist. But he was

also a target of ridicule.

Grant's appearance was unconventional, to say the
least. He had long hair, a beard, and a pierced eyebrow.
He often wore mismatched clothing and didn't seem to

care much about his personal hygiene.

Grant's politics were also unconventional. He was a
strong advocate for social justice and environmental
protection. He believed that the government should be

working for the people, not for the corporations.

Grant's views were not always popular, especially in
the small town where he lived. He was often criticized
for being a troublemaker and a radical. Some people

even accused him of being a terrorist.
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But Grant never let the ridicule get to him. He
continued to speak out for what he believed in, even

when it was unpopular.

Grant's story is an inspiring example of how one
person can make a difference, even if they are not
always popular. He shows us that it is possible to stand

up for what you believe in, even when it is difficult.

Grant's story also reminds us that it is important to be
tolerant of others, even if we do not agree with them.
We should all be free to express our own views, even if

they are different from the majority.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.

13



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: The Red Tie * A symbol of power * A source
of pride * A target of ridicule * A reminder of failure *

A catalyst for change

Chapter 2: The Outsider * The allure of the fringe *
The loneliness of exile * The wisdom of the
marginalized * The danger of zealotry * The power of

perspective

Chapter 3: The Campaign * The thrill of the chase *
The agony of defeat * The lessons of failure * The

importance of perseverance * The value of community

Chapter 4: The City * A place of dreams * A place of
despair * A place of transformation * A place of conflict

* A place of hope

Chapter 5: The People * The faces behind the
headlines * The stories that go untold * The power of
the individual * The importance of connection * The
resilience of the human spirit

14



Chapter 6: The System * The flaws of democracy * The
power of money * The influence of special interests *

The need for reform * The hope for change

Chapter 7: The Media * The watchdog of society * The
gatekeeper of information * The mirror of public
opinion * The power of persuasion * The responsibility

to inform

Chapter 8: The Future * The challenges ahead * The
opportunities to be seized * The choices to be made *

The hope for a better tomorrow * The urgency of action

Chapter 9: The Man with the Red Tie * A flawed hero
* A symbol of hope * A reminder of the power of one *

Alesson in perseverance * An inspiration to us all

Chapter 10: The Last Word * A call to action * A
message of hope * A plea for understanding * A

challenge to the status quo * A vision for the future

15



This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.
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50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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