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Introduction

The roar of engines, the smell of burning rubber, and 

the  thrill  of  high-speed  competition—these  are  the 

elements  that  define  the  world  of  sports  car  racing. 

Among  the  most  iconic  and  legendary  cars  to  ever 

grace the racetrack is the Ford GT40, a machine that 

was born from a fierce rivalry and became a symbol of 

American ingenuity and triumph.

In this comprehensive and captivating book, we delve 

into  the  fascinating  story  behind  the  GT40,  from  its 

humble beginnings to its remarkable achievements on 

the  world's  greatest  racetracks.  We  will  explore  the 

birth of the GT40 concept, the challenges faced by the 

Shelby  American  team,  and  the  relentless  pursuit  of 
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victory that culminated in the car's historic triumphs at 

Le Mans.

Through vivid accounts and exclusive interviews with 

key  figures  involved  in  the  GT40  project,  we  will 

uncover the secrets behind its success.  We will  learn 

about  the  innovative  engineering  solutions,  the 

strategic decisions, and the unwavering determination 

that made the GT40 an unbeatable force.

Beyond the  racetrack,  the  GT40 has  left  an indelible 

mark  on  popular  culture.  Its  sleek  design  and 

impressive performance have made it a favorite among 

car enthusiasts and collectors worldwide. We will delve 

into  the  GT40's  enduring  legacy,  exploring  its 

appearances in movies, video games, and other forms 

of media.

Whether you are a seasoned motorsports fan or simply 

appreciate the beauty and history of iconic cars,  this 

book is an essential addition to your library. Join us on 

a journey through time as we celebrate the legend of 
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the Ford GT40, a car that forever changed the face of 

sports car racing.
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Book Description

In  the  annals  of  motorsports  history,  few  cars  have 

captured  the  imagination  and  admiration  of 

enthusiasts  like  the  Ford  GT40.  This  legendary 

machine,  born  from  a  fierce  rivalry  and  driven  by 

unwavering determination,  rewrote the record books 

and  became  a  symbol  of  American  innovation  and 

triumph.

In this comprehensive and captivating book, we delve 

into  the  extraordinary  journey of  the  GT40,  from its 

humble beginnings to its remarkable achievements on 

the world's greatest racetracks. We uncover the stories 

behind the  visionary engineers,  fearless  drivers,  and 

dedicated  team  members  who  made  the  GT40  an 

unstoppable force.

Through  exclusive  interviews  and  in-depth  research, 

we explore the technical advancements that gave the 

GT40  its  edge,  including  its  sleek  aerodynamics, 
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powerful engine, and innovative design. We relive the 

thrilling races,  the heart-pounding moments,  and the 

dramatic  victories  that  cemented the GT40's  place in 

history.

Beyond the  racetrack,  the  GT40 has  left  an indelible 

mark  on  popular  culture.  Its  iconic  design  and 

impressive performance have made it a favorite among 

car  enthusiasts,  collectors,  and  filmmakers  alike.  We 

delve  into  the  GT40's  enduring  legacy,  exploring  its 

appearances in movies, video games, and other forms 

of media.

Whether you're a seasoned motorsports fan or simply 

appreciate the beauty and history of iconic cars,  this 

book  is  an  essential  addition  to  your  library.  It's  a 

celebration of the GT40's legacy, a testament to human 

ingenuity, and an inspiration to anyone who dreams of 

achieving the impossible.  Join us on this exhilarating 

journey as we explore the legend of the Ford GT40, a 

car that forever changed the face of sports car racing.
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Chapter 1: Birth of a Legend

The Father of the GT40: Carroll Shelby

A  visionary  leader,  a  fearless  racer,  and  a  true 

automotive icon—Carroll Shelby was the driving force 

behind  the  Ford  GT40  project,  the  man  whose 

unwavering  determination  and  relentless  pursuit  of 

excellence propelled the car to legendary status.

Shelby's journey in the world of motorsports began at 

an early age. Born in Leesburg, Texas, in 1923, he was 

fascinated by cars and racing from a young age. After 

serving  as  a  flight  instructor  during  World  War  II, 

Shelby  returned  to  civilian  life  with  a  newfound 

passion for competitive driving.

In  the  1950s,  Shelby  made  a  name  for  himself  as  a 

successful  sports  car  racer,  winning  numerous  races 

and  championships.  His  aggressive  driving  style  and 

fearless attitude earned him the nickname "Cobra," a 
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moniker that would later become synonymous with his 

most famous creation, the Shelby Cobra.

