The Respectable Army of the Republic

Introduction

The Respectable Army of the Republic traces the
history of the United States Army from its origins in the
colonial militia to its role in modern-day conflicts. This
comprehensive volume explores the army's role in
shaping American society, from its defense of the
nation in times of war to its contributions to domestic

stability and humanitarian efforts.

The book begins by examining the origins of the
Continental Army, the citizen-soldier force that fought
for independence during the American Revolution. It
then follows the army's development through the 19th
and 20th centuries, as it played a crucial role in
westward expansion, the Civil War, the Spanish-

American War, and the two world wars.



In addition to its operational history, The Respectable
Army of the Republic also examines the army's impact
on American society. The army has been a major force
in the nation's social and economic development,
providing jobs, education, and training to millions of
Americans. It has also played a vital role in disaster
relief, from the aftermath of natural disasters to the

response to terrorist attacks.

The book concludes by looking at the challenges facing
the army in the 21st century. The army must adapt to
new threats, such as terrorism and cyberwarfare, while
also meeting the needs of a changing society. The
Respectable Army of the Republic provides a
comprehensive overview of the history and role of the
United States Army, making it an essential resource for
anyone interested in American history or military

affairs.



Book Description

The Respectable Army of the Republic tells the story
of the United States Army, from its origins in the
colonial militia to its role in modern-day conflicts. This
comprehensive volume explores the army's impact on
American society, from its defense of the nation in
times of war to its contributions to domestic stability

and humanitarian efforts.

The book begins by examining the origins of the
Continental Army, the citizen-soldier force that fought
for independence during the American Revolution. It
then follows the army's development through the 19th
and 20th centuries, as it played a crucial role in
westward expansion, the Civil War, the Spanish-

American War, and the two world wars.

In addition to its operational history, The Respectable
Army of the Republic also examines the army's

impact on American society. The army has been a



major force in the nation's social and economic
development, providing jobs, education, and training to
millions of Americans. It has also played a vital role in
disaster relief, from the aftermath of natural disasters

to the response to terrorist attacks.

The book concludes by looking at the challenges facing
the army in the 21st century. The army must adapt to
new threats, such as terrorism and cyberwarfare, while
also meeting the needs of a changing society. The
Respectable Army of the Republic provides a
comprehensive overview of the history and role of the
United States Army, making it an essential resource for
anyone interested in American history or military

affairs.



Chapter 1: The Origins of the

Respectable Army

The Colonial Militia: A Citizen-Soldier Force

The colonial militia was a citizen-soldier force that
played a vital role in the defense of the American
colonies. The militia was composed of able-bodied men
between the ages of 16 and 60 who were required to
provide their own weapons and equipment. The militia
was organized into local companies, which were

commanded by elected officers.

The militia was responsible for a wide range of duties,

including:

e Defending the colonies from attack
e Maintaining order and suppressing insurrections
e Providing assistance to civil authorities

e Responding to natural disasters



The militia was an important part of the American
Revolution. The militia played a key role in the battles
of Lexington and Concord, which marked the
beginning of the war. The militia also played a
significant role in the battles of Saratoga and Yorktown,

which were turning points in the war.

After the war, the militia continued to play an
important role in the defense of the United States. The
militia was called into action during the War of 1812,
the Mexican-American War, and the Civil War. The
militia also played a role in the Spanish-American War

and the Philippine-American War.

In the 20th century, the militia was gradually replaced
by a professional standing army. However, the militia
still exists today as a reserve force that can be called

into action in the event of a national emergency.

The colonial militia was a citizen-soldier force that
played a vital role in the defense of the American

colonies. The militia was an important part of the

6



American Revolution and continued to play a role in
the defense of the United States for many years after

the war.



Chapter 1: The Origins of the

Respectable Army

The Need for a Standing Army

The Continental Army was created in 1775 as a
temporary force to fight for independence from Great
Britain. However, it quickly became clear that a more
permanent and professional army was needed. The
militia system, which relied on citizen-soldiers, was not
adequate to meet the challenges of a long and bloody

war.

There were several reasons why a standing army was
necessary. First, the militia system was not reliable.
Militia units were often poorly trained and disciplined,
and they were not always available when they were
needed. Second, the militia system was not cost-
effective. It was expensive to call up and maintain
militia units, and they were often not as effective as a

professional army. Third, the militia system was not
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fair. It placed a disproportionate burden on the poor
and working class, who were more likely to be drafted

into the militia.

A standing army, on the other hand, would be more
reliable, cost-effective, and fair. A standing army would
be composed of full-time soldiers who were trained
and disciplined. It would be available at all times, and
it would be paid for by the government. A standing
army would also be more fair, as it would be open to all

men, regardless of their social or economic status.

The Continental Congress recognized the need for a
standing army and authorized the creation of one in
1776. The Continental Army was initially small, but it
gradually grew in size and strength. By the end of the
war, the Continental Army was a well-trained and
disciplined force that played a major role in the

American victory.

The creation of a standing army was a controversial

decision. Some people argued that a standing army was
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a threat to liberty. They feared that a standing army
could be used to suppress dissent and to overturn the
government. However, the Continental Congress
believed that a standing army was necessary to protect

the nation from its enemies.

The debate over the need for a standing army
continues today. Some people still believe that a
standing army is a threat to liberty. However, most
people believe that a standing army is necessary to
protect the nation from its enemies. The United States
Army is the oldest and most respected standing army in
the world. It has played a major role in the nation's
history, and it continues to play a vital role in

protecting the nation today.
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Chapter 1: The Origins of the

Respectable Army

The Continental Army: A New Model

The Continental Army was a new type of military force
for the American colonies. Unlike the colonial militia,
which was made up of part-time soldiers who were
called up in times of need, the Continental Army was a
full-time, professional force. This allowed the army to
be better trained and equipped than the militia, and it
made it possible for the colonies to field a larger and

more effective army.

The Continental Army was created by the Continental
Congress in 1775, in response to the outbreak of the
American Revolutionary War. The army was initially
commanded by George Washington, who was

appointed by the Congress as Commander-in-Chief.

The Continental Army faced many challenges in its

early years. The army was short on supplies and
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equipment, and it was often outnumbered by the
British forces. However, the army was able to
overcome these challenges and eventually win the war.
The Continental Army also faced opposition from some
of the colonists, who were not willing to give up their
homes and farms to join the army. In addition, the

army faced desertions and a lack of supplies.

Despite these challenges, the Continental Army was
able to achieve its goals. The army defeated the British
forces at the Battle of Saratoga in 1777, which was a
major turning point in the war. The army also helped
to secure the American victory at the Battle of

Yorktown in 1781, which ended the war.

The Continental Army was disbanded after the war, but
it left a lasting legacy. The army's success showed that
the American colonies could defend themselves against
a powerful enemy. The army also helped to create a
sense of national identity among the American people.

The Continental Army was a new type of military force
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that helped to win the American Revolutionary War.
The army's success showed that the American colonies
could defend themselves against a powerful enemy.
The army also helped to create a sense of national

identity among the American people.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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