Shelby's racing career was cut short in 1959 due to a 

heart condition. However, his love for the sport and his 

indomitable spirit led him to a new chapter in his life: 

car  design  and  manufacturing.  In  1962,  he  founded 

Shelby  American,  a  company  that  specialized  in 

modifying and racing Ford vehicles.

It  was through Shelby American that  Shelby became 

involved in the GT40 project. In 1963, Ford approached 

Shelby with a request to help them develop a car that 

could compete with Ferrari at the 24 Hours of Le Mans, 

the world's most prestigious endurance race.

Shelby,  known  for  his  meticulous  attention  to  detail 

and his innovative engineering solutions, eagerly took 

on the challenge. He and his team worked tirelessly to 

modify the existing GT40 prototype, making significant 

improvements  to  its  aerodynamics,  suspension,  and 

engine performance.
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Under  Shelby's  leadership,  the  GT40  underwent  a 

remarkable  transformation.  The  car  became  lighter, 

more  powerful,  and  more  aerodynamically  efficient. 

Shelby  also  recruited  a  team  of  talented  drivers, 

including Ken Miles, Dan Gurney, and Bruce McLaren, 

who would play a crucial role in the GT40's success on 

the racetrack.
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Chapter 1: Birth of a Legend

The Genesis of the GT40 Concept

In  the  realm  of  automotive  history,  few  cars  have 

captured the imagination and ignited the passions of 

enthusiasts  like  the  Ford  GT40.  This  legendary 

machine,  born from a fierce rivalry and driven by a 

relentless  pursuit  of  victory,  forever  changed  the 

landscape of sports car racing.

The genesis of the GT40 concept can be traced back to 

the early 1960s, a time when the world of motorsports 

was dominated by European manufacturers. Ferrari, in 

particular,  had  established  an  almost  unassailable 

dominance  at  the  24  Hours  of  Le  Mans,  the  world's 

most prestigious endurance race.

Determined  to  challenge  Ferrari's  supremacy,  Henry 

Ford  II,  the  visionary  leader  of  the  Ford  Motor 

Company, set his sights on creating an American car 

capable of  dethroning the Italian giant.  He entrusted 
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this  ambitious  project  to  Carroll  Shelby,  a  former 

racing  driver  turned  team  owner  and  automotive 

designer.

Shelby,  known  for  his  engineering  prowess  and  his 

ability  to  extract  maximum  performance  from 

machines,  embraced  the  challenge  with  unwavering 

determination.  He  assembled  a  team  of  talented 

engineers,  mechanics,  and  drivers,  united  by  a 

common goal:  to  build  a  car  that  would  conquer  Le 

Mans.

The team's starting point was the Lola Mk6, a British-

built race car with a promising design. Shelby and his 

team  meticulously  analyzed  the  Lola,  identifying  its 

strengths  and weaknesses.  They recognized the need 

for a more powerful engine, improved aerodynamics, 

and  a  chassis  capable  of  handling  the  rigors  of 

endurance racing.

With  unwavering  focus  and  meticulous  attention  to 

detail,  the team set about transforming the Lola into 
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the  GT40.  They  worked  tirelessly,  day  and  night, 

pushing the boundaries of engineering and innovation. 

They  experimented  with  different  engine 

configurations,  aerodynamic  designs,  and  suspension 

systems, determined to create a car that was both fast 

and reliable.

The result of their tireless efforts was the Ford GT40, a 

sleek and purposeful machine that embodied the spirit 

of American ingenuity and determination. It was a car 

designed  to  win,  a  car  that  would  challenge  the 

established  order  and  rewrite  the  history  books  of 

sports car racing.
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Chapter 1: Birth of a Legend

Early Prototypes and Design Challenges

Carroll  Shelby,  a  renowned  American  automotive 

designer and racing driver, had a vision of creating a 

car that could compete with and defeat the dominant 

European marques in endurance racing.  He believed 

that  an  American-made  car  could  not  only  be 

competitive  but  also  achieve  victory  on  the  world's 

most challenging circuits.

However,  the  road  to  success  was  not  without  its 

obstacles.  The  early  prototypes  of  the  GT40  faced 

numerous  design  challenges  that  needed  to  be 

overcome. One of the most significant hurdles was the 

car's weight. To achieve the desired performance, the 

GT40 needed to be as lightweight as possible.  Shelby 

and his team experimented with various materials and 

construction  methods  to  shed  unnecessary  weight 

while maintaining structural integrity.
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Another  challenge  was  the  car's  aerodynamics.  To 

achieve  high  speeds  and  maintain  stability  on  long 

straights  and  through  high-speed  corners,  the  GT40 

required careful aerodynamic design. The team spent 

countless  hours  in  wind  tunnels,  refining  the  car's 

shape and adding aerodynamic elements  to  optimize 

its performance.

The  suspension and handling  of  the  GT40  were  also 

critical  aspects  that  needed  to  be  perfected.  The  car 

needed  to  be  agile  and  responsive,  yet  stable  and 

predictable  at  high  speeds.  The  team  experimented 

with different  suspension configurations and settings 

to  find  the  ideal  balance  between  handling  and 

stability.

Cooling was another concern for the GT40's powerful 

engine.  The  team  needed  to  ensure  that  the  engine 

received  adequate  airflow  to  prevent  overheating 

during  intense  racing  conditions.  They  designed  a 

sophisticated  cooling  system  that  included  large 
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radiators, ducts, and vents to channel air efficiently to 

the engine.

Finally,  the team had to  address  the car's  reliability. 

Endurance  racing  is  a  grueling  test  of  both  car  and 

driver, and the GT40 needed to be able to withstand the 

rigors  of  long-distance  competition.  The  team 

conducted extensive testing and made modifications to 

ensure that the car was robust and durable enough to 

handle the demands of 24-hour races like Le Mans.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

15



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: Birth of a Legend - The Father of the GT40: 

Carroll Shelby - The Genesis of the GT40 Concept - Early 

Prototypes and Design Challenges - Ford's Involvement 

and  Financial  Backing  -  The  GT40  Name  and  Its 

Significance

Chapter 2: The All-American Team - Key Members of 

the Shelby American Team - The Drivers: Profiles and 

Contributions - The Engineers and Mechanics: Behind 

the  Scenes  -  International  Collaborations  and 

Partnerships - The Spirit of Innovation and Teamwork

Chapter 3: The Road to Le Mans - The 24 Hours of Le 

Mans:  History  and  Significance  -  Ford's  Mission  to 

Conquer  Le  Mans  -  Early  Setbacks  and  Learning 

Experiences  -  The  Importance  of  Testing  and 

Refinement  -  The  Rivalry  with  Ferrari  and  Other 

Competitors

16



Chapter  4:  The  1964  Le  Mans  Attempt -  The  First 

Official Outing for the GT40 - Facing Mechanical Issues 

and  Technical  Challenges  -  Lessons  Learned  and 

Adjustments Made -  The Promise of  Future Success - 

The Significance of the 1964 Race

Chapter 5: The 1965 Le Mans Triumph - The Return to 

Le Mans with a Stronger Car - Intense Competition and 

Close Battles - The Climactic Finish and Victory for the 

GT40 - The Historic Significance of the 1965 Win - The 

Impact on Ford's Reputation and Motorsports

Chapter 6:  Reigning Champions:  1966 & 1967 -  The 

GT40's Dominance at Le Mans - Back-to-Back Victories 

and Unmatched Success - The Importance of Reliability 

and Consistency - The Legacy of the GT40 at Le Mans - 

The End of an Era and Farewell to the GT40

Chapter  7:  The  Cars  Behind  the  Legend -  The 

Evolution of the GT40 Models - From the MK I to the 

MK IV: Design Changes - The Aerodynamic Innovations 

17



and Improvements - The Powertrains and Performance 

Upgrades - The Importance of Lightweight Construction

Chapter  8:  Racing  Beyond  Le  Mans -  The  GT40's 

Success in Other Races - Victories at Sebring, Daytona, 

and  Other  Circuits  -  The  Global  Impact  of  the  GT40 

Phenomenon  -  The  GT40's  Influence  on  Sports  Car 

Racing - The Legacy of the GT40 in Motorsport

Chapter  9:  The  Drivers'  Perspective -  Personal 

Accounts  from  GT40  Drivers  -  The  Challenges  and 

Thrills  of  Racing  the  GT40  -  The  Camaraderie  and 

Bonds Formed Within the Team -  The Impact  of  the 

GT40 on Their Careers - Reflections on the Legacy of the 

Car

Chapter  10:  Celebrating  the  Legacy -  The  GT40's 

Enduring Popularity  and Fandom -  The GT40 in  Pop 

Culture and Media - The Preservation and Restoration 

of GT40s - The GT40's Place in Automotive History - The 

Future of the GT40 Legacy 

18



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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